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PART-TIME CROSSDRESSER? Tell is all about itn our SECOND ANNUAL SEX SURVEY! See pg G0 60 for deta 


new courses and programs. Available in stands 
at Safeway, Sobeys, 7-Eleven and Mac's stores, 
at NAIT, by mail or online, Or call us and we'll 
mail you a copy. (780) 378.5000 


© Go further in IT 


Keeping your skills current is the secret to success 
in 1T. That's why we offer hundreds of up-to-the- 
minute credit courses on a part-time basis. 


NAIT’s Computer Systems Technology and 
Sachelor af Applied information Systems 
Technology courses are continually being 
undated to meet the demands of industry. 


> Go further in Business 


Get credit. NANT is one of the larges' business 
schools in Western Canada. Our esteemed 
full-time diploma and certificate programs offer 
part-time options, so you\can have it both ways 

— work on 2 gedential or professional designation 
without having to take time away from work 
CMA, CGA, Bachelor of Applied Business 
Administration Accounting, Canadian Securities 
Certification, Certified Payroll! Management, Credit 
Management (FCI), Professional Sales, Purchasing 
Management Association of Canada, and MORE. 


> Go further in the 
trades 

Ready to wake that next step in your apprenticeship? 
Qualify for Blve Seal Certification through part 
time study evemings or weekends: 

* Business Management Certificate Program 

* Supervisory Development Certificate Program 


We're al) about choice for every level of 
tradesperson or hobbyist. 


> Go further in 
Engineering Technologies 


Through part-time study, you can get a head 

start on many of NAIT’s one-year certificate and 
two-year diploma programs = Civil Engineering 
Technology, Construction Engineering Technology, 
Engineering Design and Drafting Technology and 
Geomatics Technology, to named few, 


© Go further in the 
Health Sector 


For health care professionals, NAIT Continuing 
Education is your best solution to fit professionat 
development into your busy schedule, Take 
advantage of the many new options available 
through distance learning. 


It's our biggest ever, with more than 6 


Obrand 


-. 


>>Go further. “.. 


WWW.nait.ca/part-time 
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> Go further with your 
cooking skills 
World ¢lass instruction in NAIT's new Hokanson 
Centre for Gulinary Arts. Learning the secrets of 
chefs doesn’t get any better than this! 

Take your taste buds.on tour, with ten new 
international cooking classes. ~ everything 

from Mexican and Asian cuisine to traditional 


Mediterranean dishes. Your career 
& Go further with Wondering how to get ahead? 
earning potential errr 
sh! : Your credibility 
Ever thought about aicareer with one of Canada’s a . 
52 railways? Following @ 12-week training Get credit. Many NAIT certificates, diplomas and 


program in Stettler, AB, a lucrative career with 
plenty of room for advancement can be yours. 
Call 780.378.5000 for details. 


© Go further through 
professional development 


Boost your career potential. Whatever your area NOME-MQDRY 
yourcareer i r ; E 
of expertise, NAIT offers ways tontake'itto.a new It's affordable to study part time and Increase your 


level: earning potential. 
® Business credentials 
* Productivity Enhancement Services — Project Your fun 
Management, From woodworking to digital photography to ethnic 
* Business Analyst Leadership cooking — enjoy! 
* Occupational Health & Safety 


* Becoming a Master Instructor 

® Go further from 
far away 

are available to those N 
who prefer having the 

flexibility to study on their 

Power Engineering, Water 

& Wastewater Technician, 

Health Sciences to name 


Check out our growing 
own. Go further with your computer skills 
alfew. 


applied degrees offer part-time options 


Your time 
Keep your day job & have it both ways. 


Your choice 
NAIT offers more than 1,200 courses; with 60\brand 
new options for fall 


COMPUTER 


TRAINING CENTRE 


fumber of Distance 

Learning options. 

Paper-based, online, and 

blended learning options 

Petroleum Engineering Justin time computer traming can keep you at the top of your game 

Technology, Electrical You'll benefit from leaning the latest technology combined with ongoing updates to 
Testing Technician, andustry- approved course content 

Emergency Management, 


View the fall Computer Training Centre calendar online weay nait cafete or call 280.378.5000 
fora pnnted copy Also available in stands at Sateway, Sobeys, 7-Eleven, and Mac's stores 
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All natural ingredients. 
That's all you'll find 
inside every Sleeman 
Ale and Lager we brew. 


Think inside the bottle. 


lishments! 
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HOTTEST 
NEW LIVE 


MUSIC 
VENUE! 


2) reeinicrc ig 
Drink The Bar Dry Karaoke w/ $2.25 Highballs 9pm 


Wednesday's 

n Rock's Wing Wednesdays 15cent Wings 
.50 Big Rock Pints 5pm 

een NS 


Salsa and The City 
Cuban Salsa Dance Lessons and DJ 9pm 


Soon to be serving up Dr. Wang 
On The Rocks. 

Free Downtown Parking. 

Open Daily at 11am for lunch. 


JASPER AVE 


482-4767 


WWW.ONTHEROCKSEDMONTON.COM 
Call us to book your Stag/Stagette or Birthday 


Ing | A 


“JOIN THE CREATIVE CLASS 


| Centre students know who they are and what they want. 
They're passionate and have a clear vision of their future. 
| They want careers that cultivate their instincts and reward 
their creativity. 


The Centre for Arts and Technology provides an inspired 
| educational environment for motivated students seeking 
| rewarding creative careers. Join the creative class. Call 
us to find out how. 


| = 3D Animation + Digital Filmmaking 
| » 3D Game Art and Design «Digital Media Design 
- Audio Engineering « Event and Talent Management 


- Information Technology 


WHERE CREATIVE CAREERS BEGIN 


CENTREIIARTS 
zITECHNOLOGY 


KELOWNA FREDERICTON HALIFAX 


www.digitalartschool.com 


Kelowna Campus 

Landmark Technology Centre Ill 
Suite 100 - 1632 Dickson Avenue 
Kelowna, BC _V1Y 712 


CALL: 1.866.860.2787 
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Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so 
we can pretty much guarantee that there's 
a typo, grammatical error or some other 
boo-boo in this issue. The first several 
people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to send 
an e-mail to carolyn@vueweekly.com 
detailing such a find win their pick from 
the astoundingly horrible pile of CDs in 
our offices. And we're losing the battle— 
our pile is closing in on 400. Help! 

Last week, in a stunning display of 
incompetence, we managed to put a typo 
in the typo section, and a few of you 
pointed that it should have been “in your 
sights,” as opposed to “you sights." We 
also had people landing "as" McGill, used 
“about’ with reckless abandon and ate a 
very satisfying desert. Don't blame us, 
though: we weren't feeling wel. 


Here's your 
opportunity 
to save lives. 


Book a blood 
donation 
appointment 
today! 


Canadian 
Blood Services 
8249 - 114 Street 


Donor Clinic Hours 


Monday - Friday 
8:30 am - 1:30 pm & 
3 pm-7 pm 


Saturda 
9am-2 pm 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 


for meer intoemation of te book aa appaiatiment. 
bloodservicesca 


ON THE COVER 


FRINGE / 31 

“As soon as | typed the words ‘gay nazi 
musical’ into Google, | knew | had a good 
Fringe play.” —Darren Hagen, play- 
wright/guy in disquise 


WHYTE AVENUE EVESORE / 7 

“We don't have any ability to do anything 
to try to make them do this more quickly 
or anything along those lines; other gov- 
ernments have jurisdiction over environ- 
mental cleanups.” —Michael Phair, Ward 
4 city councillor 


THE ILLUSIONIST / 39 

"{Neil Burger's] helmed a seductive period 
romance shot in rich, shadowy browns, 
invoking a world where crowds huddle 
together in dimly lit theatres to witness 
miracles or at least be expertly tricked.” 
—Josef Braun, Wwe film reviewer 


RUN CHICO RUN / 53 

“Sometimes when we're writing a song 
we'll ask ‘Who's gonna even like this?’ 
but we both like it. We're just truckin’ our 
freak flag up a pole and seeing who 
salutes it—and if nobody does, at least 
it's a sweet flag.” —Thomas Shields, Run 
Chico Run 


We are looking for full 
and part time 


Door Staff. 


Come work in the 
coolest pub in town. 


10425-Whyte Ave 


OE AF PENS Yee: Aas 


-€ TELUS 


Get where the going’s good 


and get great rates, cool phones and our 
future friendly promises. 
Like fast client service. 


a new phone at least every three years 
and a network we're so confident in we'll even 


credit dropped calls. 


Plus, get free local calling on your birthday, 


tons of tasty PERKS: 


and of course, as many bananas as you can eat. 


The future is friend 


ye 


For the full description and conditions of our future friendly promises, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, 
visit telusmobility.comV/promises or call 1-866-264-2966. 


@)RadioShack. 


Cd 
14) 


TELUS AUTHORIZED 
DEALERS 


EDMONTON 
Abbotstfield Mail 
Bonnie Doon Mai 
Capilano Nall 
Edmonton Gity Centre 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
MilWoods Town Centre 
Northgate Mail 
Southgate Mall 
West Edmonton Malt 
Downtown 
Alberta Mobilit 
9915 - 108A Ave 
Connect 
TELUS Piaza North 
10025 Jasper Ave. 
Edmonton Wireless 

11315= 104th Ave 


Save On Telecom 
10503 = 107th St 


Wirelass Technology 
17508 Stony Plain Rd. 

NORTH 
Allin Mobility 


Me Centrat 
mwihead Tr., #5 


1c: im Cellular 

South Edmonton Common 
1916 —991h St. 

Edmonton Calidar 

10309 ~ 341th Ave. 

TAC Mobility 

4515 Gateway Bio. 


| Fort Saskatchewan 

| Assoc decor 
914 

| Camidridg 

| 10420~-g8th 

| Leduc 


te zations Inc 
6109 - 45th St., #7 
Sherwood Park 

Berne's Celiuter 

973 Ordze Ro. 


26 Strathmore Dr. 

Unit 162 (Roadking) 
Spruce Grove 

Maximum Mobility 

96 Campsite Ra., #39 
Maximum Mobéity 

116 Westland Market Mai 
St. Albert 

Global Cell Communications 
20A Murr Dr. 

Save On Telecom 

229 St. Albert Centre 

St. Albert Communications 
11 Perron St 

Stony Plain 

Starview Communications 
$101 = 48th St, #107 
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Fighting AIDS and poverty 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
‘n the lead-up to the Aug 13 - 18 XVI International AIDS Conference in 
Toronto, UN Special Envoy for AIDS in Africa Stephen Lewis, along with the 
Global Access Treatment Group and the Make Poverty History Campaign, 
called on Prime Minister Stephen Harper to undertake four steps to help stem 
the tide of HIV/AIDS in the developing world. 

They challenged the Canadian government to set a binding timetable to 
bring official development assistance up to 0.7 per cent of gross national 
income and make significant contributions to the Global Fund to fight AIDS, 
TB and Malaria; invest in the public health care systems of developing coun- 
tries and find alternatives to taking health professionals from them; push for 
the immediate and unconditional cancellation of all debt owed by countries 
burdened by AIDS, debt and poverty; and follow through on promises to make 
affordable generic medicines available to developing countries. 

While much of the media coverage of the conference has focused on the 
star power of actors, photogenic ex-presidents and a big-hearted billionaire (to 


say nothing of the inexcusable absence of the prime minister of the host coun- . 


try due to a “scheduling conflict"), Lewis' demands make a simple fact abun- 
dantly clear: AIDS and poverty go hand in hand, and the only way to take 
action on AIDS is for rich countries to start fulfilling their longstanding promis- 
es to take real action on global poverty. 

The four demands also point to the contribution to the AIDS pandemic 
made by flawed and destructive neoliberal policies that Canada and the rest of 
the G8 have been foisting on the developing world—through institutions such 
as the World Bank, International Monetary Fund and the World Trade Organi- 
zation—for decades. 

Through demanding the repayment of odious debts whose interest pay- 
ments far outstrip aid, promoting the expansion of free trade agreements 
which give more weight to the rights of patent holders than to dying people, 
and forced structural adjustment policies that have compelled developing 
nations to devastate their public services and sell them off to transnational 
corporations, the rich countries of the world have much to answer for. 

Lewis’ call to action will be of immeasurable help in the fight against the 
AIDS pandemic, as well as a first step in building a more equitable internation- 
al framework. We should all demand that Harper answers the call. v 
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= LETTERS 


THANKS, THANKS, THANKS 


Thank you for printing your Well, Well, 
Well column. As a human resources 
manager, | find that people are becom- 
ing disillusioned with the current med- 
ical model when it comes to their own 
health. They are beginning to look 
seriously at various preventative health 
measures. Unfortunately only the rich 
and desperate can afford them—isn't 
that privatization? 

Nevertheless, | do my part and post 
the column on my bulletin board as 
reference material when staff find 
themselves in need. It’s good to have 
someone willing to do the research 
and give us as balanced a view as | 
assume is possible given the abun- 
dance of information that is available 
for sifting through. 

Thanks again for writing! 

DEBBIE BERG 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader 


response, whether critical or compli- 
mentary. Send your opinion by mail ue 
Weekly, 10303 - 108 Street, Edmonton 
AB T5J 1L7), by fax (780.426.2889) or 
by e-mail (letters@vueweekly.com). 
Preference is given to feedback about 
articles in Jue Weekly. We reserve the 
right to edit for length and clarity. 


VUEPOINT 


ub of 
» thee children... 


I wonder if he’s set up 
his MySpace yet 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 

ranian President Mahmoud 
[isimesineiac—rabia America- 

hater, staunch Holocaust- 
denier, and aspiring nuclear 
tyrant—has started his own per- 
sonal blog. 

No, seriously: www.ahmadine- 
jad.ir was launched on Aug 14, and 
is now available in Persian, Arabic, 
French and English, 

State television has been 
encouraging Iranians to visit the 
blog and send messages to 
Ahmadinejad, and traffic appears 
to be brisk: as Vue goes to press, 
over 220 000 votes have been cast 
in the blog’s inaugural poll, which 
asks “Do you think that the US and 
Israeli intention and goal by 
attacking Lebanon is pulling the 
trigger for another word war?” 
(Somewhat surprisingly, both “yes” 
and “no” are available as options.) 

In his first and so far only entry— 
a rambling 2 000-word composition 
entitled simply “autobiography’— 
Ahmadinejad shares his thoughts 
on topics as varied as his child- 
hood, the Iran-Iraq war and, of 
course, the “great Satan USA.” 


= INTERNET 


The entry ends with Ahmadine- 
jad assuring readers that he will 
“continue this topic later on as it 
took long in the beginning” and 
promising that “from now 
onwards, I will try to make it short- 
er and simpler.” 

Blogging is already popular in 
Iran among anti-government dissi- 
dents, although the government 
employs one of the world’s most 
technologically advanced Internet 
censorship systems in the world to 
try to suppress dissent. w 


ioe , 
Long, slow clean-up continues for Whyte Avenue ‘eyesore’ 
SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT YEARS AWAY FOR ‘BIG, EMPTY SPACE THAT NO ONE WANTS TO COME TO: 


. 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 

s the 2006 edition of Edmon- 

ton’s long-running Fringe The- 

atre Festival begins this 
weekend, Old Strathcona’s already- 
bustling Whyte Avenue will be even 
more densely crowded than usual 
with window shoppers and people 
watchers, many of whom don't typi- 
cally visit the area on a regular basis. 

The boulevard’s well-preserved 
heritage buildings and funky bou- 
tiques will likely impress first-time 
visitors, but the newcomers may be a 
little perplexed by the half-block of 
seemingly prime real estate on the 
southeast corner of Whyte and 105th 
Street that is conspicuously fenced off 
and empty—that is, save for a small, 
industrial-looking building, a few 
plastic pipes sticking out of the 
ground and the odd sign discouraging 
trespassing. 

Day trippers may assume the piece 
of land is simpy a vacant lot, but area 
residents and business owners famil- 
jar with the property’s history see the 
site as an eyesore and an environ- 
mental disaster area, and many of 
them are wondering why the compa- 
ny that owns the lot has been allowed 
to leave the site in its current state. 

“If you look at Whyte Avenue, on 
my side of the street there's a big, 
empty space that no one wants to 
come to,” says Mark Frost, owner of 
clothing store Divine, which has been 
in its current location in the base- 
ment of a building directly adjacent to 
the site since 1989. “On the other side 
of the street there’s no big empty 
Space, so if you look at foot traffic 
alone there’s generally a lot more 
foot traffic on the north side of the 
street, so certainly that negatively 
affects my business. 

“I! would be really, really happy if 
they were able to develop that partic- 
ular space,” he continues, “even to the 
point where, if | had competition right 
next door to me, I'd still be happier 
than | am nght now.” 

“Everyone wishes that something 
would be developed there—! don't 
think anyone’s happy with it,” agrees 
councillor Michael Phair, whose ward 
4 constituency includes Old Strath- 
cona. “Unfortunately, though, there's 
not much that we can do.” 


WITH THE EXCEPTION of the June 2006 


replacement of the fence surrounding 
the site, the contentious piece of land 
hasn’t changed much since 1998, 


= 


= ENVIRONMENT 


when the lot's owner, Imperial Oil, 
shut down and removed the Esso gas 
station that had occupied the property 
for over 70 years. While in the process 
of decommissioning the site, the com- 
pany discovered that the station's 
underground holding tanks, which 
were made of metal and were by then 
nearly three-quarters-of-a-century 
old, had been leaking gasoline into 
the surrounding soil for years. 

“We did an environmental assess- 
ment [at that time] which indicated 
that some hydrocarbons had impact- 
ed soil both on the site and some- 
what off the site as well,” explains 
Imperial Oil spokesperson Pius Rol- 
heiser. “Subsequent to that we devel- 
oped a remediation plan ... and we're 
currently in the process of carrying 
that out.” 

This plan led to the installation of 
what Rolheiser called a “vapour 
recovery system,” which consists of 
an electric pump that constantly cir- 
culates air through a network of plas- 
tic pipes dug into the contaminated 
ground, the tops of which stick up out 


1.877.551.202 


“Prices are subject to change without prior notice and may vary based on prescription strength. ** $0 


of the dirt sporadically across the 
mostly empty lot. 

“Some of the wells you see are 
monitoring wells—basically they just 
give us information—but we've also 
installed what's called a ring-pump 
system, and you'll see in one corner 
of the lot there’s like a pump house 
that houses a compressor pump type 
of thing,” Rolheiser continues. "What 
we're doing is speeding up the natu- 
ral remediation process. Over time, 
gasoline and diesel fuel, which are 
composed of hydrogen and carbon, 
will naturally break down into hydro- 
gen and carbon—eventually hydro- 
carbon-impacted soil will remediate 
itself. What this system tries to do is 
to speed up that process, basically by 
pumping air and circulating it 
through those underground pipes. So 
basically what we're trying to do is to 
speed up the process that Mother 
Nature has underway, and we believe 
that’s the most effective way to reme- 
diate that site.” 

Even with the help of this system, 
however, the land isn’t expected to be 
clean enough for development for up 
to a decade from now. “It’s difficult to, 
you know, to predict exactly how long 
it will take, but we estimate it will be 


anadz rT rie 


NEWS 


between five and 10 years,” Rolheiser 
Says when pressed for a timeline 


AT LEAST ONE area environmentalist, 


though, argues that even then the 
land will be far from pristine 

“This is the alternate approach to 
cleaning a site completely—digging 
up all the soil and carting it away 
somewhere to treat it,” says Charlie 
Richmond, urban issues leader for 
the Prairie Chapter of the Sierra Club 
of Canada. “This is a risk-manage- 
ment approach, and essentially what 
that means is monitoring [the con 
tamination] and mitigating it te some 
extent but not completely decontam 
inating the site, just in the interest of 
getting the site developed for the 
economics of it 

“However, in the case of this partic- 
ular site, it is my understanding—and 
this is from secondary sources—that 
when [Imperial Oil] drilled some test 
holes they discovered that the con- 
tamination goes as deep as nine 
metres and as far as three-quarters of 
the way across Whyte, as well as 
under neighbouring buildings,” he 
continues. “If that is the case, [to 
completely clean up the site} they'd 
have to destroy two heritage buildings 


ed laser eye surgeons 
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and dig a rather deep hole, and I don't 
think that Is a practical alternative 

“With retail gas stations of this vin- 
tage, all that can b 


So we need to ensure 


is fair and promot 
ay principal in alloc 
the cost of that clean-up,” agrees the 
Toxics Watch Society of Alberta's 
Miles Kitigawa, who gives Imperial 
Oil credit for taking responsibility 
the contamination, at least in this 
specific case 

“I'm not really keen to beat 


for 


Esso with this particular site, 

they have retained liability and there 
is a kind of active remediation going 
yn—because it’s on Whyte Avenue 
they're not going to be able to walk 
away from their liability,” he contin- 
ues. “If we look at something like 
Lynnview Ridge (a Calgary neigh- 


bourhood built on the former site of a 
refinery that was owned by Imperial 
Oil), where Esso managed to find a 
buyer for their contaminated land 
and are arguing against their liability, 
and other examples where there may 
be ticking time bombs that used to be 
where we just haven't dis- 


Esso sites 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 14 


down, 0% financing is a limited offer, and may be subject to credit approval Some restrictions may apply. Cail for details. 


wusweexny 7 


a4 +, ; 2 
_ Israeli troops are southbound | 


2s eee 


again in the new Middle East 


DYER STRAIGHT 


gwynne@vueweekly.com 


Common sense has prevailed. Most of 
the Israeli troops who were sent into 
south Lebanon last weekend have 
already retreated, and the last thousand 
or two will be back inside the Israeli 
frontier by next weekend. They are not 
waiting for the Lebanese army and the 
promised international peacekeeping 
force to come in and “disarm Hezbol- 
lah.” They are getting the hell out. 

The last-minute decision to airlift 
Israeli troops deep into the 1 000 square 
kilometres of Lebanon south of the Litani 
river made good sense politically. That 
way, Israel didn’t have to fight its way in 
and take the inevitable heavy casualties. 
It just exploited its tota! control of the 
air to fly its troops into areas not active- 
ly defended by Hezbollah just before the 
ceasefire, in order to create the impres- 
sion that it had defeated the querilla 
organization and established control 
over southern Lebanon. 

However, those isolated packets of 
troops actually controlled nothing of 
value, and they were surrounded by 
undefeated Hezbollah fighters on almost 
every side. Hezbollah could not have 
resisted for long the temptation to attack 
the more exposed Israeli units, perhaps 

even forcing some to surrender. So the 
Israeli troops are coming out now, in 
order to give Hezbollah no easy targets. 

General Dan Halutz, the Israeli chief 
of staff, was right to make this decision, 
but it removes the last remote possibility 
that Israel can extract any political gains 
from the military stalemate in southern 
Lebanon. Hezbollah says it has no inten- 


blocked out,” Professor Gerald Steinberg 
of Bar Ilan University told the Chronicle, 
“and in the last year or two it's been sim- 
ulated and rehearsed across the board.” 

Israeli. prime minister Ehud Olmert 
was seduced by this plan because, lack- 
ing military experience himself, he need- 
ed the credibility of having led a major 
military operation. Otherwise, he would 
lack support for his plan to impose uni- 
lateral borders in the occupied West 
Bank that would keep the major settle- 
ment blocks within Israel, while handing 
the rest to the Palestinians. So he seized 
on the kidnapping of two Israeli soldiers 
and the killing of three others by Hezbol- 
lah on Jul 12, the latest in an endless 
string of back-and-forth border viola- 
tions, as the pretext for an all-out 
onslaught on the organization. 

But it didn’t work. The Israeli armed 
forces have effectively been fought to a 
standstill by a lightly armed but highly 
trained and disciplined guerilla force, 
and there will be major repercussions at 
home and abroad. 


ISRAEL'S HUMILIATION might be a 
blessing in disguise if it persuaded 
enough Israeli voters that exclusive 
reliance on military force to smash and 
subdue their Arab neighbours is a politi- 
cal dead-end, but there is little chance 
of that. The Israeli politician likeliest to 
benefit from this mess is Benjamin 
Netanyahu, hardest of hard-liners, who 
flamboyantly quit the Likud Party last 
year in protest at former prime minister 
Ariel Sharon’s policy of pulling out of the 
occupied Gaza Strip. 

That split Likud and forced Sharon to 
launch a new party, Kadima, which now 
dominates the centre-right of Israeli pol- 
itics and is the nucleus of Olmert's coali- 


“Much graver ... is the erosion of Israel's myth of military invincibility” 


tion of disarming and Lebanese defence 
minister Elias Murr says that his army 
will not try to disarm Hezbollah. The 
French, who are supposed to lead the 
greatly expanded United Nations peace- 
keeping force in the area, say that they 
will not commit their troops until Hezbol- 
jah is disarmed 
There wil! probably be some kind of 
fudge in the end that allows at least token 
s of Lebanese army troops and a 
nded UN force to operate 
Lebanon, but Hezbollah is stay- 
put and SO are its weapons. Over a 
people killed, much of Lebanon's 
if 


numb 


RAE —_ on Hezbollah was as 
ar of choice” as the US inva- 
Seymour Hersh claims in 
PW Yorker that the Bush 
- ation approved it months ago, 
San Francisco Chronicle report- 
d that a senior Israeli officer made 
Powerpoint presentations on the 
operation to selected Westera 
25 over a year ago 
By 2004, the military campaign 
scheduled to last about three weeks that 
we're seeing now had already been 


tion government. But Kadima may not 
long survive this disastrous war, and the 
heir apparent, at the head of a resurgent 
Likud, is Netanyahu. The last opinion 
poll in Israel gave him an approval rating 
of 58 per cent 

Much graver, in the long run, is the 
erosion of Israel's myth of military invin- 
cibility. It is always more economical to 
frighten your enemies into submission 
than to fight them, but Arabs have been 
losing their fear of Israel for some years 
now. This defeat will greatly accelerate 
the process, and there are a lot more 
Arabs than there are Israelis. 

Syria's President Bashar al-Assad 
summed up the matter brutally but accu- 
rately when he said on Aug 74 that Israel 
is at “an historic crossroads. Either it 
moves towards peace and gives back 
(Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese) rights 
(to !sraeli-occupied lands), or it faces 
chronic instability until (an Arab) genera- 
tion comes and puts an end to the prob- 
lem.” Of course, he didn't mention that an 
Arab military victory over Israel would also 
effectively put an end to the Arabs, since 
israel has hundreds of nuclear weapons. 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in Jue Weekly. w 


co | 
5 


AUGUST 17 - AUGUST 23, 2006 


City wants Armoury building 
to dance to a different tune 
FORMER CLUB TO BECOME HOME FOR ART, THEATRE, 


NON-PROFIT GROUPS 


STEVE LILLEBUEN / steve@vueweekly.com 


en Roy Buksa bought a 
townhouse six years ago 
in Old Strathcona, the last 


thing he was expecting was for a 
nightclub to open near his back 
doorstep. 

“My biggest surprise came about a 
month later when the Armoury 
Dance Lounge opened and they 
started playing their music extremely 
loud,” he says. 

“All sorts of problems arose and it 
became an on-going battle with the 
owner to get them to turn it down.” 

Six years and a few dozen noise 
complaints later, the city finally 
heard the booming bass as loudly as 
Buksa did that first night. 

The result was a decision by 
council to not renew the lease on 
the city-owned building, ending its 
reign as a clubbing icon in Edmon- 
ton after nearly two decades of spin- 
ning tracks and selling shots under 
various pseudonyms. Instead, the 
city is letting the building sit empty 
for six months so the zoning can be 
changed to exclude the sale of 
liquor. 

Come September, the city will 
start accepting proposals from non- 
profit organizations to lease the 
building from them for $1 a year, 
While the rent will be affordable, the 
city hopes that the new tenants will 
cover renovating costs over the 
longer term and pay for its utility 
usage as well. 

City councillor Michael Phair, 
whose ward includes Old Strath- 
cona, says he is excited about the 
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prospect of converting the space into 
a venue for several arts organiza- 
tions. It could work well, he says, as 
a joint-proposal between an art 
gallery, music and theatre group, or 
as festival offices and space for 
social services. 

“It’s actually a very large building 
so several groups could use it at the 
same time,” he says. “If we don’t get 
any proposals that look like they 
will work, then we would look at 
turning it into offices or perhaps 
some kind of residential use as a 
last resort.” 


SINCE IT WAS FIRST BUILT in 1912, 


the Armoury has been a landmark 
building in the Strathcona area. List- 
ed as a protected heritage site as the 
oldest armoury still standing in 
Alberta, the building was used for 
military training of personnel in the 
B Squadron of the 19th Alberta Dra- 
goons—a group that fought in both 
World Wars. When the military 
squadron was disbanded in 1965, 
the building was sold to the city of 
Edmonton. 

Sitting vacant for a number of 
years, the city later leased the prop- 
erty as a gourmet restaurant. In 
more recent history, the site was 
leased as Garfield’s—one of Edmon- 
ton’s first shooter bars—and later as 
Club Malibu, a popular venue with 
varsity athletes and university stu- 
dents. — 


When the site reopened as the 
Armoury Dance Lounge in 2000, res- 
idents complained that the new 
dress code did little to deter the 
undesirable crowds that had flooded 
the neighbourhood under the Malibu 
moniker. Media coverage kept the 
building in the spotlight as a trou- 
bled location. 

“The site has always been very 
problematic in terms of its proximity 
to residents,” Councilor Phair 
explains. “There were constant noise 
complaints, rowdiness, broken bot- 
tles, fights, ... even the amount of 
people traveling between the build- 
ing and the rest of the Whyte Avenue 
area was a problem.” 

Buksa, who is now president of 
the Waters Edge condo association, 
constantly lobbied the city on behalf 
of local residents. He’s pleased with 
the end result because he saw a link 
between the types of crowds the 
establishment attracted, and all the 
vandalism, litter, noise and violence 
the surrounding area experienced 
over the weekends. 

“Since the Armoury club has been 
closed, we don’t have any of those 
earlier problems I complained 
about,” he says. “Through associa- 
tion, I have to say there was a lot of 
spill over into the community from 
having that club open. When the | 
club closed for the night, they'd | 
leave an aftermath of problems as 
everyone spilled out onto the street.” 


WHILE THE CHANGE in the building's 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 14 
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NDP’s Martin calls on 


province to 


bring back 


housing ministry 


CHLOE FEDIO / chloe@vueweekly.com 
¢77 hopping for a place to live 
Sa with its expected chal- 
lenges, but with the current 
spike in the real estate market, finding 
affordable housing in Alberta is 
becoming increasingly difficult for 
new Albertans coming to take advan- 
tage of the booming economy and 

low-income families alike. 

In an attempt to bring attention to 
this growing problem, Ray Martin, 
New Democrat MLA for Edmonton- 
Beverly-Clareview, called on the gov- 
ernment Aug 14 to re-create a 
ministry focused entirely on housing. 

“We have a crisis; we have to do 
something about it,” Martin said. 
"What I'm suggesting is we revert 
back to what Lougheed did in the 
boom times in the early ‘80s where 
they Set up a department of housing.” 

Housing issues in the province are 
currently dealt with in the Ministry of 
Seniors and Community Supports, but 
Martin is not satisfied with the 
arrangement. He suggested that the 
government redirect resources from 
the Ministry of Infrastructure and 
Transportation, which presently has a 
minister and an associate minister. 

"We have two ministers in the 
department of infrastructure. Let's 
take away and have one there and 
make one the minister of housing,” he 
said, adding, “This situation is not get- 
ting better, it is going to get worse.” 


HOWEVER, Jason Chance, spokesper- 
son for Alberta Seniors and Commu- 
nity Supports, said that the existing 
government structure is functioning 
effectively. 

“By working with municipalities 
and the not-for-profit sector, we have 
been quite effective in establishing 
new housing opportunities for low- 
income Albertans as well as support- 
ing those units that we've already got 
in place throughout the province,” 
Chance said. 

While Martin argued that a depart- 
ment of housing would be able to 
look into all aspects of housing and 
explore the best options to address 
the issue, Chance said that the gov- 
€rnment is aware and committed to 
housing issues in the province. 

“We have kept pace with the 
changing costs, in terms of how we 
determine who is eligible for social 


2 HOUSING 


housing, and we also have increased 
the funding that we provide. Going 
through the spectrum, in the last two 
years alone we've increase our, fund- 
ing for homeless shelters by about 60 
per cent,” Chance said. “We have 
responded, recognizing that the 
booming economy has created hous- 
ing pressures.” 


STILL, matthew MacNeil, the execu- 
tive director of the Alberta Housing 
Coalition based in Red Deer, said that 
affordable housing and homelessness 
is a critical issue in the province that 
needs to take centre stage in govern- 
ment policy. 

“We applaud the provincial govern- 
ment for the effort and the money that 
they have contributed—it’s not 
enough, though,” MacNeil said 
“Affordable housing and homeless- 
ness has been an issue on the radar 
for several years now and it’s not get- 
ting any better. We need to take a 
more focused, determined and active 
role in addressing the issue rather 
than constantly reacting.” 

He explained that the government 
has to do more to promote permanent 
affordable housing and increase the 
number of available homes, which are 
falling prey to the competitive market. 

“Homelessness and affordable 
housing are directly and deeply inter- 
related—the lack of affordable hous- 
ing leads to homelessness. The lack 
of appropriate supports—income sup- 
ports, health supports and community 
supports—for people who are on the 
edge and at risk of becoming home- 
less, without those supports, they end 
up on the streets,” MacNeil said. 

Martin also criticized the govern- 
ment’s current economic policies, 
which is promoting an influx of peo- 
ple into the province despite the lack 
of available housing. 

“You can say you put up a few 
more dollars in, but what does that 
mean when people are pouring in 
here? They’re told that there’s jobs 
here and they come in here and they 
can’t even get accommodation. The 
reality of what’s happening now is not 
working, it should be pretty clear even 
to this government.” ¥ 
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Trying to figure out 


the facts about fats 


L WELL 


CONNIE HOWARD 
health@vueweekly.com 


Here's what had me baffled for a while: in 
the grocery store there is low- or no-fat 
dairy, low-or no-fat everything, every- 
where, but at the same time there are 
people looking like they ate Dr Phil for 
breakfast, everywhere. 

Some of them probably sit 24/7, some 
of them have carts filled with no-fat 
everything alongside the chips and candy 
bars, but some of them—I know this to 
be true—are religiously low-fat eaters, 
go to the gym, and still look like they 
swallowed the squid ... and the whale. 

Here's my theory. 

The first part is this: low-fat makes 
some of us fat. It does. The problem, for 
some of us, is that low-fat doesn’t stay 
with us. And to make up for it, to avoid 
feeling constantly hungry, we end up eat- 
ing more, and more often, and more 
carbs, which don’t stay with us either. 
And carbs are easily and quickly convert- 
ed by the body into fat. 

It's pretty hard to keep weight off 
when you're always reaching for food, 
and when your body is an efficient carb- 
into-fat-conversion machine. 

| learned some of this a long time ago, 
but the knowledge had been eroded by 
the constant flow of conventional low-fat 
diet messages that have created fat pho- 
bias. And then | remembered: back in my 
days of no-extra body weight, back when 
| ate freely, | trusted my intuition. All | 
curbed then were endless bagels and 
cereals, desserts and double-size glasses 
of juices and other sweet drinks. 

So here's why I've recently started 
focusing more on carb content than on 
fat content again. My basic knowledge 
of biochemistry on the topic tells me that 
some people produce too much insulin 
when they follow low-fat, low-protein, 
high-carb diets. And all my insulin-resist- 
ant, Type Il diabetic relatives tell me that 
\'m probably one of those people, and 
that my earlier direction was a better 
one for me. 

The explanation, which gets drowned 
out by the conventional fat-makes-you-fat 
chorus, is this: while it's technically true 
that fat is more fattening—gram for 
gram, it has more caloric value than does 
protein or carbohydrate—it’s also true 
that fat content lowers the glycemic 
index of a food, which means it slows 
insulin production. That's huge, because 
insulin, while it allows us to access ener- 
gy from the food we eat, when produced 
in spikes gives us access to too much 
energy at once. It then stores the excess 
as fat, and, that job done, signals hunger 
again. Regular high levels of insulin in the 
body mean regular fat storage. 


HEARING THE PERSISTENT and loud 
warnings about the evils of fats and of 
restricting carbs has made me forget 
this little truth and stop trusting my 
intuition, which I'm actually quite 
unhappy about. | miss my old jeans. 
They no longer fit because | got tired of 


swimming against the flow and started 
eating a too-high-for-me carb diet. | 
gave in to not wanting to defend mysel 
to raised eyebrows about my completely 
careless fat ingestion. 

Before anybody starts hyperventilating 
about the strain that low-carb diets put 
on our kidneys, that’s not what I'm advc 
cating. I’m advocating balance that 
includes slow-release carbs and high 
quality fats and enough protein to last fo 
more than the usual hour a low- 
carb meal would last a hyper-in 
ducer like me. |’m suggesting a smaller 
plate of pasta with a rich olive-oil pest 
or shrimp sauce, as opposed to a 
tain of it with fat-free sauce. 0 
cream instead of a sorbet. Or a 
with cream instead of black with s 
Or a glass of wine with olives inst 
just wine. 

The second part of my theory is that 
the right kinds of fats are essential to not 
only keeping my weight off, but to avoid- 
ing depression. 

Dietary fat to avoid depression? For 
me, yes, and not only because not getting 
into my favourite jeans is depressing. | 
know |'ve said this before, but it’s true 
that our brains are primarily fat tissue, 
and depriving them of the right kinds of 
fats is at least partly responsible for 
today’s epidemic of psychiatric disorders 

It turns out that fat expert Udo Eras- 
mus has been saying this for more than 
20 years. Used long-term, a no-fat diet 
will kill you. On its way there, it m 
our livers, kidneys, vascular syste 
immune systems, endocrine systems and 
brains very unhappy. 

It's true that a high-fat diets can do the 
same thing, but only when the fats are 
the wrong kinds of fats—the trans fats 
and the colourless, odourless, refined 
ones that make up the bulk of bottled 
dressings and cooking oils on the grocery 
store shelves. 

So I'm in for fish and seafood, flax 
and hemp seeds, nuts and nut butters, 
avocados and olives. I’m even in for 
some of the evil saturated ones found in 
normal, non-reduced dairy products like 
cheese, butter and cream, T-bone steak 
and coconut oil—though that's anothe! 
article. 

Now if | just could just ease up on 
those Margaritas we were so enjoying 
the other night... w 
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Few tears for club closing | Toxic sites “not uncommon” 


zoning is exciting news for non-profit 
organizations and sleep-deprived 
neighbours, it comes at the cost of the 
club‘s staff losing their jobs, and youth 
losing their iconic dance floor in a 
historic site. 

Casey Greabeiel co-managed the 
Armoury for the last eight months of 
its existence. He believes their license 
was not renewed because they were 
targeted during the city’s recent push 
to crack down on the bar-heavy 
Whyte Avenue area. 

“It had nothing to do with the 
operations of the Armoury, but every- 
thing to do with the political climate 
in the area at the time,” Greabeiel 
claims. “We were the only bar in the 
area that the city had any ability to 
directly impact, in terms of shutting it 
down, since they owned it.” 

While Greabeiel and his team 
moved on and currently run Sapphire 
Lounge and Side Bar, they are still 
disappointed. He says the Armoury 
had the potential to keep running as a 
safe and fun nightclub, one that 
shouldn't have finished its clubbing 
history so soon. 

“It’s a very political issue,” he says. 
“In the last eight months that we ran 
the club we didn’t have any problems 
with violence or anything like that ... 
and since the city wasn’t willing to 
grant us the ability to move our 
liquor license to another location, [ 
think that speaks volumes to the fact 
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that they just really wanted to reduce 
the number of seats in bars near 
Whyte Ave.” 

For those not in the clubbing scene, 
however, news of the Armoury’'s 
future conversion into non-profit 
space came with a sigh of relief. 

“That's great news,” said one 
server at the neighbouring New York 
Bagel Café, who asked not to be 
identified. “People didn’t want to 
come here for dinner because there 
were all these teenagers running 
around, peeing on our lawn, throw- 
ing bottles around and pulling our 
plants out.” 

“I can't imagine you're going to 
find anyone who is too upset about it 
closing down,” says Shauna Petter- 
ington, who manages an apartment 
complex near the site. “It's improved 
a lot since the club closed down a 
few months ago, so I say ‘go for it.’ 
It's a great idea.” 

The city will make the site open for 
viewing in the coming months so 
interested groups can better look at 
the condition of the building to enable 
them come up with a more detailed 
proposed use of the location. 

“| know there are a lot of people 
saying, ‘here you've got a bunch of 
old folks turning the screws on the 
younger people,” Buksa says, “but I 
think you have to find that balance 
between what's good for the commu- 
nity and what's also good for busi- 
ness. I think we've found that now. It 
will be a nice change.” v 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 


covered contamination yet, | am way 
more outraged when Esso attempts 
to use strategies to walk away from 
their liability [in these cases].” 


BOTH RICHMOND AND Kitigawa favour 


more robust anti-pollution legislation 
as a way to prevent similar contami- 
nation in the future, but according to 
councillor Phair the city has no real 
power in these kinds of situations, as 
the municipal government has no 
control over environmental issues. 

“We don’t have any ability to do 
anything to try to make them do this 
more quickly or anything along 
those lines; other governments have 
jurisdiction over environmental 
clean-ups,” he explains. “The city is 
frustrated as well, but we're unfortu- 
nately unable to take any steps to do 
anything about it. We can ask them 
and encourage them to do some- 
thing but we have no ability to force 
the issue. 

“The former mayor tried on a num- 
ber of occasions to get Imperial Oil to 
move more quickly, but quite frankly 
they're a huge multinational corpora- 
tion and this issue probably has prac- 
tically no value in their context at all,” 
he continues. “I fear that this will go 
on for some time, unless other orders 
of government take some initiative, 
because there's practically nothing 
the city can do.” 

In response to these concerns, Rol- 
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heiser insists that his company under- 
stands the frustration felt by area 
businesses, residents, environmental- 
ists and politicians. 

“We recognize that, because of the 
location of this site and its proximity 
to Old Strathcona and etcetera, the 
appearance of the site has been a 
concer for the community, and that’s 
why earlier this year we tried to beau- 
tify somewhat the location as much 
as we could [with the installation of a 
new fence], but on the other hand, 
there’s only a certain amount that we 
can do, because we need to bear in 
mind that it's an active remediation 
site,” Rolheiser continues, stressing 
that the suggestion most often offered 
by area residents—to turn the lot into 
some kind of park—is completely 
unworkable. 7 

“You know, as much as it looks like 
a vacant lot, there's things happen- 
ing—work is going on from time to 
time, you know, trucks, vehicles, 
equipment come in there—but at any 
given time there’s a pump running 
and the stand-pipes that you see from 
the street,” he says. “I mean, we can't 
allow people access because god for 
bid someone would trip and injure 
themselves or something on some of 
the equipment that’s there, like the 
standpipes or the little pump house 
building, that sort of thing.” 


MORE DISCONCERTING is the fact that 


according to Rolheiser, the kind o 

contamination present at the Whyt 

Avenue site is not all that unusual 

“Il wouldn't say this is a unique 
case—with retail gasoline station 

with underground tanks built in a 
certain era, it’s not uncommon 

when those sites are decommis- 
sioned and the underground tanks 
are removed, to have some hydro- 
carbon impacted soil, and that’s by 
virtue of when the sites were built 
and the technology that was avail- 
able then,” he says. “Currently we 
have much better technology—we 
use different materials that are leak 
and corrosion resistant—but all ol 
the underground tanks that were 
installed in sites several decades ago 
were metal because that was the 
technology available, and when you 
put metal tanks in the ground and 
expose them to soil conditions and 
water sometimes they rust, and 
sometimes they leak. 

“| mean, it's difficult to make a 
blanket statement and say that every 
single gas station is going to have 
contaminated soil,” he continues, “but 
on the other hand it’s not uncommon 
given the technology that-was avail- 
able when these sites were built.” 

It is because of this reality that the 
Sierra Club’s Richmond strongly advo- 
cates legislation requiring more thor- 
ough and complete clean-up of 
polluted urban land. “In a city there 
are all kinds of sources of contamina- 
tion, and in the long term essentially 
all sites will eventually be re-used, so 
if you simply pave them over, you'd 
have an accruing toxic waste dump 
wherever an urban centre was,” he 
warns. “It's just a common sense 


.issue—when you discover a mess, you 


clean it up.” W 
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Kertész’s lens captures the solitude and 
beauty of reading the printed word 


At the age of 16, Andre Kertész became 
obsessed with a young woman living across 
the street from his family’s home in 
Budapest. He made notes in his journal of 
every glimpse of her he caught from his 
window. By the time Kertész was 58, living 


~ asan exile and little-known photographer in 


a 12th floor apartment overlooking Wash- 
ington Square in New York City, this gazing 
at individuals from a window's viewfinder 
might have finally seemed like his life's 
defining and unmovable station: he was, as 
people engaged in the act of creation so 
often are, a solitary figure, searching the 
world outside from a lonely bird's eye view 
for other solitary figures that might some- 
how mirror his own situation. 

Whether seated on a bench, climbing a 
staircase, passing through a snow-sculpt- 
ed park or perched on a rooftop, the soli- 
tary figure haunts a significant and 
distinctive portion of Kertész’s diverse 
and extremely prolific body of work. After 
the death of his beloved wife, this motif 
would be emphasized still more deeply by 
Kertész’s general withdrawal from the 
world, the period that would produce the 
series entitled From My Window. Kertész 
spent much of the latter part of his long 
life (1894-1985) rightfully feeling under- 
appreciated, anonymous, perhaps even 
cursed by misplaced genius. After having 
played such a pivotal, innovative role in 
the exploration of his chosen medium, a 
key influence on the likes of Henri-Cartier 
Bresson and Robert Capa, not to mention 
the Surrealists, he eventually became a 
frustrated figure of diminished acclaim, 
working away in a vacuum, a permanent 
stranger never to master the local lan- 
guage, lost in an oblivious, even hostile 
America. 

Though this reading of Kertész’s late 
life and work seems almost romantically 
awash in despair, the solace a photogra- 
pher such as Kertész must have found in 
the practice of photographing others’ soli- 
tude needs also to be accounted for. This 
sense of interconnectedness between 
solitary figures engaging in inherently 
solitary activities is what struck me most 
forcefully while looking at the large 
selection from Kertész’s On Reading 
recently displayed at Chicago’s Museum 
of Contemporary Photography, an extraor- 
dinary series that spans the artist's entire 
career, including images taken in Hun- 
gary, France and the US. 

On Reading is a catalogue of happy 
isolation, of contained vivacity, quiet 
ecstasy or helpless immersion; faces 
straining with concentration, but most 
often faces unseen; eyes hidden as they 
scan the contents of books, newspapers, 
pamphlets and magazines; heads balanc- 
ing on fingertips or resting on every pos- 
sible body part. A woman surrounded by 
rooftop, wearing only panties; has a book 
open flat between her legs (there is spe- 
cial attention placed here, as in other 
areas of Kertész’s work, on the ostensible 
privacy of rooftops). A reader is largely 
disguised by a thousand shivering leaves. 

An otherwise tidy apartment is filled with 
stacks of books and periodicals, some fill- 
ing comfortable-looking chairs like wel- 
come guests. Bodies are hunched over 
texts in every conceivable setting, some 
perched on tiny stools guarded over by 
statues, some crunched between fellow 
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JOSEF BRAUN 
hopscotch@vueweekly.com 


subway riders, some line the edges of 
fountains as innocently as pigeons. In one 
image the texture of rows of shelved 
books resembles the library's mouldy ceil- 


ing beams, looking like some fibrous 
meat. There are countless fingers in 
mouths, hands on foreheads. There is 
even an insect crawling across a printed 
page, as though Gregory Samsa from 
Kafka’s ‘Metamorphosis’ has come to 


seek answers within the medium of his 
troubled creator. 

As MoCP Curatorial Assistant Ashley 
Siple notes, “Kertész brings the solitary 
act of reading to a new level, rife with 
human consequences.” It is as though 
Kertész was peculiarly attuned to read- 
ing as both an internalization of experi- 
ence and as part of an enormous 
network, a world-wide web of expres- 


sion, absorption, revelation and hidden 
communion, contextualized by architec- 
ture, drama, chance and, most of all, by 
the framing of experience nurtured by 
that singular solitary figure who watches 
from his window. w 
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ness. 

Laying out the stories of her 
novel with short, sharp sentences 
within bursts of scenes, Ali builds a 
different tone in each chapter and 
shifts focus over three sections, 
moving from men to women to 
couples. The first third discloses 
the casual voyeurism and snap 
judgments of an antisocial writer 
or the swallowed grief of an over- 
weight bar owner. 

Ali's prose imbues the tender 
story of two men’s thwarted love 
with a stateliness and quiet dignity. 
The reader feels for the pair only in 
“retrospect, looking back on their 
relationship, revealed in a swirl of 
memories against the backdrop of 
Portugal’s right-wing dictatorship, 
an eta when “If you pretend [to 
believe] for long enough, you for- 
get you were only pretending in the 
first place.” 

The disjointed, flitting thoughts 
of Jay Potts—part of the vagabond- 
ish Potts family, who eke out an 
existence on their dump of a farm 
outside town—make way for a 
steadier, burbling stream of con- 


sciousness from Eileen, a disgruntled 
wife in the first flushes of menopause 


Break into the market with the 35 


who's on holiday with her rigid, fact- 
seeking husband. 


THE CENTREPIECE of the book, and the 


second of the women’s chapters 
before Ali turns to couples, is the 
Story of Teresa, a local teenager 


dreaming of running off to London to 
work as a nanny. Though a little ram- 


bling and fuzzy, by the end Ali has 
given pitch-perfect voice to a quietly 
earnest woman who braces herself, 
deep down, for disappointment 
Here and there, parts become 
bogged down in too many metaphors, 
and one character's American wife is 
weakly drawn, but what Ali does 
SO Well is measure that flux of feel- 
ings anyone can go thro 
surf of contradictions which will 
wash up gladness, irritation, relief 
and then ebb away, with the per 
son suddenly feeling “restored and 
generous.” And when one charac- 
ter briefly assesses another whose 
werld Ali has er 
chapter, we realize how much they 
misunderstand and overlook 

Alentejo Blue isn't a very s 
flashy, exotic or epic book, 
publishers seem to realize, 
book jacket—still harping on the 
success of Brick Lane and offering 
a muddled, misleading summary of 
this book—is any indication. 

Ali grounds these nine tales in a 
vivid sense of place, from cork 
trees and tile-floor houses to coun 
try fields and town bars, but she’s 
always striving for a se of the 
messy, rueful, yearning lives of the 
people who make a place. It’s this 
earthiness, the heartfelt stroll 
through odd neighbours’ lives, that 
makes Alentejo Blue such a humble 

pleasant, and quietly perceptive work 
of fiction. w 
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Ringtones | 

4) Ridin’ | 
Chamillionaire 


2) Unfaithful 
Rihanna 


3) Promiscuous (Girl) 
feat. Timbaland 
Nelly Furtado 


4) Sexy Back 
Justin Timberlake 


6) Animal I Have Become 
Three Days Grace 


7) Thunderstruck 
AC/DC 


8) Hips Don't Lie 
Shakira 


9) Because | Got High 
Afroman 


10) Sexy Back (Alt. Vsn) 
Justin Timberlake 
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Like a Pavlovian nerd: music and 


S| INFINITE LIVES 


The sweet spot at the Sidetrack seems 
like the sort of spot one would avoid at a 
live show. But that stout square pillar at 
stage right casts a nice big crowd-shad- 
ow, an open area of air and freedom 
amid the multitudes jostling and tippy- 
toeing for sightlines, and if you don't 
mind not actually seeing the band—you 
can peek around the corner now and 
then if you need to, make sure they 
haven't been replaced by karaoke 
ringers—the sound is fantastic. You're 
more or less at the mirror coordinates of 
the sound guy, and the mass of the pillar 
cuts out the nasty white clash of raw 
Joudness so you get a full, nuanced 
sound you can really let your ears wan- 
der around in. That's where | am now. 
zoning out and nodding as Carla Bozulich 
wails through “Baby That's the Creeps,” 
thinking about Pokémon. 

Pokémon? It happens, sometimes. I'll 
catch a glimpse of a faded Bulbasaur or 
Tentacoo! sticker on a ratty old binder in 
a pile of end-of-the-month dumpsterside 
junk and it all comes back to me—the 
long walks through the tall grass on the 
outskirts of Pallet Town, scaring up wild 
Pidgey and Kakuna; the strategic intensi- 
ty of the gym battles; the raw fever of 
Gotta Catch ‘em All! But why now, and 
why here? 

Sound triggers, man; the melody, as 
they say, haunts my reverie. It was 


oo 


almost eight years ago, in the deep 
autumn of 1998, that | began—improba- 
bly, almost impossibly—my career as 4 
videogame writer with a right-place- 
right-time pitch: working as a proofread- 
ing drone at the Journal, | saw the 
Pokémon press kit neglected on the edge 
of the then-entertainment editor's desk 
and, having a friend recently returned 
from Japan with wide-eyed tales of 


Pokémania, insisted the thing was going 
to be huge and that | should knock out a 
preview feature. That turned into a 
weekly thing, the sweetest and easiest 
money a hack could ever hope to pull ... 
and throughout that bright and golden 
time | was listening a lot to Butch, the 
second album by Carla's band the Geral- 
dine Fibbers. The music's different, but 
the built-in codes of her voice—that 
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feral twang—are taking me back, dis- 
playing the years. 


THOSE WERE EXCITING DAYS, and tough 
to leave behind; musically, spiritually, 
emotionally, morally, financially and pro- 
fessionally !'ve never really escaped from 
that ‘98 basement suite. And why 
escape? Along with Butch, there's the 
Zoobombs’ Welcome Back, Zoobombs!, 


Cibo Matto’s Viva! La Woman (already a 
year or two old) and Beck's Mutations 
soundtracking Oddworld, Ocarina of Time, 
Legend of Legaia (don't laugh) and Bushi- 
do Blade. There's Hideo Kojima’s Metal 
Gear Solid and RL Burnside’s Come On In. 
There's the sweet rush of that first no- 
roommate pot-smokin’ bachelor living ... 
and all it takes to return is the sight of an 
old grey PlayStation, a whiff of Nag 


Traci Bednard 
Director, Corporate Communications 
Edmonton Airpogs 
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emories 


Champa, a single second of a certain qua- - 
ver in Carla’s voice. 

Eight years! Eight years. A lot of water 
under a lot of bridges, thousands of hours 
of videogaming for rent money. Plenty of 
time for a network of audio associations 
to build up, wrap themselves around my 
memory core and send their tendrils 
deep. Some are less subtle than Carla 
Bozulich sending me back to Pokémon 


Red on my old Game Boy Pocket... to this 
day, | can’t hear an Offspring song—any 
Offspring song—without having my head 
shoved back to that blissful Y2K and the 
power-brat “Yah-yah-yah-yah-yah!” that 
kicked off every sweet Dreamcast Crazy 
Taxi run. Damn ... there was a 
videogame! Crazy drifting through traffic 
with a screeching harpy in the backseat, 
giving you shit because you couldn't get 


School of Business 


her to the KFC in less than 20 goddamn 
seconds. Look, lady ... the place is only 
800 metres away! What are you taking a 
taxi—let alone a crazy taxi—for, any- 
way? YAH-YAH-YAH-YAH-YAH! 

lt works the other way all the time as 

well, when there's a phrase in a game's 
music that's similar enough to the melody 
of a pop single that you can't play the 
game without getting that song stuck in 
your head. The GameCube cleaning-robot 
adventure Chibi Robo, for example, had 
something in it, somewhere, that lodged 
Cyndi Lauper's “She Bop” deep in me for 
weeks. And | seem to recall an old Japan- 
ese RPG—| think it might have been Star 
Ocean—that so aggressively re-intro 

duced the Scorpions’ glasnost anthem 
“Wind of Change” into my psyche that | 
had to quit playing. Currently, playing 
Oblivion, there’s this one bit that nags 
me, a snippet of ‘80s pop in the score | 
can't quite nail down and It’s driving me 
crazy. I'd turn off the in-game tunes and 
slap in some Danzig, but Oblivion s 
music—which changes to Battle Theme 
whenever trolls and skeletons and shit 
want to kick your ass—provides an indis- 
pensable danger sense. 

Up on stage, Carla's into the title track 
from her awesome new record, Evange 
lista. Pokémon thoughts fading, coming 
back up into this moment behind my pil- 
lar, I'm kind of glad my friend and | didn’t 
follow through on our supernerd plan to 
bring our Nintendo DSs to the show: do | 
really want to spend the next eight years 
hearing a haunted, wavery organ drone 
every time | fire up PictoChat? w 
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No, Mr Bond, I expect you to dive 


GOOD THING BAD ACCENTS DON'T MATTER UNDERWATER AS VUFS CORRESPONDENT GOES DOWN 


JEREMY DERKSEN / jeremy@vueweekly.com 
re's something about scuba 
]j diving that makes me feel a lit- 
_& tle like Bond, James Bond. 

There were no villains chasing me 
with harpoon guns when I did my first 
sea dive off the southern coast of 
France, but as I descended into the 
murky depths following a steel chain 
down towards dark nothingness, I felt 
a thrill. Beneath me, there was a 
whole unknown world. 

That day began with the usual nav- 
igational challenges. “Pas loin d'ici” 
(not far from here), I was told by the 
people when I asked for directions in 

" my stilting French. In the beach town 
ef Canet en Roussillon, finding an 
English-speaking person on the 
Streets at 8:00 am isn’t likely, so I'd 
given myself extra time to find the 
dive centre. 

Thankfully, I arrived early, so | 
walked over to a nearby café and 
indulged in one of my favourite 
French morning rituals: a breakfast of 
pain aux chocolat and espresso. 

The sun was already blazing as I 
strolled along the marina. Tempera- 
tures in southern France had risen 
from seasonably hot to extreme, 
prompting warnings from France’s 
health minister. I was cursing myself 
for forgetting my sunscreen as | 
reached the dive centre. 

Situated on Rue Abdon Gaux, 
Aquatile (www.aquatileplongee.com) 
looks onto the Canet marina. A single 
dive with them costs 50 euros (about 
$70 Canadian) and they accept PADI 
(Professional Association of Diving 
Instructors) certification. | chose them 
mainly because it was close to where 
1 was staying; a search on the PADI 
website (www.padi.com) reveals dive 
shops up and down the southern 
coast. Nonetheless, my selection was 
a good one: at Aquatile, I found genial 
hosts and experienced guides who 
were helpful and instructive. 


| WAS DIRECTED into a cozy, neo- 


prene-smelling shack, where an 
instructor helped me assemble my 
gear. First | grabbed a wetsuit and 
fins, then selected my buoyancy con- 
trol device, or BCD, a vest that does 
©xactly what its name says. 

Setting up your dive gear properly 
is important. First off, you don’t want 
to get into your wetsuit too early, 
specially in hot conditions, since it 
acts as an insulator. Instead, you set 
up your tank, BCD and regulators first, 
get your mask, snorkel and fins 
together, and then jump into the suit. 

The tank attaches to the BCD, 
which has locking straps to secure it 
in place. Your regulators—including 
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the mouthpiece you breathe from— 
come next. The regs are sometimes 
referred to as your octopus, because 
of all the hoses dangling from the reg- 
ulator attachment. 

Once our gear was together we 
loaded it into the jetty and seated our- 
selves along the inflated pontoons. 
There were seven other divers on this 
trip—all French, so communication 
was limited. 

As we rounded the rocky point of 
the marina, the divemaster warned us 
(in French) that we should hold the 
ropes so that we didn’t fall overboard. 
Then he gunned the motor and we 
were ripping through the waves. The 
salty spray showered my face as we 
hammered the surf. For half an hour 
we followed the coastline towards 
Spain, the little beachside villages 
slowly giving way to forest and vege- 
tation, and then high, green cliffs. 


Soon we were at Collioure, a historic 
Catalunyan town built on the cliffs 
above the sea. We dropped anchor 
and the boat rocked with the waves 
The ancient fort, the cathedral and the 
terraced rooftops of the town over- 
looked our dive site. 


| LEANED BACKWARDS over the side 


and fell into the water. Being from 
western Canada, I've swum in glacial 
pools and cold BC lakes. Even 
though I knew the Mediterranean 
would be much warmer, I'm used to 
expecting cold—not that I minded. I 
deflated my BCD and let out my 
breath, sinking below the waves 
Grabbing the anchor chain, | swam 
slowly downwards, remembering to 
equalize every few feet as |-went 
Equalizing, or relieving the pressure 
from your sinus cavities, is one of the 
most important parts of diving. 
Whether ascending or descending, 
managing the pressure in your inter- 
nal air spaces is necessary for com- 
. fort and safety. 
At depth, the water was murky 


blue-green. The underwater reefs 
were covered in seaweed and shells 
Green sea anemones and orz 
burst-coloured starfish ciu 
rocks. Schools of oblivious fish 
by, but the most fascinating were the 
octopi. The felines of the deep, they 
are both inquisitive and timid. Their 
bulbous heads peered from tight 
crevices, their eyes following us as we 
swam. It was hard to get a good look 
at them—whenever we got too close 
they would shrink back. As my dive 
partners swam ahead, [ hovered over 
one, letting myself float slowly 
upward a few feet. The octopus, cur 

ous, emerged. His tentacles were pur- 
ple and white, moving in all different 
directions. We shared a questioning 
stare and then, as miraculously as 
he'd appeared, he vanished into his 
crevice again 

As I swam, | practiced air control 

The BCD gives you buoyancy at the 
surface but underwater you use your 
breathing to regulate your depth 

Breathe out too much and you'll sink; 
fill your lungs and you'll drift 
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upwards. Regulating the air in your 
lungs as you breathe is a challenge 
but it’s a fun skill to master. More 
importantly, in delicate ecosystems 
it’s how you avoid bumping and dam 
aging thousand-year-old coral. For 
this first dive, it was a good thing we 
weren't near any sensitive areas. I got 
better as | went along, but I cheated 
several times by putting a finger or 
two on the reef to balance 

All too soon, it was time to ascend 
A dissociative euphoria hit me as my 
head rose above the surface; the sky. 
the cliffs and the sea were brighter 
and had more depth. In just 45 min- 
utes below, I'd forgotten there was a 
world outside the serene calm 10 
metres under 

Afterwards, our whole group 
shared a sense of elation. Perhaps it 
was the excitement or the underwater 
sign language that had put us at ease, 
but it seemed we were able to con- 
verse more fluently in both French 
and English on the way home. Still, as 
my dive made clear to me, my French 
is better underwater. v 
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Hit the links without fighting through tourists 


BANFF BECKONS WITH BACK ALLEYS, QUIET GREENS AND CULTURE 


WAYNE ARTHURSON / wayne @vueweekly.com 
espite its reputation as a tacky 
tourist destination, there are 
still plenty of secrets left in 

Banff National Park. 

The first secret is that if you want to 
walk around town without having to 
dodge lookee-loo’s checking out bits 
of chocclate or pseudo-Canadiana 
wares, do what the locals do: use the 
back alleys. In the time it takes you to 
navigate a bus tour of Europeans 
wondering if they should buy a pound 
of fudge, you can cross the entire 
town through its back-alley system. 

The other secret with Banff has to 
do with golf. Okay, that’s not really a 
secret: a good many folks come to 
Banff and the surrounding mountain 
area to golf. But the key to good, old- 
fashioned golf in Banff—the kind of 
golf where there's no real dress code, 
no drill sergeant course marshals and 
no $100 green fees—is to overlook the 
shiny green courses that everyone 
raves about 

For a moment, forget your political 
instincts and instead of making a left 
off Highway 1, make a right. Turn 
right onto the Seebe/Exshaw tum-off 
and you'll find a down-home, decent 
set of.links that harkens to a time 
when golf wasn’t about who designed 
the course, which has-been pro 
played there or Whether it takes nine 
months to book a tee time 
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The Kananaskis Ranch Golf Resort 
is a quiet, family-run course that 
might be a little off the beaten track 
but is by no means a cakewalk. 
Designed by Bud Brewster, a scion of 
the famous Brewster family, the 
course (nine holes now but with 18 
expected in 2007) sits on the family’s 
original homestead, under the watch- 
ful guidance of Yamnuska Mountain. 
The under-development feel of the 
course, which compliments the natu- 
ral landscape of the foothills rather 
than overwhelms it, presents more of 
a challenge than one of those over- 
green Augusta wannabes. 

The first two holes, Par Sand 4 
respectively, were pretty straight but 
long. And since this was my first 
round of golf in a couple of years, I 
forgot about my tendency to slice. I 
counted about four lost balls by the 
time I had putted out of the second 
hole. On the other hand, my short 
game was still intact and at no time 
did I putt more than twice on a hole. 
By the third hole, I was loose, driving 
high and straight, finishing with a 
decent bogey, and a positive feeling. 


THEN CAME HOLE 4. at almost 400 


yards it was a long par 4, but with a 
90-degree dogleg to the right that 
tempts you to try a drive over the 
ridge to the green. Ignore that tempta- 
tion because this hole faces due west, 
directly into the prevailing winds, 
which can jump to life just as your 
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driver connects to your ball. Three 
mulligans into this hole, I put the driv- 
er and my pride into the bag and hit 
into the fairway. This one hole 
reminded me of my golf limitations 
and throughout the rest of the round I 
played like a good boy and hada 


J] 


W, 


WENOHMMEY Yau 


great day of golf. No birdies, but a 
couple of decent pars. 

For most of my round, there was no 
one in front or behind me, save for a 
couple of drifting red-tail hawks. And 
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Ifs easy to come to the 
' Yukon now for three days or 
three weeks: visit 
www.flyairnorth.com 
for flight information or let 
Us send you information on 
driving the Alaska Highway. 


Call or write the Tourism 
Coordinatior 
sy! of Whitehorse, 
121 2nd Ave, 
Whitehorse, Yukion 
YIA 2¢2 
(867)668-8687 
©) or Fox (867)668-8384 
now, for your FREE Vacalion 


Package including your 
2006 CD-ROM. 
Or visit us on our extensive 
websites... 
www.tourwhitehorse.com 


www. visitwhitehorse.com 
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There’s something in the water at Panorama 


BIKING, RAFTING, GOLFING ... AND A THE ULTIMATELY FAILED PURSUIT OF A SUPERHERO 


COLIN CATHREA / colin@yueweekly.com 
couldn't catch Wonder Woman 
| Gat the dust cloud I could 
see her red cape flapping in the 
her down, | 
rollers and 
T my handle- 
bars. Now | know why so many bik- 
ers here have full-coverage padding 
Still, it was a blast, like so many of 
the other activities at Panorama 
Mountain Village 
A six-hour drive from Edmonton 
(just past Invermere, BC), Panorama is 
ideal for a summer getaway. On its 
website, www.panoramaresort.com, 
Panorama boasts a mind-boggling 
array of summer activities—at last 
count there were 26 categories listed. 
And, with a full weekend ahead, I was 
to fit in as many as | could 
k-in Friday after- 
aren and I head up to 
nd. A beauti- 
© looking up to 
airlift, in full view of 
park, kids’ area, volleyball 
rt and miles of mountain bike 
: I duled for a whitewa- 
trip Saturday and golf the 
y. In between there are all 


wind. Trying to chase 


Juad 
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hal to make a four- 
all she ‘had for us was a 
casant demeanor and an opportuni- 
iy a cold beer. The Kananaskis 

f the perfect anti- 
crowded, over- 


= PANORAMA 


kinds of other activities to fill out the 
days. One of the first things we notice 
is that all the staff are really friendly 
and helpful. | began to suspect that 
management was spiking the staff 
water supply with happy drugs. 

-Just under our condo we find the 
bike rental shop, which has a plethora 
of KONA bikes sitting in racks outside 
the door. All are full-suspension, alu- 
minum war machines making my 
Bianchi Peregrine look like a Model T 
Ford. However, at $60 per hour or $90 
for a full day, I decide to try my bike to 
start. Karen thinks hers will be fine as 
well, as she’s planning to stick to the 
green runs 

Our first trip down Rocking Horse is 
a rocking good time. I've tuned the 
bikes up so there's no incessant brake 
squeal. Karen gets the hang of it 
rather quickly considering her limited 
downhill experience. We piecemeal 
our way down, but it's time for me to 
get a little more adrenaline flow, so I 
give the blue runs Dog Town and 
Moose Powder a rip. Getting the con- 


priced, over-developed golf world that 
many people accept as gospel. 


WITH MY RETURN to golf complete, I 


headed into Banff for more Brewster 
Family hospitality. Although located in 
downtown Banff, the Brewster Moun- 
tain Lodge was an oasis of down-to- 
earth serenity. The staff were casual 
and friendly, and my room faced an 


fidence up, I’m taking air over the 
bottom rollers as they become more 
familiar. One thing I notice is that I’m 
a hell of a lot more confident and can 
go way faster down these same runs 
on my skis. Of course, falling on snow 
is farless tragic. . 


THE NEXT MORNING, after a quick 


breakfast, we decide to snoop 
around beside the golf course at the 
new million-dollar log mansions 
down on Grey Wolf Drive. There is a 
beautiful paved path that carves its 
way through the village, around the 
golf course and down Toby Creek 
Looking down at Toby, we see there's 
a good water level that should expe- 
dite our trip this afternoon. That 
afternoon, we take the gondola 
down to the river, and walk across 
the suspension bridge to the Adven- 
ture Center. This is where we are to 
meet up with the “Kootenay River 
Runners” tour group. 

We’re early, so we lay out on the 
grass. Within a few seconds I spy a 
guy ripping towards the fence on his 
bike. He jumps a grass knoll, plants 
the front wheel under full brake and 
flip-rolls over the handlebars to his 


indoor courtyard—a quiet spot to 
relax before a night in Banff. 

Many would assume that such a 
night would focus on hopping 
around the numerous watering holes 
in Banff and they would assume 
wrong. Another secret that many 
people sadly overlook about Banff is 
with the Banff Centre for the Arts just 
up the hill. Banff probably has more 


feet, introducing himself as Tim, our 
rafting guide. Most excellent, a 
Kamikaze whitewater guide! A crowd 
of around 30 people mill in, get their 
life jackets and gear and then we 
head off to the bus to take us upriver 
for launch. Except for Karen and I, our 
group is all first-timers. 

“Hard forward!" Tim shouts and 
gets us paddling towards the biggest 
rock in the river. It’s soon evident we 
ar€ not going to attempt to miss the 
drops, rocks and obstacles in Toby 
Creek. Tim wants us to get the full 
experience of crashing and bumping 
into as many as possible. He's a cagey 
bugger, as he gets the raft going side- 
ways so when we hit a rock, the guys 
facing upstream can’t see it coming 
and get drenched. Tim is also very 
funny. His stories and banter make 
the two-hour trip much more fun. We 
pass under a wedding that is taking 
place at a five star condo on the river- 
bank. | will discover later that this is 
the wedding of Wonder Woman. 

Another good dinner and good 
sleep readies me for 18 holes at the 
incredible Greywolf Golf Course. This 
course is so bloody spectacular and 
beautiful it’s hard to keep your mind 


art-centred events than Edmonton 
and definitely more than Calgary. Just 
check out its Summer Festival, dur- 
ing which there’s at least one art 
event daily. 

That Friday night, there was Mani- 
towapan, the newest piece by famed 
Canadian choreographer Gaetan Gin- 
gras. Also on the bill was Tree Of Life: 
Time Of Drought, a piece choreo- 


on the game. It’s also undulating, nar- 
row and tough. The famous par three 
“Canyon” hole is amazing, one of 
those things that a photograph can’! 
duplicate. I’m very happy to have 
experienced one of the top golf cours- 
es in North America. In fact, Gol/ 
Digest Magazine rates it in the top 10 
in Canada. 

So now I’m pumped for another rip 
on the mountain bike. I arrive at the 
chairlift and meet a group of strangely 
dressed whackos. They are in super 
hero costumes and other very odd 
attire. This is when | spy Wonder 
Woman heading up the lift. ! am com- 
pelled to follow. We disembark at the 
top and I ride over for a better look. A 
stunning blond in full contact gear 
with a red flashy cape! She takes off 
and I follow, passing her shortly 
thereafter. This pisses her off and she 
is soon back in the lead. | press for- 
ward, but then those damn rollers 
throw me. I crash and break out 


laughing (must be the happy water - 


getting to me). As I pick myself up, | 
reflect on the great weekend I've had 
and chalk up my crash to another 
invaluable outdoor lesson ... don’t 
race super heroes, v 


graphed and featuring Rulan Tangen 
More recently, she choreographed 
scenes in Mel Gibson’s upcoming film, 
Apocalypo. So it was a stunning night 
of international calibre dance, an odd 
ending to a day of golf for sure. But if 
you keep your eyes open and look 
beyond the obvious in Banff, you'll 
find a town that’s more interesting 
than the reputation that precedes it. v 
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DOWNTOWN JAZZ 


Thursday to Saturday 


Aug 17, 18.& 19 


ANDREW 
GLOVER TRIO 


AUGUST 22 - SUPPERCLUB 


featuring the tastes of BBQ 


10444 - 82ave. 
433-6768 
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Nothing could be finer than 
dinner at the Blue Plate Diner 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / dish@vueweekly.com 

very once in a while, a restau- 
E= emerges to perfectly cap- 

ture its time and place. The 
glamourous Waldorf-Astoria of culi- 
nary experimentation and the velvet 
rope to keep out the riffraff was tumn- 
of-the-century New York; the Brown 
Derby was a Hollywood slice of con- 
spicuous consumption and desperate 
hedonism in the Dirty Thirties. Right 
now, in all its funkified and pancultur- 
al urban core, the Blue Plate Diner is 
Edmonton. 

The Diner is a downtown yuppie’s 
dreamscape: textures and colours 
weave together to form an ode to the 
eclectic. Exposed brick walls boasted 
vibrant local art under 14 foot ceil- 


-ings. Odd-windowed walls separated 


> | EVERYDAY UNTIL 10 PM 


BLUE PLATE DINER 
10145104 STREET 


428.0740 


BISTR 


booths along one side, while brown 
government-building tile covered the 
floor. From the huge, street-level win- 
dows you could watch the city’s gen- 
trification. 

On a busy Tuesday night, the 
overextended but serene server gave 
me a warm, welcoming smile and left 
me with both drink and food menus. 
Tonight I was flying solo, so I flipped 
through mid-range, kitschy cocktails 
along with a decent wine list and beer 
selection before settling on a Lynch- 
berg Lemonade ($7). (In a former life, 


I was a Jack Daniels man.) 

My dinner order was much more 
challenging: since it wasn’t Friday 
night, I couldn’t simply request the 
dazzling weekly special. However, 
starters, salads, sandwiches and din- 
ners were far less expensive than I 
expected and described more luscious- 
ly than I could imagine. Should I try the 
stuffed artichoke hearts, the Caesar 
salad's roasted red pepper dressing or 
the baked tandoori chicken? Pity the 
savoury dilemmas of your friendly 
neighbourhood restaurant reviewer! 


WITH MY SERVER'S GUIDANCE, 1 set- 
tled on the grilled shrimp to start ($8), 
followed by a cornmeal-crusted Cajun 
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Is great taste popping up all over? 


=| MO 
ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweekly.com ——— 


when I go out to the movies. It 

doesn’t matter if I’ve just finished 
supper or I have a cholesterol test in 
the morning—there is no defence 
against the tempting aroma of freshly 
popped popcorn. 

At home, it’s an overflowing bow! 
of fluffy white kernels made with care 
in my own kitchen. But somehow it’s 
just not the same. Is there some pop- 
corn out there that can match the 
flavour and texture of theatre-style? 
One Saturday evening, I gathered a 
group of popcorn lovers to find out 
what the supermarkets had to offer. 

The first known use of popcorn 
was in Mexico over 5 000 years ago. 
Samples of popping corn have been 
found in archeological sites through- 
out Central and South America. 
European explorers reported tasting 
popped corn in the 1490s while visit- 
ing the eastern shores of North 
America. 

Today, most of us pop our corn in 
the microwave. In the ‘40s, popcorn 
Was actually used to help develop the 
microwave oven itself. Shelf-stable 
microwave popcorn has been around 
for about 25 years. 


Jin: resist a big bag of popcorn 


| COLLECTED FOUR aitrerent 
microwave popping corns and some 
old fashioned Jolly Time, determined 
to try them out for taste and overall 
enjoyment. As a baseline, | picked up 


MICROWAVE 
POPCORN 


some popcorn from the Princess The- 
atre. The Princess serves theirs with 
a mixture of half margarine, half but- 
ter. According to the helpful staff, 
half and half is the preferred blend of 
theatregoers. 

Four friends assembled on my patio 
in the cool evening air while I went 
inside to prepare samples. I didn’t 
want the sound or smell of the prepa- 
ration to affect their taste buds in any 
way. I poured a few cocktails to 
cleanse our palates, and after a short 
briefing, we were ready to go to work 

We tried Safeway-brand Theatre- 
Style, Act Il Butter Lover’s, Orville 
Redenbacher’s Reden-budders, Safe- 
way Light Natural, plus Jolly Time 
popcorn made both with the air pop- 
per and on the stovetop (cooked with 
oil and subsequent butter added) 

At 32 calories per cup and only 0.8 
g of fat, the Safeway Light Natural 
(73 cents per bag) was served up first 
To be honest, this is what I usually eat 
at home, adding popcorn spice and 
forgoing the butter altogether in a 
vain attempt to maintain my figure. 

Although judged a bit bland (1 
served it without enhancement), we 
all agreed that it had great texture and 
fullness. Rating low on the oiliness 
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scale, we all felt pretty good about its 
virtuousness. 

Next was Jolly Time cooked in oil 
on the stovetop (20 cents for 10 cups 
popped). It was far richer, coming in 
at 89 calories per cup and a whopping 
7.4 g of fat, due to both oil and 2 tbsp 
of butter. The same product in the air 
popper reduced the calorie load to 64 
per cup and, after dousing it with but- 
ter, 4.6 g of fat. 

Of the two, the stovetop was pre- 
ferred slightly over the air popped, 
mostly because of the fantastic tex- 
ture. Strangely enough, small 
amounts of burnt kernels in the bowl 
actually added to the appeal of the 
stovetop version. 

Next, at 73 calories per cup and 
5.6 g of fat, the authentic Princess 
Theatre popcorn was quickly identi- 
fied as the genuine article. Our 
munching horde found it lush, moist 
and buttery. The light, natural color 
was attractive, although it was clearly 
oily. One friend said that it tasted great 
but it probably wasn’t good for him 


WHEN IT CAME TO the products that 
promised “authentic butter flavour,” 
things became more personal. All three 
of our butter-flavoured microwave 
popping corns had a nutritional price of 
40 calories per cup and 2.5 g of fat 
Safeway’s Theatre-Style (73 cents 
per bag) promised extra butter flavour 
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Tell us: “What facility is featured in 
the article on page 91” and you 
could win a prize package! 


DID YOU KEEP YOUR 
HOT SUMMER GUIDE? 


email your answer, name and daytime 
phone number to hsg@vueweekly.com 
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Blue Plate definitely worth the wait 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24 


snapper ($14). Decision made, I could 
sit back and survey my surroundings. 
Dotting the other 20 or so tables were 
pairs, triples and foursomes of hip 
urbanites enjoyed their meals. Some 
were friends, some couples and oth- 
ers were adorable first dates. 

I barely had time to catch a buzz 
from my lemonade before my appetiz- 
er arrived in a cloud of mouthwater- 
ing garlic. Six plump shrimp, drizzled 
in butter and herbs, were arranged 
around a mound of oddly-flavoured 
“jicama” slaw. The shrimp were firm 
and delivered a kick of garlic with 
each bite. My drink’s lemon top note 
promised tasty, thirst-quenching 
action, while the dark, velvety JD con- 
trasted perfectly with the taste of the 
shrimp. 

There was a bit of a wait for my 
entrée, which suggested that the 


kitchen was as busy and short-staffed 
as the front. My meal was worth the 
wait. A generous pile of maple 
mashed yams and some sautéed veg- 
gies accented the piéce de resistance: 
a thin slice of tender, breaded fish 
under caramelized salsa and a heavy 
dose of cilantro. 

The light-tasting white fish flaked 
away easily with the slightest pres- 
sure of my fork. The crunchy corn- 
meal exterior was a treat, but the real 
find was in the unexpected bursts of 
juicy spiciness from my delicious 
caramelized salsa. That sensational 
zing could deliver a punch to almost 
any entrée. This may just be the start 
of a garnishing revolution! 


| STUFFED MYSELF. at the end, my 
head spinning, | found myself alone 
with the dessert menu and a thick, 
rich mocha with a thick head of 
whipped cream ($4). Seductive 


Join us fora 
Dinner Cruise 


Boarding nightly at 6pm 


options included my beloved pecan 
pie and a raspberry velvet torte made 
with Bernard Callebaut chocolate ($7) 
that I simply couldn't resist. 

In moments, the torte was deliv- 
ered and the world ceased to exist. It 
was almost too dense to drive my fork 
through, but simply dissolved in my 
mouth, For a few minutes, I tasted 
paradise. I exulted in the fact that I 
didn’t have to share a single bite. 

For $42 plus tip, | savoured an 
extravagant dinner with two drinks 
and three amazing courses. Unfortu- 
nately, the hiring environment in 
Edmonton has taken its toll on this lit- 
tle gem: the Blue Plate Diner has can- 
celled its popular morning breakfasts 
and you may wait a few minutes for 
service. Check out the Friday night 
specials and the weekend brunch 
should not be missed. 

Maybe next time, I'll bring my wife. 
Maybe. v 
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9734-98 Avenue, Edm. AB 
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Theatre popcorn still tops the pops 
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and had a recipe for popcorn party 
mix on the side of the box. We were 
all disturbed by its weird yellow 
colour when popped, which was likely 
meant to mimic butter's cheerful pres- 
ence. Although as fluffy as its Light 
Natural sister, it had a serious chemi- 
cal taste that nobody favoured. 

Orville Redenbacher’s Reden- 
budders (the most expensive at $1.20 
per bag) alleged it would give us the 
wonderful aroma and great taste of 
movie-theatre popcorn in the comfort 
of our home. It fared slightly better in 
our taste test, with one friend choos- 
ing it as his favourite. To its credit, it 
did have a small amount of real butter 
on the ingredient list. 

Act II Butter Lover’s (0.90 cents 
per bag) claimed to have “the perfect 
blend of rich butter flavour and just 
the right amount of salt.” It was a 
clear loser in our investigation, com- 


ing in laskamong our microwave 
products. ry single tester found it 
too salty, and it was notably greasy. 

There was no question that my 
friends could identify the fakes. Made 
with hydrogenated soy oil and artifi- 
cial flavour and colour, they really 
didn’t give butter a run for its money. 

What became clear from our inves- 
tigation, however, was that not every- 
body wanted the same thing from a 
popcorn snack. I wanted to find a 
conveniently prepared popcorn thai 
tasted like its been smothered in gen- 
uine butter. Some of my friends sim 
ply wanted a treat that had as little fat 
as possible. Others found the faux 
butter to be just fine. 

My conclusion was that if you wan} 
genuine butter taste at home, use but- 
ter. Pop it on the stove, in the 
microwave or with your air popper 
and add whatever amount of butte: 
your heart surgeon has approved— 
and enjoy. w 
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A live operator is waiting for your call! 
Simply ask to be connected with a specific business or 
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Introducing the NEW 


Extreme Grand Slam! 


Drop by any Edmonton-area Denny's during the 
ENTIRE MONTH OF AUGUST and for every Extreme Grand Slam served 
we will be happy to donate $1.00 to the Canadian Cancer Society. 
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du cancer 


) Canadian 
Breast Cancer 
Foundation’ 
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éYO quiero 


taco, bella? 


INNER CITY EATERY BROADENS MORE 
THAN JUST CULINARY HORIZONS 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / dish@vueweekly.com 
o be honest, I probably never 
| would have gone to El Rancho 
on my own. 

The suburban-raised, white-bread 
yuppie in me feels anxious on 118th 
Avenue. It’s not just that I fear for my 
life, car or wallet: I feel distinctly 
uncomfortable facing (and somewhat 
responsible for) the yawning social 
chasm that separates me from the 
area’s residents. 

However, the stunning half-Mexi- 
can receptionist at my new day job 
told me that the place reminds her 
mother of home. Recommendations 
don’t come any stronger than that. 

With only a few of its tables filled, 
the tiny restaurant felt open and airy as 
we entered and took our seats at 5:30 
on a Saturday night. Authentic Latin 
American tchotchkes hung from peach- 
coloured walls. We had the lightest 
complexions in the room, and Spanish 
flowed like music from every group. 

Our busy young server dropped off 
menus with a smile. There wasn't a 
huge selection, and | only recognized 
about a third of the dishes, but the list 
promised a fiesta on our bland 
norteamericano taste buds. 


APPETIZERS ranged up to $10 and four 
heartily-described soups were very 
tempting, but we were more interested 
in combining El Racho’s intoxicating 
novelty with food we could at least 
recognize. We made our discoveries 
halfway down the list of entrées. I 
picked the burrito al carbon ($8.95) 
and my wife took the enchilada Mexi- 
cana ($8.95). We chose the flautas 
Mexicana ($5.95) from the appetizer 
menu to share with our daughter. (My 
suave attempt at a flawless Spanish 
accent went embarrassingly awry 
when I pronounced the “x” in “Mexi- 
cana.” Twice. Our grinning server cor- 
rected me cheerfully. Both times.) 

1 ordered a glass of the house red 


= | Ls uo HUNT LH 
EL RANCHO SPANISH 
RESTAURANT 

11810-67 STREE 

471490 


MEXICA 


($4.75) and my wife, with uncharacter- 
istic adventurousness, ordered a Cola 
Champagne ($2.15). We asked about 
the Jugos d’El Rancho ($2), and my 
daughter immediately picked a glass of 
fresh-squeezed pineapple (pina) juice 

Suddenly, El Rancho got busy. A 
large group of Hispanic men started 
pushing tables together and we gra- 
ciously moved. We were just in time, 
since four or five smaller groups and 
couples filtered in to fill the rest of the 
restaurant. At about the same time, 
someone replaced Shakira’s greatest 
hits on the stereo with more tradition- 
al mariachi music. 

Our drinks arrived shortly, and we 
had some pleasant surprises. My 
wife's Cola turned out to be identical 
to that syrupy-sweet cream soda of 
our youths in every way except its 
neon orange hue. The pineapple juice 
was a rich and thirst-quenching treat 
that my daughter refused to release, 
which was fine since | felt the same 
way about my glass of Chilean Gato 
Negro. It was a berry-infused, full- 
bodied wine that filled my palate and 
stayed there. 

Our dishes arrived quickly as well, 
since the kitchen was desperately try- 
ing to clear their orders for the rush 
Spicy aromas lifted off each plate and 
we all shared a grin before we dove in 


THE FLAUTAS WERE three crunchy, 
deep-fried chicken rolls wrapped in 
thin tortilla shells. I stole some of the 
sour cream to mix with the refried 
beans and lean strips of beef inside 
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JASON FOSTER 
greatheal@vueweekly.com 


SHAFTEBURY COASTAL CREAM 
SHAFTEBURY BREWING (SLEEMAN), 
11.49 / 6-PACK 


In the late 80s and early ‘90s, Canada’s 
Left Coast sprouted dozens of microbrew- 
eries. These small-scale craft brewers 
were committed to real beer, quality 
ingredients and full taste. The movement 
provided a world of new flavours and 
beer styles for the Canadian beer drinker. 
Thank goodness. 

Of course, once the big boys catch on 
to something, they move quickly. Most of 
those independent craft brewers in BC 
are now owned by one of the big three 
Canadian breweries. Of course, in the 
interests of marketing, their original 
labels and brands remain. They spout the 
proud call to “think globally, drink locally” 
by misleading thousands of unsuspecting 
beer drinkers. 

A perfect example is Shaftebury Brew- 
ing out of Delta, An upstart in 1987, they 
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my own flour tortilla. | had no idea 
how I was going to finish the enor- 
mous sides of spiced rice and salad 
under a tangy vinaigrette after I 
devoured my burrito. 

My wife's enchilada was even bet- 
ter. The corn tortilla wrapped lovingly 
around tender pieces of chicken and 
the whole was baked to a turn. She 
solved her portion problem by simply 
ignoring her rice and salad. 

I savoured the last few bites of 
tefried beans with as much gusto as 
my first few, then made a cardinal 
mistake: since I hadn’t actually 
undone my belt, I felt | probably had 
room for dessert. 

Unfortunately, the labour-intensive 
deep fried ice cream was unavailable 
on such a busy night, so we settled for 
the flan ($2.50) to share. I was a little 
disappointed with the smallish, jig- 
gling dessert when it arrived. A single 
taste changed my mind. 

.It was delicately flavoured and 


Shaft from 
a faux microbrewery 
GREAT HEAD 


attempted to brew solid, commercially 
viable beer for awaiting beer palates with 
some success. They were bought out by 
Sleeman in 1999. 

Their anchor brand remains Coastal 
Cream Ale, a mild brown ale with a 
creamy mouthfeel. 

A deep amber, almost copper beer, 
Coastal Cream can’t seem to decide what 
it wants to be. The aroma offers very lit- 
tle enticement. When you sip, you pick up 
some chocolate and nutty malt notes and 
a mild brown ale flaveur. Not too much, 
mind you. There is little hop to speak of, 
and the finish is watery. 

There is nothing unpleasant in this 
beer. But neither is there anything to 
make you want to consume two or three 
in a row. In a pub it might be an accept- 
able starter, but don’t try to anchor an 
evening's drinking on it. 

One of the major problems of big 
breweries buying out micros is that they 
mess with the recipe. They water down 
the beer's impression to make it more 
palatable for mass consumption. Unfortu- 
nately, this takes all its character and 
leaves an insipid, uninspiring beer. 

| wonder what Shaftebury Coastal 
Cream Ale was like in 1987 ... probably 
much more impressive. w 


whispered across my tongue on the 
way to the pleasure centres of my 
brain. The custard supported a 
caramelized sugar au jus that definite- 
ly violated some international conven- 
tion on the maximum sweetness 
permitted in a single dessert. While I 
scribbled my notes, my wife and 
daughter scammed most of the flan 

After such an excellent conclusion, 
there was nothing to do but roll our- 
selves out the door. Our bill came to 
under $40, which was patently ridicu- 
lous, so I left $50 and all my change 
before following my family to our 
bright yellow car. It remained unstolen. 

In the gathering summer dusk, the 
neighbourhood felt a little more wel- 
coming. The lurking residents seemed 
less ominous and the Report-a-John 
signs gleamed with a nobility of pur- 
pose. Where Air-I and urban 
improvement efforts failed, a meal at 
El Rancho succeeded in reclaiming 
the area for the yuppie writhing in 
inherited social guilt: I will return, and 
I encourage you to check it out. w 
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Twenty-five years and still all about the artists 
A SILVER ANNIVERSARY DOESN'T CHANGE A THING FOR FESTIVAL DIRECTOR MIKI STRICKER 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
iki Stricker pauses. Her eyes widen. 
1\V/ ees almost spitting out the 
-words. She leans her head back, still 
thinking. Finally, she has it. 

“Wind in Her Sails. There, that’s four.” 

The challenge has been met. But I don’t think 
there was every any doubt in my mind that the 
Fringe Festival director, fresh off a night when 
she was only at her office until 11pm, was going 
to be able to name half the shows playing at the 
Varscona, even if it was a tossed-off challenge 
that came up only when I couldn't remember all 
eight shows I was supposed to be reviewing this 
year. 

Despite the fact this year's Fringe has some 159 
companies putting on shows in over 30 indoor 
and outdoor venues, I’d put money on Stricker 
being able to name damn near every actor who'll 
be stepping under the spotlight this year: this 
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woman cares about her artists, with the type of 
zeal and passion you can pretty much only find in 
a person tasked with running the world’s second- 
largest alternative theatre festival. 

“Well, we're a non-curated, non-censored fes- 
tival: we pick our artists through lottery and 
first-come, first-serve. One hundred per cent of 
ticket sales go to the artist. At its heart, that’s 
what the Edmonton Fringe is based on, those 
are the ideals that were instilled from the get-go, 
and we wont ever stray from that,” Stricker says, 
shrugging off the idea there's something unique 
in her passion. “Although we might have grown 
in scope and size, we're still the same festival at 


our heart, and we'll always be that festival.” 


WHATEVER STRICKER might say, though, it’s hard 


to believe that the only difference between this 
year's 25th-anniversary Hi-Yo Fringe, Away! 
and the original incarnation a quarter-century 
ago is time. Started by Brian Paisley as a way to 
get Edmonton's theatre community through the 
lean months of summer, the Fringe has bal- 
looned into a festival that’s so big it’s really only 
about theatre if you want it to be—but of course, 
once you want it to be, you'll never find more 
theatre as long as you look (well, so long as you 
don't look in Edinburgh. Ahem.) 

For Stricker, though, as ballooned as the 
Fringe gets—as many people who show up just 
for corn dogs and comedy, and as many city 
blocks and expropriated bars get swallowed up 
to feed the beast—it all means nothing if it isn’t 
serving the artists, and ensuring that our Fringe 


— - 


keeps its top-ranked reputation as one of 
friendliest spaces for theatre folks of all stripe 

“The festival does continue to grow in terms 
of shows—this year we have more than last 
year, and we had more than the year before that 
last year. At the same time, though, any growth 
that the festival does shouldn't outpace the 
needs of artists,” she explains. “It’s important to 
us that artists are able to make a living coming 
to this festival. It’s not going to be a great living 
by any stretch of the imagination, but I'm very 
happy with the fact that last year the average 
return to the artist was $4 200 and change, that 
the average audience size was 76 people. 

“That's crazy, that’s nuts that the average 
show was 76 people, and I don’t want to lose 
that,” Stricker adds. “I den’t want to grow for the 
sake of growth: we have fo make sure, always 
that first and foremost this is an artist's festival 
and they're making a go of it.” w 
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No wonder they call it 
the Fringe Festival 


THE SCORPION GIRL, GAY PUPPETS AND NAZIS IN DRAG 
ALL FIND A HOME ON STAGE AT A/-YO FRINGE, AWAY 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
he image of a jack-booted SS 
| officer slipping into a cocktail 
dress isn't something you come 
across every day. And for local play- 
wright Darren Hagen, that's exactly 
why it belongs at the Edmonton 
Fringe Festival. 

“As soon as | typed the words 
‘gay nazi musical’ into Google, | 
knew I had a good Fringe play,” says 
Hagen with his usual boisterous 
laugh. “The story really does have 
the perfect elements of a Fringe 
play. I'm always looking for an 
excuse to put boys in drag, and 
when it's Nazi boys in drag, well— 
how can you pass that up?” 

Fresh off the success of last year's 
acidic BitchSlap!, Hagen’s newest 
Fringe work is The Neo-Nancies: 
Hitler's Kickline, a play about the 1942 
Nazi musical Die Grosse Liebe, which 
starred Nazi chanteuse Zarah Leander 
and featured a grand finale of—this is 
entirely true—an elite platoon of SS 
officers dressed like chorus girls danc- 
ing behind her. 

Of course, leave it to the Fringe to 
make even Nazis in support hose look 
downright normal. Though spare 
character studies, one-handed tour de 
forces and dialogue-driven sketch 
comedy might be the main course at 
Hi-Yo Fringe, Away, only the Fringe 
food stands rival the actual festival for 
diverse options to toss on your plate. 

Take, for instance, actor/playwright 
Berend McKenzie’'s new play—his 
first—Get Off the Cross, Mary. A tale of 
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a gay man coming to grips with reli- 
gion isn’t exactly anything new; when 
that gay man’s a puppet, though, and 
he decides to take on religion by stag- 
ing a queer disco re-telling of The Pas- 
sion of the Christ—well, welcome to 
Fringe time. 

“At first | wasn’t quite sure about 
using puppets, but now I don’t think 
there’s any other way it could work,” 
he explains of his puppets, which he 
designed with the help of a friend 
from Vancouver who used to work 
with the Muppets. “Puppets can say 
things that are actually quite jarring, 
just really scandalous, but they allow 
it to be really funny, or at least not 
that bad. When a puppet swears, it’s 
actually really funny.” 


AND WHILE MCKENIZE mignt be aim- 
ing for humour, Ron Pearson is out to 
scare you with his latest, Scorpion 
Girl. One of the last remaining mem- 
bers of a scorpion family created 
when the US began atomic testing in 
the South Pacific, Scorpion Girl is the 
latest in Pearson's string of freaks and 
oddities from around the world. 

“This is really is the most frighten- 
ing thing we've ever done, and proba- 
bly the most frightening thing people 
will ever see,” says Pearson with his 
tongue in cheek. 

Kidding aside, though, for Pearson 
Scorpion Girl is a chance to indulge 
his love of the carnival sideshow—an 
art that’s certainly dwindling but 
nonetheless right at home in the mid- 
dle of the Fringe. 


“I fell in love with this kind of stuff 
as a kid, when the old Royal Ameri- 
can midways used to come to town. I 
was scared to death of them, of 
course, but they were also always so 
interesting—you always go in to see 
the headless bikini girl,” he explains. 
“When I saw the mini-donut stands at 
the Fringe, saw everything surround- 
ing it, I just knew the atmosphere 
would be totally conducive to it.” 

And it's that atmosphere—sans 
mini-donuts—that encourages both 
Hagen and McKenzie as well. The 
Fringe, for them, is the type of place 
where people understand that unique 
stagings or outlandish plots are just 
new ways of striking at the heart of 
theatre: telling stories that deserve to 
be told. 

“For me, this is a chance to do 
queer theatre about a pretty major 
event in queer history that nobody 
knows about,” explains Hagen. “And 
it's also a chance to look at just how 
queer the Nazis were—and let me tell 
you, those posters, with blond boys in 
uniforms, just scream it.” 

“| was really just frustrated with 
politicians bringing up the whole gay 
rights/gay marriage thing as a way to 
divert attention from the real topics,” 
says McKenzie of the genesis of his 
play. “I’ve heard a lot of talk about 
how Christ wouldn't love gays, you 
know, and the puppets really just give 
me a chance to but a different spin on 
a pretty sensitive subject, and the 
Fringe is a great place to take on 
those subjects.” w 
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THEATRE TO KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR 
AT THIS YEAR'S FRINGE 


DAVID BERRY / david @vueweekly.com 
oteworthy past performance, 
N: is worth mentioning, is no 
guarantee of future success. 
With nothing else to go on but a $6 
program and enthusiastic actors, 
though, it’s as good an indicator as 
any for planning your Fringe fest. 
So, short of the pita people divining 
a way to read the entrails of their 
rotating tube-meats, here are a selec- 
tion of Fringe shows that come with a 
pedigree. By no means limit yourself 
to these—everything great at the 
Fringe can’t possibly be predicted or 
summed up in advance—but if you've 
just sat through three hours of bad 
relationship jokes, these are, in no 
particular order, safe bets to renew 
your faith in theatre. 


THE CHRISTIAN BROTHERS 
er PRODUCTIONS) 


There isn’t another play at this year’s 
Fringe with more expectation behind 
it than this one. If Wayne Paquette 
was someone to watch at last year’s 
Fringe, this year he’s jumped to that 
elite level of must-see @rtists. Taking 
a very well-deserved Outstanding 
Fringe Director Sterling for Afterplay, 
he’s reunited with the equally lauded 
John Sproule (Outstanding Actor for 
his beautifully mannered portrayal of 
Andrey Prozorov) for a chance at 
Australian playwright Ron Blair's 
painfully lifelike one-hander about a 
Christian schoolteacher. As an added 
plus, this is inexplicably the play's 
Canadian debut (it was written in 
1975), and in these hands, it should 
be noteworthy. 


BACK TO BERLIN 
ae AND TAXES) 
TAGE 1 


Vern Thiessen has a particular knack 
for subtleties of individuals—and 
he's a recipient of some sort of Gov- 
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ernor General’s award, not to »., 
tion the new spokesperson for :;,.. 
of A, even more impressive wy, 
you consider the adminisira;,,, 
seems only vaguely aware the, 
have an arts program—and ;|, 
he’s once again teamed with Geo, 
frey Brumlik (Shakespeare's wil), ;); 
two-part character study shoulq 
among the most affecting 
Fringe. Neither Thiessen nor sh 
Richardson gets on stages much 
more, but that will probably 
make their performances that ; 
more unexpected. 


“ee"'1/2 BLACKLISTED 
thay MEN ARE BLACKLISTED) 


If you didn’t hear the buzz generated 
by *****Blacklisted last year, y 
couldn't possibly have spent tin 

the Fringe grounds. They got a Iiitl« 
bit of a notorious boost thanks to an 
unappreciative letter-writer who lc! 
his sense of humour in Calgary, bul 
they really don’t need to resori lo 
gimmicks to advertise themselves 
this was one of the most consistent’ 
fucking funny shows at a Fringe tna! 
boasted more than it rightly shoul’ 
have. For all the crude humou! 
there’s also moments that crac! 
whips with cleverness, and if thel! 
comedy hasn't gotten even bette! with 
a year of refinement, these guys W«"' 
just being lazy. 


ZOMBIES 
Sra AND CLUED) 
2 PICK-UP 


Sage! 


All Stewart Matthews and Natalie /°! 
Quesnel, generally better known * 
Screwed and Clued, seem to do !s ee 
rave reviews. Zombies has alre4°! 


picked up an Outstanding Origi"™ 
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work award at the Ottawa Fringe and 
five star reviews in Winnipeg, and 52 
pick-up, which features 52 scenes 
jpout a relationship selected at ran- 
dom from a scattering of the cards, 
sromises to be one of the most wildly 
icreative works at this year’s Fringe. 
po yourself a favour and see both. 


{Hepes COMPANY) 


the mention of Caglary’s One Yellow 
gabbit theatre doesn’t make you stop 
eading, you haven't been paying 
attention. Calgary playwright Ken 
cameron, last seen in town with 
Workshop West's production of his 
play My One and Only in 2004, hooks 
up with Yellow Rabbit's Andy Curtis 
for a play about loss while adrift in 
another country. Cameron hasn't 
acted in a while, but it is a true story, 
which should count for something. 


OTHER T TNE 


MULES 
ee OUT SHAPE) 
TAGE 9 


Just the idea of Beth Graham and 
Daniela Vlaskalic sharing the stage 
together is worthy of note, given’ the 
impressive body of work underneath 


both of their feet (Graham's heart- 


breakingly delicate turn in KYT’s © 


Glass Menagerie, Vlaskalic was excel- 
lent in Stewart Lemoine’s Zenith of 
the Empire). When you find out 
they're back to writing, though, and 
have enlisted Kevin Corey (Black 
Rider) and Kevin Sutley (also KYT) to 
help put them together, though, this 
has to be high on the list of plays to 
see. If Sterlings were awarded on 
reputation alone, this is already a 
front-runner. 


SEE BOB RUN 
ce IN FULL THEATRE} 
AGE 11 


Daniel Macivor’s work is uniquely 
suited to the Fringe atmosphere, 
Sparse and simple but helplessly 
provocative as well. That means 
absolutely nothing, of course, if there 
isn't talent to produce it, and it’s in 
ample supply here. Elena Porter out- 
performed most of her roles at 
Nextfest, but the really intriguing 
name here is designer Clinton Carew. 


He’s kept a low profile in the theatre 
community the last while, but every 
time his head pops up, something 
starts crackling, and given a shot at 
Maclvor, the results-are sure to be 
interesting. 


NEO-NANCIES: HITLER'S KICKLINE 
re DISGUISE) 


It's Guys in Disguise Trevor Schmidt 
is back after slapping the bitch out of 
Bette Davis. Jesse Gervais will proba- 
bly be in a can-can dress. And it’s 
about Nazis. In drag. If this doesn’t 
sound fun to you, just get a corn dog 
and go home 


JEM ROLLS OFF THE TONGUE 
oe PERFORMANCE POETRY) 


Speaking as someone who sees the 
words “performance poetry” and 
keeps right on flipping through the 
program guide, | never would hav 

given Jem Rolls the time of day had I 


%. 


Ss a 


not been pulled in by a 
preaching. Far more 
poignant than anyone with hi 
has any right to be, Rolls is a 


nough poet that he d 
ad it on 2 I 


enough 


attention. Terrific stuff. w 
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Acting Up is so good, 
you might not even 
need to go the Fringe 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
[= never felt worse for being a 


Fringe reviewer. For one 
seven-minute stretch 
right in the middle of The 


Fringe—Acting Up, a new 

documentary shot on loca- THS ROCKS 
tion at last year’s Fringe, the humble 
critic, doom-penned destroyer of inno- 
cent Fringe dreams, is openly mocked, 
derisively laughed-at, accused of mis- 
understanding the artist, and, ina 
final, fatal blow, called mean. 

It weighs on the mind of anyone 
who will spend the next weekend 
locked in BYOVs and converted com- 
munity halls attempting to make 
sense of the 150-headed screaming 
monster that is our Fringe: these peo- 
ple really don’t like us, especially as 
the star counts diminish. 

But that boiling undercurrent of 
loathing is just one of the things Act- 
ing Up has managed to capture so 
well about Edmonton's Fringe: from 
haphazard tech sessions to ham-fist- 
ed promo attempts to the sun- 
drenched apathy of the beer gardens, 
director Neil Grahn and writer 
Michael Chyz pinpoint everything but 
the green onion cakes on a 48-minute 
tour of Edmonton’s Fringe. 


TOLD THROUGH THE EYES of the per- 
formers trying to make a go of it, Act- 
ing Up picks through a select group of 
Fringe archetypes—with a particular 
focus on sketch comedy—to soak up 
the atmosphere. There are near- 
burned-out Fringe vets Three Dead 
Trolls in a Baggie, whose haphazard 
attempt at filming a television pilot live 
on stage nearly drives them to quitting. 

There’s the satisfied bitchery of fes- 
tival favourites Guys in Disguise, who 
have just as much fun vamping it up 
for bikers outside Tim Horton's as 
they do snarling at each other on 
Stage in BilchSlap! Festival mainstays 
Die-Nasty make an appearance 
toward the end, and the boys from 
Blacklisted, two years away from 
being Fringe favourites, capture the 
spirit of reckless abandonment that 


AUG 18, 24-26 (9:30 & 10:40 PM); 
AUG 19-23 (9:15 & 10:20PM) 


THE FRINGE—ACTING Up 
DIRECTED BY WEIL GRAHN 
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NARRATED BY WATHAN FILLION 
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comes with good performance: 

The most interesting, thoug! 
the flame-outs: as much as the Frin: 
is about providing a venue { 
talent and’bringing provocati 
engaging theatre to a mass audicr 
we've all been stuck in a humourles 
comic re-telling of being sassy and 
single in the city, or an over-enuncial 
ed one-man show about the dad w 
never hugged. 

Those are represented by LA come 
dian Yolanda Yott and the local troupe 
who put on MoonSnake, both of 
whom feel the sting of near-emply 
theatres and poor reviews. The locals 
put on a brave face, drowning sor 
rows in sunshine and beer and vow 
ing to return next year, while 
Yott—whose one-woman show Hav 
ing My Cabaret and Eating I! Too 
looked like a sure-fire misfire from the 
get-go, even if I hadn’t known it was 
one of the worst-reviewed al last 
year’s Fringe—tesorts to whining an¢ 
pointing out that it was her “I! 
Fringe show, ever!” and ends with 4 
promise to never return to Edmonton 

But it’s precisely the mashed-up 
milieu—sketch comics mixing pie! 
ing satire with dick jokes, sero 
actors stumbling on stage after }¥5! 
having thrown up from drinking. +" 
inept first-timer following one 0! ef 
most heart-wrenching pieces 0! ''" 
atre that will be done in Edmonton «ll 
year—that makes the Fringe so !45“! 
nating. And Grahn’s and Chyz's doc" 
mentary lets it all breathe and con® 
to life on its own. 

It’s enough to make you wa 
burst right out of the theatre and so 
up every bit of Fringe you can—eve" uf 
you're just an asshole critic. ¥ 


FRINGE DOC 


nt to 


AUGUST 17 - AUGUST 23, 2006 


~~] TELUS AUTHORIZED 
DEALERS 9 


EDMONTON 


\" 
? J Abbotetieki Mat 
= Bonnie Boon Mail 


_ ACarrying case with = 
Kers? That's bananas. == 


Ww 
17508 


TA 


Buy a Samsung A950 or LG 8100 and get 4516 Gay Bt 
a FREE" SPARK™ Speaker Pak, which includes: * 


= 104th SI. 


@ Acool case with built-in speakers 
@ 1OFREE song downloads 


SPARK™ Speaker Pak Samsung A950. LG 8100 
Retail value $99.99 Music/TWCamera/  Music/TWCamera/ @ Ablank SD card with reader, so you can transfer 
Video phene Video phone 
$7 9 99 $ 4 9 9 9 songs from your PC to your phone 
3 year contract 8 year contract 


Complete Communications 
2020 Sherwood Dr. #9 


trathmere Dr., 
Unit 162 (Roscking) 
Spruce Grove 
Mazarnum Mobility 
Sampsite Rd... #30 


Maximum Mobility 
| ) f , Us 176 Westland Market Mail 
AN i St. Albert 
: Giobal Call Communications 
204A Muir Dr 


Telecom 


Albert Centre 


the future is friendly” Sabet rennin 
sean 
Soren cr 


For more details on this great offer, visit your TELUS authorized dealer, retailer, telusmobility.com or call 1 -866-264-2966 


be Furue sHoP | oubsound @Radioshack. Es cS Visions my poe 


‘fe avaiable on new activations only vite uate ost ntl Septamber 4 208. Phaneavalaliy nd pm mayan +Etetve net price based on a3 eect ernst scum aoe i on you Sure TUS monn Offer available 19 new activations on & 3:year Contract trom August 8 until Oesober 31. 2006 
“lo mantis lage ANNA TELLS 


5 : AUGUST 17-AUGUST 23,2006 Wueweexmr 97 


24. Golden Smog ~ Another Fine Day (lost highway) 
25. Karla Anderson-The Embassy Sessions (indelible) 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING 


1. Shout Out Out Out Out - 


3. Johnny Cash — American 5: A Hundred Highways (american) 

4, Mark Knopfler & Emmylou Harts ~ All The Roadrunning (mercury) 

5. Linda Ronstadt/Ann Savoy - Adieu False Heart vanguard) 

6. Michael Franti & Spearhead ~ Yell Firel! (anti) . 


7. Peaches — impeach My Bush (xl) 


8. Various - Alberta:Wild Roses Northem Lights (smithsonian) oe ae 


9. Various - Sorrow Bound:Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 
10. Big Sandy & His Fly-Rite Boys-Tumtable Matinee (yeproc) 


11. James Hunter— People Gonna Talk (rounder) 


12. Slayer Christ lilusion (american). 


13. Sufjan Stevens — The Avalanche (asthmatic kitty) 

14. MSTRKRFT - The Looks (last gang) 

15. Bruce Springsteen —We Shall Overcome: The Seeger S 
16. The Wailin’ Jennys — Firecracker (jericho beach) 


17. Jeremy Spencer — Precious Little (blind pig) 


18. Tool - 10,000 Days (zomba) 
19. Los Lonely Boys - Sacred (epic) 


20. Various - 30 Years Of Stony Plain (stony plain) 


21. AFl- Decemberunderground (interscope) 
22. The Co-Dependants — Live At The Mecca Café Vol.2 (indelible) 
23. The Dudes ~ Brain Heart Guitar (load) 


26. Ani Difranco — Reprieve (righteous babe) 


27. Strapping Young Lad - The New Black (century media) 


28. White Whale — WW (merge) 


29. Sonic Youth — Rather Ripped (Geffen) 
30. Gnarls Barkley - St.Elsewhere (downtown) 


THE HIDDEN CAMERAS — 
awoo 7a 


Arguably their strongest and 
most accessible album to 
date, AWOO was recorded 
last summer at The Gas 


Station on Toronto Island by Don 


= 
Ps 
— 
= 
Ss 


Kerr (Ron Sexsmith) The band will be 


touring the record for a better part of the year. 


Let's hope they make it over here. Will we see them? 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 
10186-106 St (488-6611) © Open Mon-Sat 
10am-5pm (closed all hols) ¢ COVER-UPS 
AND REVELATIONS: Tapestry portraits by 
Barbara Heller, where the faces are obscured 
by clothing or costume; until Aug. 22 ¢ OUT- 
SIDE THE BOX: A survey exhibition of innova- 
tive and creative furniture; until Sept. 30 « 
FAIRYTALES, FOLKLORE AND MYTH COMMU- 
NICATIONS... PART 1: Artworks by metalsmith 
Shona Rae; until September 2 * ALBERTA UP 
CLOSE AND PERSONAL: Art quilts by Calgary 
quilter Anna Hergert; Aug. 24-Sept. 30 © 
Opening reception: Sat, Aug. 26 (2-4pm) 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert (459-3679) ¢ ELEMENTAL: Recent 
works by St. Albert artists Allison Argy- 
Burgess and Sharon Moore-Foster; until Sept. 
2 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (422-6223) * Open Tue Wed Fri 
10:30am-8pm; Thu 10:30am-5pm; Sat-Sun 
1iam-5pm © NORTHERN PASSAGE: The 
Arctic Voyages of A-Y. Jackson, Frederick 
Banting and Lawren Harris; until Sept. 10 © 
SWEET IMMORTALITY. Douglas Clark's instal- 
lation project; until Sept. 10 ¢ NIGHTSCAPES: 
Urban and rural, mystery of night-time scenes 
by Dan Bagan, Hendrik Bres, Kari Dukes, K. 
Gwen Frank, Jerzy Gawlak, Les Graff, Gordon 
Harper, Robert Nichols, Jim Stokes, Raymond 
Thériault and Richard Wear; until Sept. 10 ¢ 
ART BAR: \nstallation by Jesse Sherburn; until 
Aug. 27 © HAPPY HOUR AT THE ART BAR: 
every Thu until Aug, 24 (4-8pm); Aug. 17, Aug. 
24 (4-Bpm) © BODY: NEW ART FROM THE 
U.K.:Thirteen artists using the body as their 
main subject; until Aug. 27 © Children’s 
Gallery: ALPHABET SOUP. incorporating illus- 
trations by Lorna Bennet; through 2006 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave 
(453-1555) ¢ MEW WORKS EXHIBITION: 
Sculptural paintings by Jeff Beier ¢ Until 
Aug. 17 © Artist in attendance through the 
week-end ; 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482- 
1204) * SPRING GALLERY WALK: Featuring 
artworks by Norval Morrisseau, Jane Ash 
Poitras, George Littlechild, Joane Cardinal- 
Schubert and new works by Laura Lee Harris 


CAELIN ARTWORKS 4728-50 Ave, 
Wetaskiwin (780-352-3519.1-888-352-3519) « 
Open: Mon-Fri: 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat: noon-4pm 
© Artworks by Leon Strembitsky, Colleen 
McGinnis, Donna Brunner, Rosalind Grant, 
Judy Hauge 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE ALBERTA 
(CAVA) 9103-95 Ave (461-3427) ¢ CREATIVI- 
TY CELEBRATION: Artworks by Jacques 
Martel, Jerry Berthelette, Laura Watmough, 
Diane Pearson and Jody Swanson; unti Aug. 
23 e VITALITY: Featuring artworks by Jane 
Ash Poitras, Sharon Lynn Williams, Karen 
Blanchet, René Parenteau, and Lorna Kemp; 
opening reception: Aug. 25 (7-8:30pm), artists 
in attendance 


COLLECTIVE CONTEMPORARY ART 102, 
6421-112 Ave (491-0002) ¢ Open: Wed-Fri 12- 
5:30, Sat 10am-5:30pm, Sun 12-4pm ¢ LIKE 
MUSIC FOR YOUR EYES: Artworks by Renee la 
Roi, Valery Goulet, Krista Hamilton, Rob 
Buttery; small artworks by Genevieve Dionne 
and Ben Skinner * Proceeds to the Canadian 
Diabetes Association * Through August 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND 
GALLERY 12419 Stony Plain Rd (482-1402) « 
Open: Tue by appointment only, Wed-Fri 10am- 
5:30pm, Sat 10am-4pm, closed long weekends 
* COLLECTION 2006: New artworks by various 
artists 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fi, 
University Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492- 
0166) © Open: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm 


FAB GALLERY Rim 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 112 


by Michelle Murillo (final visual presentation 
for the degree of Master of Fine Arts in 
Printmaking) * Until Aug. 26 


GALLERY AT MILNER Stanley Milner Library, 
Main Fi, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) ¢ 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-9pm; Sat 9am-Gpm; Sun 1- 
5pm * TRANSFORMATIONS: Acrylic artworks 

on paper by Jarom Scott ® Until Aug. 31 


GARDEN GALLERY 11125-85 Ave * TOUCH 
OF CLAY. 15th annual art show featuring new 
artworks by Kirsten Zuk ¢ Sat, Aug. 19 (2- 
9pm) 

HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) 
© Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm © 
WITHOUT END: Large-scale figurative photo- 
graphs by Chantal Gervais ¢ Front Room: 
VISITANT: Photographs by Jill Watamaniuk © 
Until Aug. 26 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 
10831 University Ave (433-5282) * Open: 
Mon-Fri Sam-4pm © Artworks by the instruc- « 
tors of Strathcona Place; until Sept. 21 


JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 St 
(465-6171) * Open Mon-Fri Sam-5pm; Sat 
10am-5pm * Artworks by Phyllis Web Jeffery, 
Dave Ripley, Meta Ranger, Don Sharpe, 
Stained glass by Ernest Douglas, clay/wood 
works by Shaz and bronze sculptures by Joan 
Nourry-Barry ® Through August 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St 
(479-8424) © Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 
9:30am-4pm © Artworks by Glenda Beaver, 
Jim Painter, Wendy Risdale and prints by 
Norval Morrisseau and pottery by Bob 
Blackmore * Through August 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St, 2nd Fl (423-5353) 
© Open Tue-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 12-5pm © 
Main Space: THE EXPANSE: Series of draw- 
ings by Tony Baker ® ProjEx Room: 
STANDING UP FOR NOTHING: Drawings, digi- 
tal prints and photographs built around the 
‘one-liner’, a visual exploration of humour and 
language by Kyle Beal (Montreal) * Until 
Sept. 2 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 
8440-112 St (407-7152) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 
10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm ¢ LIMITLESS 
POTENTIAL: Paintings by the members of the 
Canadian Society of Painters in Watercolour 
celebrating the society's 80th anniversary; ~ 
until Aug. 20 ¢ CHANGES: Mixed Media Fibre 
Art curated by Barbara West; August 24-Nov. 
5 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) © 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm 
¢ JUST FOR FUN: Focus on Fibre Art 
Association; until Aug. 27 * Dining Room 
Gallery: Paintings by Madeleine Bellmond; 
until Aug. 24 © EMPTY SPACES: Ceramics by 
Margaret SHelton; Aug. 29-Sept. 10; opening 
reception: Sun, Sept. 10 (1-3:30-m) 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 
Stollery Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) « 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-2:30pm, Tue 6:30-8:30pm, 
Thu 6-8pm © COME DREAM WITH ME: 
Artworks by Danny The Clown (Danny 
Tremoyne); until Aug. 18 * MESSAGES FROM 
OUTER SPACE: Artworks by Christopher 
Zaytsoff; Aug. 23-Sept. 8; opening reception 
with Artist: Aug. 24 (5-9pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) © Open: Tue-Sat 
(10am-5pm), Thu (10am-8pm) # LIKENESS: 
Artworks by Sven Andersson, Pam Thompson, 
and Shelley Rothenburger; until Aug. 26 © 
ArtVentures: Profile Portraits; Aug. 19 for chil- 
dren 6-12; $2/child 


RED STRAP MARKET 10305-97 St Open: 
Tue-Sun 11am-5pm * PSEA PHOTOGRAPHY 
EXHIBIT Group show by members of the 
Photographic Society of Edmonton ¢ Aug. 19- 
20 (11am-5pm) 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km W of 
Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13 (780-361-1351/1-800- 
661-4726) ¢ Open: Tue-Sun 10am-5pm © LIFE 
AND TIMES OF THE MOTORCYCLE: Until Sept. 
17, 2006 © $9 (adult)/$7 (youth)/$5 
(child)/free (child six and under) 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave, 
www.royalalbertamuseum.ca * SATISFAC- 
TION GUARANTEED: How consumer goods 
were brought to Western Canada from 1880- 
1960; until Sept. 4 ¢ FROM GEISHA TO DIVE: 
THE KIMONOS OF ICHIMARU: Kimonos, sash- 
es, wigs, combs, fans, sandals and other 
belongings of Ichimaru providing insight into 
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ARTS 


__ Women’s'historyin Japan; until Sept. 4 


awe +h 
| ) St, 89 Ave (492-2081) © Open: Tue-Fri 10am- 
5pm, Sat 2-5pm ® UNDER THE SIEVE. Works 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) . 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5pm * AUGUST EXHIB} 
TION; Featuring works by Carol and Richy 
Selfridge and new sculptures by David 
Mitchell © Until Sept. 5 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) . 
Open Tue-Sat 12-5pm © LOVE THOSE 
CLOTHES YOU: WEAR: Music with DJ si, 
Turkish food, and an auction of Clothing hap, 
printed by local artists. Silent auction E 
fundraiser, proceeds to support SNAP's p,, 
gramming; Aug. 19 (8pm); free © TRACHe, 
AND THE HERO, AND OTHER SUCH sto. 
FIES...: Solo exhibition of works by Edmontoy 
print artist Helen Gerritzen; Aug. 25-Oc. 7. 
Opening reception: Thu, Sept. 7(7-9pm) 


VAAA GALLERY 31d FI, Harcourt House 
10215-112 St (421-1731) © Open Mon-F;, 
10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ ALBERTA wine 
SHOW 2006; Award winning artworks by. 
members; until Aug. 26 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10193.) | >; 
(452-0286) © Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pp) 7p, 
10am-8pm * SUMMER GROUP SHOW 
Recent works by artists including Isla By; 
Clay Ellis, Susanna Espinoza, Jame: 
Peter von Tiesenhausen, Robert Wi 
Karen Cantine, Linda Lindemann, Wesjay 
Anderson, Barbara Hirst, Jen Bowes, an 
Carolyn Campbell 


LITERARY 


AUDREY'S BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (4 
3487) © Book launch of Earth Alive: & On 
Ecology by Stan Rowe. Reading by editor don 
Kerr © Thu, Aug, 24 (7:30pm) 


COWBOY POETRY GATHERING Stony P);) 
(963-5998) Featuring poets Doris e 
Harris, Howard Norskog, Floyd Bear, J 
Peters and Ben Crane, Fred Miller, Frank 
Gleeson, Carmen Lindsay, Tammy Gislas 
Stewart Macdougall, and Bryn Thiessen a 
well as many others * August 18-20 « 
(daily pass)/$30 (weekend pass)/$5 (Friday 
night no BBO)/$20 (Friday night with BBO) 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave « 
Music, poetry, and performance art open 
hosted by the Naked Eclectic Electric 
Orchestra © Every Thu (8pm) 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard (469-4999) * Thu 8:30pm, Fri 
8:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm © Chris 
Warren; Aug. 17-19 ® Bob Beddow; Aug, 24 
26 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM 
8882-170 St (483-5999) © Open: nightly 8pm 
Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm. 
Sun 8pm © Robbie Printz from MTV and 
Comedy Central with Rick Bronson and quests 
Powerman and Just For Laughs hit Andrew 
Iwanyk; Aug. 17-20 © Hit or miss Mondays, 
Mon, Aug. 21 © Insane Entertainment: sword 
swallowing, toaster throwing fun; Tue, Aug 
22 © The Fresh Faces of Stand Up; Wed, Aug 
23 © From MuchMusic’s Video On Trial. The 
comedy hi-jinx of Debra DiGiovanni along with 
The Bear's Paul Brown and guest Mike 
Patterson; Aug. 24-27 © Hit or Miss Mondays 
amateurs take the stage; Mon, Aug. 28 * Get 
Sick and Twisted with Insane Entertainment 
Sword swallowing, and toaster throwing fun: 
Tue, Aug. 29 © Star of Going the Distance, \\s 
Just for Laughs favourite Ryan Belleville with 
guests; Aug. 30-Sept. 3 


YUK YUK’S KOMEDY KABARET 


. Londonderry Mall (481-9857) ¢ Open: Wee:-F'i 


8pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm * Wed 
Get Your Yuk's, professional comedy night $9 
® Sun: Pro Am Comedy Jam and Industry 
Night; $10 © Brad Muise, Sean Lecomber a" 
Harold Preuss; Aug. 16-20 


THEATRE 


BUTCH, SUNDANCEANDTHEGANG 
Jubilations Dinner Theatre, WEM, 8882-170 > 


~ (484-2424) « Aug. 18-Oct. 22 


HI YO FRINGE...AWAY Various venues i 
throughout the Old Strathcona area (409-191! 
© Aug. 17-27 

IVANKA CHEWS THE FAT Mayfield Inn. 
16615-109 Ave * An hilarious musical revu' 
© Until Aug. 27 


ILI 


{JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com : 

eil Burger's 2002 film Interview 
| with the Assassin, in 

which a dying man 
sets out to prove he was 
the second gunman in the 
murder of JFK, was ambi- THIS ROCKS 
tious, problematic and admirable. 

Restricting himself to telling a fic- 
tional story—a thriller, no less—in a 
faux documentary style, Burger's 
debut buckled under its formal limita- 
tions but still managed to reacha 
dramatic conclusion without ever 
having to give up its pervading ambi- 
guity. We never know if Walter 
Ohlinger was really supposed to have 
killed Kennedy or not, and the mys- 
tery remains tantalizing after the film 
is over. 

Burger's follow-up, The 
Ilasionist, a drama extrapolated 
from Steven Millhauser’s short story, 
is ih every way a leap forward for the 
writer/director. Rather than only half- 
convincingly mimicking the feel of an 
ultra-low budget doc, Burger now has 
ace cinematographer Dick Pope, com- 
poser Philip Glass, actors Edward 
Norton and Paul Giamatti, and the city 
of Prague—standing in for turn-of- 
the-century Vienna—at his disposal. 

He’s helmed a seductive period 
romance—shot in rich, shadowy 
browns—invoking a world where 
crowds huddle together in dimly lit 
theatres to witness miracles or, at the 
very least, be expertly tricked. But for 
all the handsome upgrades in style, 


L'INTRUS /'40 eT 
LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE / 40 F3, *® ga) 


STEP UP / 46 Rae 


=< | OPENS FAL AUG 18 


= | THE ILLUSIONIST 

ce | RECTED BY MEL BURGER 

| WITTEN BY BURGER, STEVEN MILHAUSER 
STARRING EDWARD NORTON, JESSICA BIEL 
PAUL GIAMATTI 


story and production values, The Illu- 
sionist still benefits most from precise- 
ly the same thing that made its 
predecessor so memorable: the movie 
dazzles with possibilities yet never 
quite gives up its tricks. 

Norton plays Eisenheim, the illu- 
sionist of the title, the son of a cabi- 
netmaker, drawn from a tender age 
toward magic, well travelled in exotic 
locales and very much the detached 
man of mystery. He astounds audi- 
ences with orange trees that grow in 
seconds, floating balls, vanishing 
handkerchiefs and a humble lack of 
showy pretensions. 

One night a volunteer from the 
audience mounts the stage, a fine-fea- 
tured beauty named Sophie (Jessica 
Biel) who's engaged to the Crown 
Prince Leopold (Rufus Sewell), but also 
a secret childhood love of Eisenheim’s 
he thought he’d never see again. 

He performs a strange trick with 
her, in which her mirror image dies 


while Sophie herself looks upon her _ 


wayward reflection in a trance. An old 
flame is rekindled, a dark prophecy 
announced, and, with the jealous 


CONTIMUES ON PAGE 42 


Burger uses his Illusionist to full effect 


Wordplay crossword nerds are black and white like me 


THE MOVIEGOER 


PAUL MATWYCHUK 


~ 
=< 
> 
a A 
Lt. | moviegoer@vueweekly.com 


Oh Lord, how it all came rushing back to 
me. 

Last week, | went to see Wordplay, 
the newedocumentary about the subcul- 
ture of crossword puzzle solvers and con- 
structors. The last section of the film 
takes place at the 2005 Crossword Puzzle 
Tournament at the Marriott Hotel in 
Stamford, Connecticut. It's the final day of 
the tournament, and director Patrick 
Creadon includes a brief shot of a group 
Of contestants clustered around a piece 
Of paper taped to the wall and checking 
out the latest standings. 

| doubt that image means much to 
most people in the audience, but it 
unleashed a whole flood of memories for 
me. I've never participated in the Stam- 
ord Crossword Tournament, but boy, did | 
ever want to—especially when | was 


younger. | adored crosswords back then. | 
still do, but | don’t work my way through 
three puzzle magazines a month like | 
used to. (I constructed crosswords profes- 
sionally as well, and even had a couple of 
them published in the New York Times.) 
And | was a demon of a solver! Games 
used to publish a selection of Stamford 
puzzles every year along with a chart that 
let you compare your solving speed with 
those of the tournament champions, and 
let me tell you, | would have given those 
guys a good run for their money. 

Instead, | channeled my love of word- 
play—of “making the alphabet dance,” to 
quote the lovely title of a book by Ross 
Eckler—into competitive Scrabble. And 
judging from Wordplay, the atmosphere 
at Scrabble tournaments is pretty much 
identical to the one that exists at Stam- 
ford. They tend to take place in the same 
down-at-heel, brown-carpeted hotel con- 
ference rooms. The contestants are 
drawn from the same batch of weedy, 
fashion-challenged middle-aged men and 
women lugging around homemade good 


luck charms, fraying tote bags and well- 
thumbed reference books. The scores are 
compiled in the same low-tech way: 
Scrabble tourneys feature lots of wobbly- 
looking grids hand-drawn in magic mark- 
er. And there's the same special air of ... | 
don't know if this phrase will make sense 
... collaborative competition—an out- 
growth, perhaps, of the way two Scrabble 
opponents literally shape their playing 
field together, or the way the puzzle- 
maker and the solver need each other to 
become complete. 


AS MUCH AS | LOVED playing Scrabble 
at that high level—one of these days I'll 
have to tell you the story of how | won a 
tournament by playing “ACUATE,” a word 
| wasn’t sure even existed—! remember 
always feeling embarrassed by the 
intensely nerdy vibe of the whole scene. 
it was the classic case of the high-school 
nerd who feels ashamed of his friends 
even though they're precisely the people 
who accept him the most. Probably my 
best Scrabble buddy back then was a 


FILM 


sweet but hyperactive guy named Barry 
Spinner, who ran the local Scrabble club 
in Hamilton, Ontario. He must've been 
twice my age and half my size. | can still 
remember riding to a tournament in his 
beat-up station wagon, my feet buried in 
about three weeks’ worth of fast-food 
wrappers and Styrofoam coffee cups. He 
barely watched the road; he was too 
busy studying the list of eight-letter 
words clutched in his right hand. And he 
was so un-self-conscious about his lack 
of cool that his personality almost 
seemed charmed. 

Wordplay isn't terribly deep and it mis- 
represents the New York Times as a 
crossword leader when in fact it took the 
Times 20 long years to catch up with 
innovations that had become common- 
place in magazines like Games and Dell 
Champion Crossword Puzzles. However, 
Creadon does a magnificent job of por- 
traying the communal spirit of crossword 
fans—not just the people at Stamford 
but also the millions of anonymous 
solvers filling in those little white boxes 
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all across the country. 

Most of the reviews for Wordplay, dis- 
appointingly, have focused on its celebrity 
interviewees, from Jon Stewart (whose 
derisive gag about the puzzles in USA 
Today marks him as a true crossword con- 
noisseur) to the Indigo Girls (who have= 
nothing interesting to say about cross- 
words and who don’t even seem terribly 
proficient at solving them). 

\'m really surprised that critics haven't 
spent more time talking about the Stam- 
ford contestants, who are the true heart 
of the film. | don’t just mean adorably 
geeky top-level solvers like Ellen Ripstein 
or Trip Payne; | mean the ones in the 
background, the Barry Spinners, wearing 
their crossword-puzzle ties, staying up all 
night merrily playing trivia games in the 
lobby, performing lame skits and novelty. 
songs at the tournament talent show 
God, | wish | was there! 

“These are my kind of people,” Times 
crossword editor Will Shortz says in the 
film. Finally, I'm brave enough to admit it: 
they're my kind of people too. w 
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Claire Denis intrudes on a fever-dream 


BRIAN GIBSON / brisn@vueweekly.com 
rench director Claire Denis is 
one of the best in the 
= world, but her films > 
Reaeasingly. difticult to 
dek- down. Goog juck _ 
” “finding any of her“ 90sh— 
work, with the exception of 
i vail, a stunning adaptation of 
F Melville's Billy Budd. 

The DVD of her throbbing romance 
Vendredi Soir can only be found in a 
few stores in Edmonton and now 
L’Intrus (The Intruder) has snuck 
onto shelves, unnoticed, two years 
after it first intrigued and confused at 
the Venice Film Festival. 

To call this film “elliptical” or “enig- 
matic” would be understatement. The 
story skims over landscapes and 
slides through dream imagery, seem- 


Breslin a is of Sunshine in a talented cast 


TYSON KABAN / tyson@vueweekly.com 

don’t think dysfunctional is the 
| Fe word to describe 

the Hoovers, the family 
at the center of the nifty 
road-trip romp Little Miss 
Sunshine. Unconvention- 
al? Sure. Peculiar? Maybe. 

But for all their idiosyncrasies and 
quirks—the dad's a failing motivation- 
al speaker, the grandpa snorts heroin, 
the uncle is they seem to func- 


THIS IS OK 


tion just fine. That is, until seven-year- 
old daughter Olive (Abigail Breslin) 
_pualifies for the Little Miss Sunshine 


children’s beauty pageant and all of 
these mismatched caricatures are 
tossed into a yellow VW bus headed 
from New Mexico to California 
Instead of making the statement 
that all families are so dysfunctional 
it’s normal, Little Miss Sunshine seems 
o take the individualistic route; each 
ter has their own problems and 
ial struggles, which are expertly 
aled by husband-and-wife direct- 
than Dayton and Valerie 
er the course of the road trip 
¥ “Dad Richard's (Greg Kinnear) nine- 
step program for success isn’t bring- 
ing him much success at all. No one 
see him speak. No one 
wants to give him a book deal. As a 
result, it’s straining his marriage to 
mom Sheryl (Toni Collette), who 


comes to 


NOW O OVD 


LINTRUS 
WBBM BY-JEAN-LUC NANCY, JEAN-POL 


+f UUAIREDEMS 2 = 
: LGLMAEDENIS 

e+} S{AGHNE MICHEL SUBOR, GREGOIRE COLIN, AND 
CELOINET 


ing to hardly leave any trace of narra- 
tive behind. You could watch most of 
the film without realizing that the cold 
Louis (Michel Subor), who neglects 
the son living near him on the moun- 
tainous Swiss border with France, has 
bought a new heart and is seeking out 
his long-lost other son in Tahiti. 

And it would be easy to turn on a 
film that’s so obviously swimming 
against the mainstream. At times it 
seems pretentious, ponderous, or 


OPENS FA AUG 18 


S| LITTLe MISS SUNSHINE 
DVRETED BY JONATHAN DAYTON 

AND VALERIE FARIS 

WAITEN BY MICHAEL ARNOT 

STARRING GREG KIMNEAR, TOM COLLETTE STEVE 
CARELL ALAN ARK, ABIGAIL BRESLIN 


clearly resents being the family’s sole 
financial provider. 

Grandpa (Alan Arkin) is a dirty, 
dirty old man who has yet to break his 
heroin habit, even snorting it in the 
motel bathroom while Olive sleeps in 
the other room. Sheryl’s brother Frank 
(Steve Carell), a homosexual Proust 
scholar, just tried to kill himself. The 
reason why? A hunky grad student 
who left Frank for another Proust 
scholar, who just so happens to enter 
a convenience store at the exact 
moment Frank is buying porn. As for 
Sheryl’s son Dwayne (Paul Dano), he’s 
taken a vow of silence in devotion to 
Neitzsche, only communicating 
through pen and paper until he is 
allowed to go to flight school. 


EACH OF THESE ISSUES come to a reso- 


lution, and although they may seem 
somewhat heavy-handed and way too 
convenient (for instance, the reason 
why Dwayne eventually breaks his 
silence), Little Miss Sunshine is just 
clever enough to rise above the 


COMEDY 


even stubbornly opaque, as if Denis 
refuses to ever plot out a clearer 
course for her distant adaptation of 
French philosopher Jean-Luc 
Nancy’s short work about receiving 
a transplanted heart that slowly 
rejected him. 

But Denis’ eye for a senstal, star- 
tling, atmospheric shot here is so 
unerring that the movie may just pull 
you into its odd, surreal aura. Cine- 
matographer Agnés Godard offers 
some of the richest images you'll ever 
see, from the crisp snow on the Alps 
to the breaking blue surf of the Pacif- 
ic. People are tied to place: long shots 
of landscapes or buildings—an early 
scene reveals son Sidney's (Grégoire 
Colin) and wife Antoinette’s (Florence 
Loinet) apartment through two win- 
dows—alternate with tight, angled 


clichés, so much that the beauty pag- 
eant, inherently filled with enough 
satire to be a whole film by itself (see 
Drop Dead Gorgeous), is pretty much a 
side-note. 

Although funny man Carell turns in 
a great, subdued performance as 
Frank, turning a character that could 
easily be another stereotypical flamer 
into a sad, thoughtful person, it’s 
Breslin who is the heart of the film. As 


close-ups of people's hands, legs, and 
the sides of their faces. 


THERE'S LITTLE DIALOGUE, but many 


-Tayers/of texture.and’sound. A playful, 
restless sensuality flows through the 
movie, but there's also a taut sense of 
something ominous lurking just off- 
screen. The masterly pace, stillness 
and detail are unnerving, while the 
soundtrack flares up every so often in 
a moody stutter of electric guitar or 
an electronica echo swelling around a 
drumbeat. Denis follows tangents, 
from Sidney's and Antoinette’s frisky 
love to Louis’ hardy dogs, but they 
seem to weave into each other, tan- 
gling the film into a fever-dream. 
Details of scenes in Switzerland 
reappear in the Tahiti sequences 
(which also include flashbacks, a la 


Se 


far as child actors go, Breslin is fan- 
tastic. Unlike, say, Dakota Fanning, 
who is a “serious actress,” Breslin acts 
her age. As Olive, she shows genuine 
hurt when her own father suggests 
she's too fat for another scoop of ice 
cream, and consoles her brother 
Dwayne in what is probably the most 
adorable, affecting scene I've watched 
in a long time. 

And when she finally takes the 
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Soderbergh’s The Limey, that are « li 
from an uncompleted ‘60s fi\7 


Lin 


‘which Subor acted). Elements of sj 


rifice, willful isolation, trespass an 
deception mix with Louis’ apparen| 
dreams of killing an intruder or th. 
girl who takes over his cabin atte: 
leaves. Apart from Sidney, are any 0 
these people real? Or are they quasi 
metaphorical re-imaginings of peo; 
Louis has met before? 

It's hard to get a sense of Louis, | 
then Denis’ film is as much about 
fading man’s drifting visions as 
the strange amends he's try: 
make. Whether you're confound 
strangely charmed, or irritated by it 
you're unlikely to forget it—Liinirus i 
like a rapturous, cryptic poem con 
posed by a sleepwalker. This is cin 
ma as a sensory experience. v 


stage at the pageant and perform® * 
superfreaky dance routine, she se" 
completely oblivious that she’s dant 
ing in front of an audience of droppe’ 
jaws. Proud and innocent at the 54" 
time, Olive isn’t old enough to ©" 
about other people think. She’s )¥*! 
having fun, and even though the '°' 
of the ensemble is stellar, it’s Bres!'" 
that makes Little Miss Sunshine 5° 
refreshing. v 
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~ Pulse barely even scary enough to bore you to death 


~ 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

n their attempt to re-craft Kiyoshi 

Kurosawa’s 2001 Pulse 

into a more stream- 
lined, coherent, main- 
stream Hollywood horror 
film, director Jim Sonzero TS Sues 
and writer Wes Craven have succeed- 
ed at little more than revealing a 
rather thin concept for what it is. 

Where Kurosawa's Pulse sacrificed 
character, story and structure in the 
interests of distinctive atmospherics 
and subtle chills, Sonzero and 
Craven's Pulse seems single-mindedly 
concerned with figuring out in clear, 
concise narrative terms what Kuro- 
sawa’s movie was really all about. 
Turns out it was really all about 
atmospherics and subtle chills 

Pulse proposes that phantoms too 

can surf the net—literally. Pale, wan, 
and usually bald and naked, these 
malicious spirits that look like the 
generic nasties from every other 
recent horror film are coming for us 
through modern communications 
technology, leaving behind inky ecto- 
plasmic stains that look like Rosarch 
tests. They're supposed to be the 
spirits of dead people, but sometimes 
they look like contortionist demons 
crawling upside-down out of indus- 
trial dryers like feeble octopuses. Go 
figure 


SS | How nara 

c= | PULSE | 
2 | SVRECTED BY SOCERO. WRITEN BY WES 
> | RAVEN. STARRING KRISTEN BELL IAN 


SOMERHALDER, CHRISTINA MILIAN 


UNWILLING 10 LEAVE wen enough 
alone, efforts are continually made 
throughout Pulse to explain its phe- 
nomena, but ne single explanation 
gets past breathless vagaries, 
whether concerning the relationship 
between electronic signals and the 
spirit world or even the basic motiva- 
tions of the spirits themselves. One 
character says the ghosts simply 
want what they no longer have: life. 
But dragging more people into the 
ether doesn’t seem to make the 
ghosts any more “alive” then they 
were before. As transdimensional 
drama, Pulse is drearily static. 

Now, obviously, a horror film need- 
n't be rational to function—some of 
the best never even stop to tell us 
what the hell is going on, but simply 
eke out the hidden terror lurking in 
the shadows of ordinary life. There’s a 
lesson in this. 

Pulse almost seems onto something 
in this regard in its first scenes, with 
Craven characteristically punctuating 
concept at every turn, emphasizing on 
an intimate scale the ubiquity of cell 
phones, PDAs and computers in mod- 


ern life. It’s a shame that this build-up 
of technological dependency never 
goes anywhere. How can it when the 
ghosts don’t actually abide by tech- 
nology’s rules—they get you even if 
you unplug and deactivate everything, 
so what does it matter? As is often the 


Step into the world of Hudson Hawk 


£2 | HERESY! 
Ss | DARREN ZENKD 
! daren@vueweekly.com 


In Heresy!, Vue Weekly invites its film 
reviewers to either champion a film that 
everyone else thinks is trash, or to trash 
a film that everyone regards as art. 


When it was released in 1991, my only 
contact with the phenomenon of Bruce 
Willis’ Madson Hawk was playing the 
licensed Nintendo game, which was 
pretty shitty: acrocephalic little Bruce 
Willis dude running through the ugliest 
boring environments this side of educa- 
tional gaming, being chased by dogs, 

] in pits ... they didn’t quite get the 


~ marketing synergy they were after with 


ne. Like most people in the uni- 
didn’t see the film; we all just 
around the universe watching 
on Hawk get torn critically to 
eds like few movies before or since, 
and figured that every single reviewer 
couldn't be wrong 
Guess what? They were, and so were 
D or being an impossibly 
nonsensical, inexplicable action- 
iusical-spoof pro- 
vanity project, Hudson 
in fact an impossibly loopy, 
nexplicable action-adven- 
nedy-musical-spoof produced as 
star's vanity project. For sheer audaci- 
ty and daring in throwing everything into 
the blender and rejoicing in the product, 
Hudson Hawk has few rivals 


iture-come 
duced as a sta 
Hawk w 


THE CENTERPIECES of Hudson Hawk, 
the parts everyone remembers, are the 
heist sequences where Bruce Willis and 
Danny Aiello burgle joints while timing 
their actions to the meter of pop stan- 
dards. Like pretty much everything else 
in the movie, it makes no sense; why 
don’t they just use watches? Why? 
Because then they wouldn't be singing! 
As clockwork as their thiefy action 
might still be, they’d just be robbing a 
place in a silence broken only by gritty 
one-liners rather than daintily soft-shoe- 
ing and show-tuning their way through a 
museum while “Swinging on a Star” 
builds from whisper to big finale. 
Hudson Hawk has more in common 
with a slapstick gag anthology like Air 
plane! than with the action-adventure 
genre it seems to occupy, and it has to be 
appreciated as such: there is hardly a sin- 
gle line in the movie that isn't a gag, quip, 
pun or put-down, It's total comic anarchy, 
ironically—perversely, even—stretched 


across an orderly, mechanical caper 
framework, and when your mind gets into 
that zone (go ahead and help it along) the 
movie opens up its treasures to you. 


Some of those treasures are easier to 


perceive than others, sitting right 
against the bulletproof window in the 
vault door: Richard E Grant and Sandra 
Bernhard as Darwin and Minerva 
Mayflower, a fantastically psychotic 
parody of evil-for-evil’s-sake supervil- 
lains. Hilariously over-the-top, yes ... 
and also icky and disturbing. Too dis- 
turbing? Maybe for a kids’ movie, but 
there’s another secret of Hudson Hawk. 
it's not a kids’ movie. It's not a family 
movie. It's a comedy, yeah—a slapstick 
comedy—but it's a comedy for adults, a 
comedy that gets darker than we're 
used to. The world of Hudson Hawk, as 
cracked as it might be, is still a world 


like our own where the whimsy of a 


musical number and the horror of a slit 


throat co-exist. w 
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case, when there’s no internal logic, 
however basic, there’s no suspense. 

In complete opposition to its prede- 
cessor, Pulse shows us way too much 
too soon and this too flattens out the 
film’s energy by trading in mystery for 
bland special effects. The apocalyptic 


finale is no more impressive, ;¢! 
on the tber-cliché image of emp\y 
streets with lots of newspapers blow 
ing across them to convey world 
scale crisis. If anything, it’s the image 
of the world coming to an end 
sheer boredom. w 


He’s a magic man . 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 39 


Leopold looking on, Eisenheim’s 
downfall all but guaranteed. 


THIS IS A familiar love triangle, 
where each point represents a differ- 
ent kind of archetypal power. It’s old- 
fashioned but it basically works, 
partially because the actors—espe- 
cially the coolly focused*Norton—= 
balance enigma with emotional 
intensity, partially because Glass's 
steady-building, oceanic score is 
ideal for invoking the mystical, and 
partially because the setting Burger 
nurtures is infused, albeit vaguely, 
with implications about class, poli- 
tics and, though never mentioned, 
maybe even racism. 

Norton certainly looks decidedly 
Jewish here—as a number of magi- 
cians of the time were—and his char- 
acter exists in a world where 
anti-Semitism was hardly tempered 
by the new enlightenment. 

Modelled somewhat after Ingmar 
Bergman’s The Magician (1958), The 
Illusionist is driven by a political and 
ideological conflict between artists 
and the state, between the appeal of 
good performance and the oppres- 
sion of young science. The corrupt 
but good-hearted Chief Inspector Uhl 
(Giamatti) stands at the story’s cen- 
tre, trying to glean truths from both 
his imperial employers and the tight- 
lipped, love-struck magician he’s 


charged to persecute. 

Playing detective on the audi- 
ence’s behalf, Uhl's the only charac 
ter to really develop in The Illusionis! 
but Giamatti assumes the difficult 
role with singular panache, investi"s 
it with complexity and making som 
thing of even the trickiest scenes 
like the final moments where Uhl 
suddenly figures out a possible 
explanation to the film’s most ine 
plicable events, a scene that basic il- 
ly requires Giamatti to make ¢ 
dizzying variety of excited !ac¢* 
while saying nothing. f 

It’s probably thanks in large pa" 
Giamatti that, even when The /!"" 
sionist attempts to throw an ambis\’ 
ous last-minute twist at us, chang!" 
the nature of all that came before, "* 
can still walk away in a state of wo" 
der, instead of just feeling cheated. ¥ 


_ PREPARE TO DISCOVER THE EXTRAORDINAR} 
ROMANCE FROM THE PRODUCERS OF 
‘CRASH’ AND ‘SIDEWAYS’ 
ELLE, Karen Durbin 


} “THRILLING AND INGENIOUS! 
- Edward Norton casts an intoxicating spell 
I in this thriller that is AS MOVING - 
AND SEXY - AS IT IS SUSPENSEFUL. 
Jessica Biel brings such 
grace and intelligence.” 


USA TODAY. ciaudia Puig 
“STUNNING! POWERFUL! 
Paul Giamatti is SUPERB!” 
TODAY Gene shai 


“MAGICAL, HYPNOTIC ~} 
and ROMANTIC!” ~~” 


SNES ty ton Jeffrey Lyons 
“OSCAR® CALIBER! 


Sure to be one of the most 
honored films of the year.” 


PAUL GIAMATTI 


NOTHING IS WHAT 1T SEEMS. 
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Where are the ntianced, character. 
driven superhero stories? 


WORDPLAY 


OPM 


NIGHTLY 7:1 
SAT & SUN MATINEE @ 1:00PM 
num e 
VISIT US OM LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH 


NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:00 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 


VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


CAG 15 Closed Until August 30 for 


THE FESTIVAL SEASON - but starting September 1 we're 
back with a new line-up of exciting, alternative cinema! 


FROM THE 
DIRECTOR 
OF “OLDBOY’” 


“HANDS DOWN ONE OF 
THE BEST CINEMATIC 
STORIES TOLD THIS YEAR.” 


— HARRY KNOWLES, AIN'T [T COOL NEWS 


“TREMENDOUSLY 


ENTERTAINING.” 
~ SCOTT TOBIAS, THE ONION 


“ELEGANT.” 
~ AARON HILLIS, PREMIERE 


LADY 


VENGEANCE 


Eo ag 
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All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 


For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 
Metro operates with the support of: 


Conseil des Arts Gh) Foundation : 
du Canada Vs tor the Arts is 


& Canada Council 
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DARREN ZENKO / darren@vueweekly.com 


T= are Earth’s—well, Marvel 
Comics'—mightiest 
heroes! An ancient 
Norse thunder god whose : 
mighty strength and mystic 
hammer smash_ the _ THISSUCKS 
unrighteous; a living legend from a 
time of heroism reborn to carry on the 
fight for freedom; a genius technolo- 
gist whose mechanical might strikes 
technological terror into the hearts of 
spies and saboteurs ... 

.. and a high-society fashion plate 
who turns into a fairy and shoots 
mildly annoying electrical bolts; her 
schizoid inventor husband who will 
have at least a half-dozen grow-and- 
shrink based alter-egos over the 
course of his depressing train wreck 
of a superhero career; a rage-driven 
semi-moron who happens to be the 


_Most physically powerful being in the 


universe; the kung-fu king of an isola- 
tionist African techno-tribe; a super- 
fast, super-surly mutant and his withy 
wig-wearing sister; an android; a deaf 
guy with a bow-and-arrow set ... and 
we haven't even left the ‘60s yet. 

It's been a long, weird 43 years of 
reinvention and recombination for the 
Avengers that’ve led us to this 
month’s release of the second of the 
Ultimate Avengers direct-to-DVD 
animated films. 


GARNEAU 
th 


ume SUNSHINE 


STARE An Tee TERE Re ae RANE 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE 


NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:10PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE @ 2:00 
THEMES 


nareD 164 AARCUAGE, MATURE 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


| HOW AVAILABLE 


| ULTIMATE AVENGERS | & II 
DVRECED BY CUT GEDA AND STEVEN E. GORDON 
WRITTEN BY GHES JOHNSON 
STARRING JUSTIN GROSS, MARC WORDEN 
WICHAEL MASSEE GREY DELSLE 


Based on the Ultimate series 
launched in 2001—a continuity that 
tells a darker, harder, more tangible 
Avengeroid myth free (for better or 
worse) from the legacy of decades of 
cloning, time-travel, alternate Earths 
and parallel dimensions that shaped 
the main Marvel Comics line—UIti- 
mate Avengers I & II straddle the line 
between adult action-adventure and 
Saturday-morning kiddie cartoons, 
and that straddling isn't always com- 
fortable. 

With the comics’ adult themes 
toned down or sloppily adapted from 
Mark Millar's work on the page, and 
with art direction owing more to GI 
Joe than Brian Hitch’s mini-master- 
pieces, there's not enough maturity to 
power a movie for grown-ups— 
there’s still too much of the same 
“cartoons are for kids” spirit that had 
the homicidal Punisher shooting stun 
darts and net guns in the '90s Spider- 
Man series—but as the PG-13 rating 
attests, there's enough bloodletting 
and backtalk to keep it off the floor- 
level shelves. 


THIS INCARNATION of the Avengers 
has Iron Man, Giant-Man, the Wasp, 
Thor and a recently thawed-out Cap- 
tain America brought together by 
S.H.I.E.L.D. (Special Headquaters, 
International Espionage, Law- 
Enforcement Division) director Nick 
Fury and his first officer, the deadly 


reenwriting workshop 


Russian superspy known as the p 
Widow, in order to stop the rept) 
alien Chitauri and their shapeshifi; 
Nazi leader from taking over th 
Earth—as well as to act as superpoy 
ered backup in case S.H | § 
Super-Soldier researcher, { 
Banner, goes off his me 
becomes the rampaging Hulk av 
(tWo guesses as to whether this h 
pens). They’re not shiny, ha; 
heroes—Iron Man’s a flippant b: 
Captain America’s a bitter mu 
piece, Giant-Man’s an emotion 
abusive husband, Thor's a hip; 
and their battles with one another and 
the system they've bought into pow 
the story as much as the super-ligh 

At least, that’s the theory. In pr 
tice hack dialogue, wooden voi 
(Olivia d’Abo’s “Russian” accen 
the Black Widow is consiste: 
Scene-ruining) and chicken-out choi 
€s (in the comics, Giant-Man beat 
Wasp to an inch of her life and g 
his 60-foot ass kicked by Captain 
America; in the film he’s just a com 
mon asshole) keep our eyes rolling 
rather than riveted, even amid som 
pretty spectacular battles and grea 
animation. 

As a fanboy, I'll take what | can get 
after a lifetime of following th: 
Avengers—seeing the classic Thor 
Hulk matchup in full motion and 
colour is just one example o! th« 
many moments that put goosebumps 
on my pasty nerd arms—but Ultin 
Avengers ends up being disappoint 
ing, even embarrassing: more tack) 
power fantasies for unsophisticated 
man-boys, where punches to the act 
outnumber believable conversations 
by about 500 to one. v 
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A Passionate Truth: Documentary Storytelling 


(starts Sept. 13th) 
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d Lucie Laurier star in Le Sur- 
ic Canuel's action come- 
ce on either side of the 


Jessica Biel star in Inter- 
ssin director Neil Burg- 

ut a magician in 1900s 
magic to woo a woman 


4 muc 


HINE Toni Collette, 

ind Steve Carell star in 
ayton and Valerie Faris’s com- 
family who travels the US in 


an in an effort to get their 
9 beauty pageant finals. Read 


| él ge Jean Arthur and Van 
Heflin star in Giant director George 
evens’s Western about a weary gun- 
fighter who tries to settle down, only to 
brought into conflict over land. ADYAL 


‘tied (102 AVENUE & 128 STREET); MON, AUG 
(] 


NAKES ON A PLANE Samuel L Jackson, 
on Lawson and Nathan Phillips star in 
ellular director David R Ellis’s action film 
jout an assassin who opens a crate full 
snak 4 plane in an effort to kill 
jomeone who has witnessed a crime. The 
akes, meanwhile, might be the type to 
fuck their mothers.The plane, too. 


All showtimes are subject to change at time. 
Please contact theatre for confirmation: me 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
8094 Connauaht Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


YOU, ME & DUPREE (PG sexual content, not recommand- 
8d for young children) DAILY 1:20, 7:00, 9:15 SS 


MIAMI VICE (148%; violence, sexual content) DAILY 1:3 
6:45, 9:15 ‘emails 


Cinema 12: 3633-99 St, 463-5451. 


THANK YOU FOR SMOKING (14) 
11:40 2:10 4:30 6:50 9:20 11:35 


NACHO LIBRE (PG Crude Sexual Lan, , Mati 
Themes) 11:00 1:30 4'507:209:40 1200" =e 


THE BREAK UP (PG Coarse Language, Nol Recommended 


For Young Children) 11:30 1:40 4:40 7:25 9: 
ate ing, ) 25 9:45 


THE LAKE HOUSE (PG) 11:20 1:50 4;25 7:05 9:35 11:50 


OMEN [144 Gory Violence, itening Scenes) 
11:25 2:05 4:45 7:35 10:05 oe : 


GARFIELD: A TALE OF 2 KITTIES (G) 11:45 1:55 4:20 
7:00 9:15 11:25 9 


THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS: TOKYO DRIFT (PG 
Violence, Not Recommended For Children) 11:15 1:45 4:15 
7:30 10:00 12:10 


ed THE HEDGE (G) 11:05 1:103:105;05 715925 


INSIDE MAN (144 Coarse Lang ) 10:55 1:25 
4:05 6:55 9:50 12:15 wai 


FLV. (PG) 11:35 2:00 4:35 7:10 9:30 1140 
POSEIDON (14A) 7:20 9:40 11:45 


MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3 (144 Violence) 10:50 1.45 
4:10 7:10 9:55 12:15 


ICE AGE : THE MELTDOWN (PG) 11:10 1-20 4:00 
Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 


THANK YOU FOR SMOKING (144) 11:20 1:30 420650 
9:15 11:30 


NACHO LIBRE (PG Crude Sexuel Language, Mature 
Themes )11°30 1:50 4:45 7:16 9:20 11:45 


THE BREAK UP (PG Coarse age. Not Recommended 
For Young Children) 11:25 1:40 4:40 7:20 9:40 11:50 


‘THE LAKE HOUSE (PG) 11:15 1:35 4:15 7:05 9:45 12:05 


OMEN (14A Gory Viclence, Frightening Scenes} 11-20 1:45 
4:50 7:25 9:50 12:15 


GARFIELD : A TALE OF 2 KITTIES (G) 11:20 1:05 3:00 
4:55:7:00 


‘THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS: TOKYO DRIFT [PG 
Violence, Not Recommended For Chiidran) 7°30 9:55 12:10 


OVER THE HEDGE (Gj 11:05 1:10 2:05 5.00 6:55 


INSIDE MAN (144) 930 17:55 

RAY. (PG) 11:10 1:55 430 7:10 9:25 11:40 
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3 (144 Violence) 9:35 12:00 
ICE AGE : THE MELTDOWN (PG) 17:35 2:00 4:35 


CITY CENTRE 
10200-102 Ave 421-7020 


THE ILLUSIONIST (PG) (MATURE THEMES) FRI-THURS 
1:10, 3:50, 7:10. 9:50 


SNAKES ON +. PLANE (164) FRI-THURS 1.00, 3:40, 7-09, 
9:40 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY 
(PG) (COARSE LANGUAGE, NOT RECOMMENDED FOR 
YOUNG CHILDREN) FRI-THURS 1:20, 4:00, 650, 9:30 


BON COP, BAD COP (14A) (VIOLENCE, COARSE LAN- 
GUAGE) FRI-THURS 1:30, 4:10, 7:20, 10:00 


PULSE (14A) (FRIGHTENING SCENES) FRI-THURS 2:00, 
4:40, 6:45, 9°15. 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST 
{PG} (FRIGHTENING SCENES,NOT RECOMMENDED FOR 
YOUNG CHILDREN) FRI-THURS 12:15, 3:25, 6:20, 9:45 


WORLD TRADE CENTER (PG) (NOT RECOMMENDED FOR 
YOUNG CHILDREN) FRIETHURS 12:50, 3:35, 6.95, 9:25 


ACCEPTED (PG) (COARSE,SEXUAL LANGUAGE,NOT REC: 
OMMENDED FOR CHILDREN) FRI-THURS 1:50, 4:30, 7:39, 
10:10 


STEP UP (PG) FRI-THUAS 1:40, 4:20, 7:15, 10:05 


ACCEPTED (PG) (COARSE. SEXUAL LANGUAGE, NOT REG. 
COMMENDED FOR CHILDREN) 12:30, 2:40, 4:50, 7:00, 9:10 


BON COP, BAD COP (144A) (VIOLENCE, COARSE LAN- 
GUAGE) 1:00, 3:30, 6:40, 9.20 


SNAKES ON A PLANE (184) 1°50, 4:20, 7:30, 10:00 
STEP UP (PG) 1:45, 4:30, 7-10, 9:40 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY 
(PG) (COARSE LANGUAGE, NOT RECOMMENDED FOR 
YOUNG CHILDREN) 1:30, 4:10, 7:20, 9:50 


WOBLD TRADE CENTER (PG) (NOT RECOMMENDED FOR 
YOUNG CHILDREN) 1:15, 4:00, 6:45, 9:35 


PULSE (14A) (FRIGHTENING SCENES) 12:50, 9:00, 5:00, 
7:40, 9:55 


THE DESCENT (184) (GORY SCENES) 9:45 
ZOOM (PG) 12:20, 2:30, 4:40, 6:50 
MIAMI VICE (14A) (VIOLENCE,SEXUAL CONTENT) 9:00 


BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS (() 12:40. 
2:45, 4:45, 6:55 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST 
{PG) (FRIGHTENING SCENES.NOT RECOMMENDED FOR 
YOUNG CHILOREN) 12:15, 3:20, 6:30, 9:30 


GALAXY CINEMAS - SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive. 416-0150 


SNAKES ON A PLANE (184) NO PASSES, FRI-SUN 1:35, 
4:10, 7:00, 9:40; MON-THURS 4:10, 7:00, 940 


ACCEPTED (PG) (COARSE,SEXUAL LANGUAGE,NOT REC- 
AGRENDED FOR CHILDREN} NO PASSES, FRISUN 1:30, 


3:45, 6:45, 9:00; MON-THURS 3:45, 6:45, 9:00 


BON COP, BAD COP [14A) (VIOLENCE,COARSE LAN. 
GUAGE) PM.. SUB-TITLED FRI-SUN 1:10, 4:05, 7°10, 
10:10; MON-THURS 4:05, 7:10, 10:10 


STEP UP (PG) FRI-SUN 1:45, 4:20, 7:25, 9:55; MON. 
THURS 4:20, 7:25, 9:55 


te (PG) FRISUN 1:20, 3:35, 6:40, MON-THURS 3:35. 


PULSE (144) (FRIGHTENING SCENES) FRI-SAT 1:25, 3:30, 
7:30, 8:50; SUN 1:25, 3:30, 9:50: MON-THURS 3:30, 7:30, 
9:50 as 
WORLD TRADE CENTER (PS) (( 
YOUNG CHILDREN) FRI-SUN 4:( 
MON-THURS 3:55, 6:55, 10:00 
TALLADEGA NIGHTS; THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY 
{PG) (COARSE LANGUAGE NOT RECOMMENDED FOR 
YOUNG CHILDREN) FRI-SUN 1:15, 3:50, 7:15, 10:15: 
MON-THURS 3:50, 7:15, 10:15 


BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS (G) FR) 
SUN 1/40, 4:00, 6:30, 6:55; MON-THURS 4:00, 6:30, 855 


MIAMI VICE (1 44) (VIOLENC 
THURS 9:30 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST 
(PG) (FRIGHTENING SCENES,NOT RECOMMENDED FOR 
YOUNG CHILDREN) FHI-SUN 1:00, 4:15, 8:00; MON- 
THURS 4:15, 6:00 


WWE: SUMMERSLAM (STC) SUN 6:00 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE 744) Dally 700 9°10 Sat Sun 2:00 
nO show 7:00 Thu, August 17 


MENDED FOR 
5, 6:55, 10:00; 


EXUAL CONTENT) FR 


GATEWAY 8 
2950 Calgary Trail, 496-6977 
THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) DOLBY STEREO DIGITAL 
FRI,MON-THURS 7:00, 9:25; SAT-SUN 1:10, 3:20, 7:00 


925 


THE DA VINCI CODE (144) (VIOLENCE MATURE THEME) 
DOLBY STEREO DIGITAL FRILMON-THURS 8:20; SAT-SUN 
3:00, 8:30 


X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PS) (VIOLENCE MAY FRIGHT 
EN YOUNG CHILDREN) DOLBY STEREO DIGITAL 
FRI,MON-THURS 6:40, 9:15; SAT-SUN 1:00, 3:10, 6:40, 
9:15 


JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE (PG) (SEXUAL CONTENT) 
DOLBY STEREO DIGITAL FRI.MON-THURS 7:10, 9:35 
‘SAT-SUN 1:40, 3:50, 7:10, 9:35 


MONSTER HOUSE (PG) (FRIGHTENING SGENES NOT 
RECOM. FOR YOUNG CHILDREN) DTS DIGITAL FRI,MON: 
THURS 6:50; SAT-SUN 1:50, 4:00, 6:50 


ANTHONY KAUN HAI () DTS DIGITAL 
THURS 8:45; SUN 3:30, 8:45 


LADY IN THE WATER (PG) (FRIGHTENING SCENES.NOT 
RECOMMENDED FOR YOUNG CHILDREN) DTS DIGITAL 
FRI-THURS 9:30, 


THE ANT BULLY (G) DTS DIGITAL FRIMON-THURS 6:90, 
SAT 1:39, 3:30, 6:30; SUN 1:30, 6:30 

MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND (PG) (SEXUAL CONTENT.NOT 
RECOMMENDED FOR CHILDREN) DTS DIGITAL _FAI,MON: 
THURS 7:15, 9:45; SAT-SUN 1:20, 3:40, 7:15, #45 


CLICK (144) DOLBY STEREO DIGITAL FRI,MON-THURS 
7:20, 9:40; SAT-SUN 2:00, 4:10, 7:20, 940 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mail, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert. 
458-9622 


FRI-SAT.MON- 


BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS (5) Daly 
1,00, 2:55, 4:45, 635, 8:15 


MIAMI VICE (144, violence, sexual content) Daily 9:50 


JOHN TUCKER MUST DIE (PG. sexual content) Daily 1245 
2:35, 4:25, 6:15, 8:05, 9:55 


ZOOM (PG) 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 9:15 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST 
(PG, frightening scenes, not renommmnded tor young chikiren} 
Daily 12:55, 3:50, 645. 9:20 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY 
(PG, coar ). ot recommended for young children) 


Se language, 
- 1:10. 3:25, 5:30, 7-25, 9:45 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 996-2728 
STEP UP (PG) DAILY 12:50, 3:10, 7:00, 9:20 
BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS (3) Daily 
1:10, 2:15, 7:10, 810 
PULSE (STC) Daly, 1:00, 3:90. 7:20, 9:30 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY 
(PG, coarne language. not recommended for young chikiren} 
Daily 1:20. 3:40, 650, 2:05 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA ~ SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St, Spruce Grove 972-2332 
‘TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY 


{PG coarse language, not recommended for young chiiaren) 
7,00 9:00 


ZOOM {PG) 1:00 2:00 Aug 19, 20, 22 6 24 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-2212 
SEE THE AD IN THIS WEEK'S ISSUE 


PNEW WEST MALLS 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 


THANK YOU FOR SMOKING (144) (CRUDE SEXUAL LAN- 
GUAGE.MATURE THEMES) FRI-SUN 1:45, 4:20, 7° 00, 9:10; 
MON-THURS 4:30, 7:00, 9:10. 


NACHO LIBRE (PG) FRI-SUN 2:10, 4°35, 7:20, 9:40; MON. 
THURS 4:35, 7:20, 3:40 
THE BREAK-UP (PG) (COARSE LANGUAGE, NOT RECOM. 


FOR YOUNG CHILDREN) PFRI-SUN 2:20, 4:40, 7:10, 9:35; 
MON-THURS 4:40, 7:10, 9:35 


THE LAKE HOUSE (PG) FRI-SUN 
MON-THURS 4:45, 7-30, 


OVER THE HEDGE (Gi 
MON-THURS 4:00, 6:30, 9°00 


JN 3:40, 4 


GARFIELD: A TAIL OF TWO KITTIES (G) FRI-SUN 
4:10; MON-THURS 4:10 


EFRIGHTENING 


THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS: TOKYO DRIFT (PG) (Vi 
LENGE,NOT RECOM, FOR CHILOREN} FRI-SUN 2:00, 4:20 
6:50, 9:20; MON-THURS 4:20, 6:50, 9:20 


IMPOSSIBLE fil (144) (VIOLENCE) FRI-THUR 


ICE 


THE MELTDOWN (PG) FRI-SUN 1:50, 4-15 


__ NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231 137th Avenue, 780-732-2223 
SNAKES ON A PLANE (784) NO P 7 
12:00, 1°20, 2:40, 4:0¢ 6:40, 8:00, 9:5, 1 
ACCEPTED (PG) ( 

OMMENDED FOR CHIL 
2:10, 2:30, 5:00, 7:4 
BON COP, BAD COP | 


GUAGE) FRI-THU! 


SEXUAL LAR 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE ( 
LANGUAGE MATURE THEMES) 
7:10, ¢ 


PULSE (144) (FRIGHTENING SCENES) FRI-THURS 2:1¢ 
5:20, 7:55, 10:25 


WORLD TRADE CENTER (PG) (NOY RECOMMENDED FOR 
YOUNG CHILDREN) FRI-THURS 1:10, 4:15, 7:20, 10:20 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY 
PG) (COARSE LANGUAGE, NOT RECOMMENDED FOR 
YOUNG CHILDREN) FRI-MON 


7-30, 10:20; TUE 4:40, 7:30, 10:2 

BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS ((3) FF 
WED 11255, 2:00, 4:10, 6:20, 8:0; THURS 11:55, 2:0¢ 
4:10, 955 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) FRI-Thu! 


THE DESCENT (168A) (GOF 
6:10, 1040 


MIAMI VICE (148) (VIOLENCE SEXUAL CONTENT 
THURS 12:50, 9:50, 7:00, 10:10 


YOU, ME AND DUPREE (PG) (SEXUAL G 
RECOMMENDED FOR YOUNG CHILDAEN 
210 


INTENT|N 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST 
(PG) (FRIGHTENING SCENE Oo MENDE i] 
YOUNG CHILDREN) FRI-THURS 12:05, 2:29, 6:45 


WWE: SUMMERSLAM (STC) SUN 6:00 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 


A SCANNER DARKLY (144, 
guage} Daily 9:10 Sat Sun 3:00 


NOT SECOR 


wubstance abuse, coerss lan 


WORDPLAY (G) Dally 7:10 Sat Sun 1:00 


AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH (PG) Daily 7:00 9:00 Sa! 
200 
490, 140 St, Albert Ad, St, Albert, 418-6999 
‘CARS (G) 1270. 320, 620 8 820 FM 
KINKY BOOTS (PG) 1995 5 


MONSTER HOUSE (PG Frighte 
mandad for young ehidren) 


OVER THE HEDGE (5) | 
ANT BULLY (G) 1246 
CLICK (144) 1245, 245, € 
SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG: 


THE DAVINCI CODE (144 Vv 
315, 615 4.915 


P _SILVERCITY WEM 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 


440, 640 & 940 


ance, mature theme) 121 


ACCEPTED (PG) (COARSE SEXUAL LANGUAGE.N 
OMMENDED FOR CHILDREN) NO PASSES, DIGITA 
RWC/DVS FRI-THURS 11:50, 2 00, 7:4 
SNAKES ON A PLANE (184) NO PASSES, DIGITAL FA 
THURS 1:00, 1:80, 3:48, 4:15, 7:00, 7:30, 9:45, 10-1 
STEP UP (PG) DIGITAL FRI-THURS 1:15, 3:55, 7:10, 9:55 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY 


(PG) (COARSE LANGUAGE NOT RECOMMENDED FOR 
YOUNG GHILDREN) DIGITAL FRI-THURS 12:45, 34 
6:40, 9:30 

SUPERMAN RETURNS: AN IMAX SD EXPERIENCE (PG. 
DXGITAL IMAX = FRIETHURS 4:00, 7-15. 1 

THE ANT BULLY: AN IMAX 3D EXPERIENCE STA 
QAAX  FRI-THURS 11:30, 1% 

MIAMI VICE (144) LENCE, SEXUAL CONTENT) DIGITAL 
FRI-SAT/MON-THU 40, 2°10, 6:30, 9:40; SUN 12°10, 


9:40 


BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS (G) DIGITAL 
FRI-THURS 11:40, 2:00, 4:10, 6:35, 9:00 


YOUNG CHILDREN} Dic 
7.20, 10:25; WED 1200, 3:50, 7:20, 10:25 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST 
(PG) (FRIGHTENING SCENES.NOT RECOMMENDED FOR 
YOUNG CHILDREN) DIGITAL FRI-THURS 12:00, 3:90, 
650, 10:10 


BON COP, BAD COP (14A) (ViOl N 
GUAGE) DIGITAL PRI-THURS 12:30, 3:20, 6:45, 9:50 


ZOOM (PG) DIGITAL FRI-THURS 12:15, 2:30, 4.45, 7:40 


YOU, ME AND DUPREE (P°S) (SEXUAL CONTENT.NOT 
RECOMMENDED FOR YOUNG CHILDREN) DIGITAL FRI 
THURS 10:00 


PULSE (144) (FRIGHTENING SCENES) DIGITAL FRI 
THURS 1245, 4:20, 7:50, 10:05 


WWE: SUMMERSLAM (ST 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 436-9585 
SNAKES ON A PLANE (184 = 


ACCEPTED 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (* 


SUAGE MAT 


BON COP, BAD COP = 


ZOOM /PG) FRI-THURS 12:1 
KABHI ALVIDA NAA KEHNA M.. SUB-TITLE 


STEP UP RTH 


PULSE [14 HTENIN aES | 
WORLD TRADE CENTER {MENDED FOR | 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY 


THE DESCENT (co ES) F HURS | 
ar 10,1 } 


BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY A 


MIAMI VICE 


YOU, ME AND DUPREE ( 
RE ENDED FOR 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST 


SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG) FR 
WWE: SUMMERSLAM {5TC) SI | 


111 Ave. Groat Rd, 455-8726 


N 


| 
SNAKES ON A PLANE {1 44) P), R 
: | 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY 


i 


ACCEPTED [PG) (COARSE SEXUAL LANGUA aE | 
WENDED FOR CHILD! ra: ei 


WORLD TRADE CENTER | Re E = 


STEP UP (PG) Dally 1:00, 32 


BARNYARD THE ORIGINAL PARTY ANIMALS (5) De 
1:10, 3:10, 7:10. 9 


PULSE (STC) Daly 12 40, 7 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE BALLAD OF RICKY BOBBY 


AUGUST 17 - AUGUST 23, 2006 


~~ 


e need a new word. I 
‘ mean, I guess 
you can ¢all & 


ae Up a movie. Under 
the bare minimum require- 
ments—something shot on THS SUCKS 
film and running in the neighbour- 
hood of two hours—it qualifies. But it 
lacks all those other things we gener- 
ally like to associate with movies, like 
a shred of thought, or emotional rele- 
vance, or acting. Does anyone have 
an idea of what we could call some- 
thing like this? 

«» Because, really, if you remove it 
from the context of having to be a 
movie, it’s not actually all that bad. It’s 
still idiotic, of course, but if reduced to 
an opportunity to watch pretty people 
dance—fairly impressively, it’s worth 
noting—while eating Reese's pieces, it 
sneaks by on a kind of stupid charm, 
anchored to lead Channing Tatum, an 


and down 


bt 
— 
= 
a 


HOW! PANG 
STEP UP 


DIRECTED BY ANNE FLETCHER 
WRITTEN BY DUANE ADLER AND MELISSA 
ROSENBERG 


STARRING CHANNING TATUM, JENNA DEWAN, 
DEMAINE RADCLIFF AND MARIO. 


uncanny mix of Josh Hartnett and the 
type of guy whose drink of choice is 
rum and coke and who only wears 
muscle shirts to the bar (which is, 
apparently, catnip for 17-year-old 
girls, who were saying “I wish he was 
my boyfriend” through the film like it 
was a conjunction). 

But once, you know, you look for 
things like connection to character, or 
originality, you're better off dissecting 
Volkswagen ads. The essential prob- 
lem is that the movie is written in flu- 
ent cliché, so much so that casting a 
white actor in the role of disadvan- 
taged urban youth serves as a bold 


Wouldn't you prefer 


we had your back? 


including GST between Edmonton and Calgary 


Ask about our special discounts 


and ticket packs 


LED aL OW 


motor coach 


ONE-WAY 


vvvvy 


800 232 1958 
WWW.REDARROW.CA 


CALGARY | RED DEER | EDmonton | FoRT McMURRAY 


n, Step Up 


single or double row seating 
onboard movies 

fold-down tables and laptop plug-ins 
complimentary snacks and beverages 


several departures daily 


and unpredictable decision. 

Girl shows guy her “private place” 
where her father used to take her; 
guy’s friends don’t understand that his 
dancing might take him out of the 
repressive urban hell in which he 
lives: a plot summary is redundant, 
because the only way you don't know 
what happens in this movie is if 
you've never read, watched or, possi- 
bly, listened to anything in your life. 


AND REALLY, that might be what 
makes thing not only bad, but down- 
right insidious. Look, a fair amount of 
discord in the world comes from the 
fact that people are unable to accept 
their own reality, and instead strive for 
some kind of unrealistic, unattainable 
fantasy, the type of fantasy perpetuat- 
ed by the slipping-on-a-banana-peel 
obviousness of shit like this. 

Sorry, Larissa, or whatever the hell 
teenage girls are named these days, 


you're not going to get that bad boy 
to change his ways, or have your 
boyfriend rush backstage to tell you 
how much he loves you before pop- 
ping some mad hybrid of ballet and 
hip-hop dance to thunderous 
applause. 

Expecting him to be your knight in 
a shining muscle shirt will only make 
you ever more dissatisfied with your 
go-nowhere relationship, and as you 
bottle up your increasing resentment 
towards him for it, it will only causti- 


cally seep out in increasingly passive. 
aggressive needling, which wj 
drive him further away from his shrey, 
of a girlfriend, until you both come to 
the conclusion that marriage is, para- 
doxically, the only way to save your 
tattered, hollow relationship. 

The resulting kids will scape the 
reality of their parents’ loveje-. 
union by searching out fairy ;; 
romance, and these movies will cc, 
getting made. The word for tha: ;- 
“depressing.” w 


li only 


Zoom can't even: best 


Tool Time 


STEVE LILLEBUEN / steve@vueweekly.com 


im Allen deserves a round of 
applause. As the 
credits role at the 
end of his latest film, : 
Zoom, he's featured in an 
outtake where he aptly TMS SUCKS 
States, “I think we’re funnier on TV. 
Maybe it’s the screen size.” 

He's right. With appalling perform- 
ances from former television stars 
Courtney Cox and Chevy Chase, 
there isn’t much that Allen can do to 
turn around this flat, uninspired, and 
boring film. It feels more like a tele- 
vision special than a feature film, 
with several moments that could 
fade to black in perfect transition to 
a commercial break. 

Allen plays Zoom, a faster-than- 
Superman superhero who was a 
member of a top-secret government 
project in the 1960s. Back then they 
used Gamma radiation to increase a 
person's superpowers. While it did 
wonders for Zoom, making him faster, 
it turned his super-powered brother 
utterly evil, bent on destroying the 
project and everyone involved in it. 

Forty years later, Zoom has been 
called up from retirement because his 
long-lost brother has been spotted 
heading back to Earth to wreak 
havoc once again..It’s Zoom’s job to 
run the training program for the next 
generation of superhero recruits—a 
motley crew of under-18s—so they 
can stop his brother and therefore 
save the world. 

And then nothing happens for the 
rest of the film. 


THERE ARE AT LEAST five extended 
training montage sequences here that 
attempt to keep the story chugging 
along; when they run out of Smash 
Mouth songs and product placements, 


NOW PLAYING 
= 
= | DIRECTED BY PETER HEWITT 
WRITTEN BY ADAM RIFKIN AND DAVID 
BERENBAUM 


STARRING TIM ALLEN, COURTENEY COX, CHEVY 
CHASE. 


the film resorts to cheap laughs 
Courtney Cox plays a nerdy, clumsy 
scientist who slips and falls on her ass 
repeatedly. There are also plenty of 
bad jokes involving spitballs, snot, 
and farts. It’s pretty remarkable that 
no one gets hit in the head with a Iry- 
ing pan, or gets the ol’ pie in the face 
This movie is as totally cliché and 
uninspired as a superhero kid film 
could ever design to be. Someone in 
Hollywood should be ashamed for 
giving this film the green light 
Clearly, there is plenty of material 
here to turn most audiences away 
What is a shock, however, is thal 
director Peter Hewitt actually learned 
a trick or two since his last two 
efforts, Garfield: The Movie, and Thun- 
derpants (the movie about the farting 
boy who becomes an astronau!) 
Hewitt genuinely tries his best to tum 
things around here, and while the film 
still finishes with a failing grade, there 
are a few unexpected laughs an¢ 
touching moments-that make watch- 
ing Tim Allen be a father figure—!" 
the tiniest of ways—a little bit amus- 
ing, sort of. ; 
Sure, the training’sequences “ras 
on, and the commercials for Wendy's 
get a bit annoying, but at least !he 
formula is tried, tested, and true. and 
Hewitt, if given at least three mor 
films to practice with, maybe "© 
day be good enough to direct a B-lis! 
effort. : 
It's just really too bad about the fryi"é 
pan. That would have been funny. ¥ 
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STORYBOARD / 48 (ge yaeal 
RUN CHICORUN/53 [| 
FOLK FEST WRAP-UP /55 a 


Misery Signals take a look in the Mirror 


LOCAL (WELL, SORT OF) HARDCORE SUPERGROUP COMES HOME FOR YWE 


TARA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweekly.com 

about deflecting gut-rench- 
| ing punches. After a tragic car 
accident claimed the lives of 
_ Jordan Wodehouse and Daniel Lan- 
glois, two of the members of seminal 
Edmonton hardcore band Compro- 
mise, their bandmates merged with 
Milwaukee-based 7 Angels 7 Plagues. 
The resulting band, Misery Signals, 
has also just parted ways with their 
lead singer, fellow Edmontonian and 
founding member Jesse Zaraska. Yet 
they still manage to convey a 
remarkably unyielding energy on 
Stage, a passion that will be on dis- 
play as they play this year's Yester- 
day Was Everything festival, an 
annual event meant to commemo- 

rate the lives of the late musicians. 
The event is understandably 
important to the members of Misery 
Signals, making it easy to justify the 


SAT, AUG 19 (2 Ph) 

YESTERDAY WAS EVERYTHING 

WITH DARKEST HOUR, MISERY SIGNALS, DRIVE 
BY PUNCH, FROM A SECOND STORY WINDOW, THE 
FEBRUARYS, E-TOWN BEATDOWN, SAVANNAH, 
SLEEPING GIRL AND OTHERS 

POWERPLANT, $16 (ALL AGES) 


PREVUE 


time and expense of getting the 
band’s disparately-located members 
together. Rehearsal, though, is only a 
little bit harder to coordinate, 
explains guitarist Stuart Ross. 

“Well, I'm from Edmonton, and 
he’s from Regina (Ross points to a 
member sitting beside him in the van 
whom I, um, cannot see over the 
phone), and the band’s based out of 
Madison, which is about a 24 hour 
drive, so we've gone back and forth 
to practice,” Ross explains. “They've 
spent some time up in Canada and 
we've gone there—we were down in 


Cleveland for all of May recording 
our album”. 


THE BAND HAS BEEN doing the North 


American shuffle all summer, playing 
the punk-based Warped tour as well 
as their own headlining gigs, and are 
now on their way from east to west 
promoting the upcoming release of 
their highly-anticipated new album 
Mirrors, featuring their new vocalist, 
long-time Signals guitarist Karl 
Schubach. That Shubach is a gui- 
tarist by trade and has never sang in 
a band before makes the story even 
more remarkable, especially consid- 
ering his monstrous voice, a sound 
the band has been known for in the 
past. So with all this change, how 
does Mirrors compare with their cel- 
ebrated debut Of Malice and the Mag- 
num Heart? 

“I'm really excited about it,” Ross 


enthuses. “Musically it’s a little bit 
different from our last record—new 
singer, as well. As far as the song 
writing, it’s a little more thought out 
Its not like the material is any more 
technical, its just we spent a lot more 
time arranging the songs so | think 
the flow is a lot better. We just sort of 
had a bunch of different topics we 
wanted to write about and then just 
came together collaboratively to 
write them, though Karl did a good 
amount of it 

“I'm trying to explain the title Mir 
rors,” he continues. “| mean, for me, 
it had a lot to do with change, a lot 
of the content is about changing 
yourself for the better; personally 
thinking you can change.” 

Fans won't have to wait too long 
to see if change is, indeed, a good 
thing: Mirrors will be released Aug 
22.W 


REVUE / THU, AUG 10/ MARK BIRTLES PROJECT / SIDETRACK CAFE At my parents’ house, there 
hangs a slightly embarrassing photo of me taken when | was about four years old. In it, | am stand- 
ing in the backyard of my childhood home and striking what | must have thought was an impressive- 
ly majestic pose, wearing only underwear and a pair of black boots. I'd always sort of wondered 
what the hell the four-year-old me thought | was doing, until my mother explained a few years ago 
that, to the best of her knowledge, | was probably “playing Astro-Boy” at the time. Anyway, | hadn't 
thought about the damned thing in years—that is, until | showed up at the Mark Birtles Project 
show at the ‘Track last Thursday and found lead singer Mark Raymond wearing the exact same out- 
fit. Well, not exactly—he was also wearing some manner of cape (although I’m pretty sure the 
1986 version of me would have incorporated a cape into the ensemble had one been available), as 
were the rest of MBP. along with various other bizarre wardrobe accoutrements. So why, I'm sure 
you're asking, did | choose to run this particular photo to accompany this review, depriving Vue's 
readership a glimpse of Raymond's lithe and toned (not to mention surprisingly hirsute) body, in 
addition to the rest of the whole outlandish spectacle? The same reason Eskimos home games get 
blacked-out in Edmonton: if you're so damned interested, pay the money and go see for yourself— 
the Birtles play Thu, Aug 17 atthe Studio. Bring your gaunchies. —ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 


MUSIC 


Think I'll 
gO Out to 


Alberta ... 


| WED UG 23 (9PM) 
PHIL MURPHY 


WITH NEIL MACDONALD 
| SIDETRAGK CAFE, $5 


PREVUE 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


seems that this fair city of ours 
is forever losing membde' 


musical community to 
other, larger musical mecca. What 
most people don’t consider is that 
the departure of some musician 
leaves a hole just w o be 
filled. Phil Murphy saw that oppor- 
tunity and arrived here from Toron- 
to nearly seven years ago wit! 
band, Cervaja 


us 


“At the time, it seemed to be 
spiking,” Murphy explains. “Every- 
one was moving to Ontario to play 


music and they 
work. It was get 
there.” 

Murphy admits that once he set- 
tled into Edmonton it was difficult 
to keep the band together, and Cer- 
vaja split. Fortunately, Murphy met 
a couple of likeminded musicians in 
guitarist/producer Stew Kirkwood 
and drummer Chris Sturwold, who 
have helped to keep his confidence 
up as he embarks on a solo career 
with a brand new album, Picture 
Show for Dummies 


THE DISC, which took a year to 


record, is made up of songs that 
Murphy has written throughout the 
years, and he's happy with the way 
that it tumed out. “They always say 
that you spending your whole life 
writing your first album,” Murphy 
says. “I saved the best for this one 
and we took our time and made 
sure everything was right.” <= 

Part of what Murphy is so pleased 
about is that he's avoided releasing 
a set of songs that follow a typical 
verse-chorus-verse pattern, opting 
instead for arrangements that are a 
little more interesting 

“Me personally, I'm getting pretty 
tired of buying an album that 
sounds relatively the same all the 
way through,” he admits. “They 
seem to be following a lot of pat- 
terns these days, so | worked very 
hard to find twelve songs that dj 
not follow a pattern at all with each 
other. We tried to give each song its 
own identity. That’s the last thing 
that I want anybody to say about 
my music, is that it all sounds the 
same.” W 


€ taking all the 
ing hard to live out 
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DRAMA 
QUEEN 


| ® Available Now 
i> 9 Nees) = bodogMUSIC 


www bodogmusic.com 


>> FUTURE SHOP 


Storyboard hope to play for Legions of fans 


BAYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 
dmontonians have a strange 
Ficstonsni with our largest 
landmark, West Edmonton Mall. 
It's convenient to have so many goods 
and services in one place, sure, but it’s 
also a little, you know, annoying, espe- 
cially when a friend comes to town and 
they inevitably want to see the thing, 
forcing you to reluctantly trudge out to 
our city’s pet monstrosity with your 
tourist in tow. I've been a victim of this 
sordid ritual many times myself, so I 
feel the pain of Nano (yeah, just Nano) 
of the band Storyboard, who was 
stuck at the mall for this very reason as 
we spoke about his upcoming show. 

“I didn’t want to come,” he said of 
his location, explaining that a close 
friend had recently arrived from 
Toronto. “I have to show her around.” 

While the mall’s noises continued 
to rage throughout the course of our 
interview, the topic gf conversation 
moved from the Mall fo*Storyboard— 
which, I guess, had been the point all 
along. 

“We just got back from tour and we 
got a new member,” Nano informed 
me. “Well, not a new member—she 
quit on us and now she's back so it’s a 
reunion of sorts.” 


THIS LOSS of a member and subse- 
quent reunion, which, as Nano 
explained, was the result of some 
romantic fallout within the band, has 
put the band back on track towards 
the record deal that seemed well 


FAI, AUG 10 (7 Ph) 


Ss 
S ST0 
ES | WITH SHINY TOY GUNS, BACKSLASH THE 
| INTERNET, ELTERRAN 
ROYAL CANADIAN TEGION (STRATHCOMA 
BRANCH), $12 (ALL AGES) 


within their grasp a yeafago but had 
as of late becafne almost ifnpossible 
because, as he explains, “two of us 
weren't talking to each other.” The 
group is putting all that behind them, 
however, and are concentrating on 
making a new record. 

“We started off as a shoegazer 
band—at least, that was the inten- 
tion,” Nano says, explaining the evo- 
lution of his band’s sound. “The new 
stuff is techier, but still with flow. It’s 
always been about mood for us.” 


Welcome back Fergie 
He will be bartending 
on the wooftop 
Thursday Aug 17th. 
One night only. 


Storyboard is also looking forwar, 
to their upcoming show at the veer. 
ble Royal Canadian Legion hall just ; ff 
of Whyte Avenue. What started of 5 
a small all-ages show a group 0 
friends had planned in order to ae 


_ for each other has apparently becom 


a bit of a big deal. 

“It was originally supposed to b: 
the Red Strap Market,” Na, 
explains, revealing that the sh 
promoters moved the venue ; 
ber of times to the confusion a 
frustration of the participants 
of the promotion had even listed 
incorrect venue, he says 

“It’s at the Legion,” he reiterat 
“We're hoping you can mention that 
isn't happening at the Starlite.” 

Done and done. w 
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As it turns out, you can go home 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
he Casanova Playboys 
| released their first album last 
year, playing some shows 
around the city in support of the disc. 
But, with their eyes set on the big 
time, they pulled up their roots and 
headed west to Vancouver at the 
behest of their producer, Jonathon 
Fluevog (who is, incidentally, the son 
of shoe guru John Fluevog, if anyone 
was wondering). 

Singer Jamie Star recalls the experi- 
ence fondly, with a hearty recommen- 
dation that any kid move to a new city 
after high school, though he admits 
that the benefits and lessons of the 
move were hard earned. 

“lt was a bunch of guys from 
Edmonton moving to Vancouver, to a 
really sketchy area,” Star remembers 
“it was like being dropped in the mid- 
dle of nowhere, in this one house 
among millions of houses with 
nobody you know around you.” 


THE MOVE WAS ultimately ill-fated, 
with the Playboys’ bassist and gui- 
tarist leaving. The band hooked up 
with new guitarist Josh Posh out on 
the coast, but they also suffered from 
ever dwindling funds. 

“We were putting all our money 


Ke) | THURS, AUG 17 (10. PM) 
> 
THE 


CASANOVA PLAYBOYS 
THEFOK FEE 


completely broke,” Star says. “We 
were starving and it came to the point 
where the phone company cut us off 
and we couldn't pay our bills and we 
were like, ‘shit, what are we going to 
do?’ But we were still a band and just 
because we're in a different city in a 
fucked up situation, it doesn’t mean 
the band has to stop and quit, so we 
just packed our bags and went back 
to Edmonton.” 

The next six months were a flurry 
of activity for the band as they saved 
money and iraveled back and forth 


between Edmonton and Vancouver to 
complete their new album, Low Noise. 
“I'd stay there with Jonathon and it 
was 12 hour days recording vocals,” 
Star recalls. “I'd come back to Edmon 
ton for three weeks and hang out with 
my girlfriend and then I'd go back to 
Vancouver.” 

Star acknowledges that it was a dif- 
ficult time, but says that it was all 
worth it in the end. “It was that learn- 
ing process itself that got me to that 
point where I know who I am now in 
my life,” he explains. “I am a musi- 
cian. I've got to do the music. There's 
no other way of looking at it. | can’t 
settle for anything else but being a 
musician, a songwriter. | just like cre- 
ating songs.” v 
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is NOW ON 
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$2 HI-BALL 


ESTIC BEER 


UNTIL MIDNIGHT 
$3 AFTER THAT | 


DOORS @ 8:30pm 
NO COVER B4 9pm 
BINGO STARTS @ 9:40pm 
TRASHETERIA DJ's ST @ 11pm 
CREATURE FEATURE | tair: fehl Spm - “tie 
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& NEWCITY 


jachraen_— FEATURING FORMER MEMBERS OF 
tocy KMFDM +HOC +ECONOLINE CRUSH 


SUNDAYASEBIE2 4THiE 


AER) ELEC OENUNG AG TOATTIIND = DOORS an SIOW TIME ToSsoreM 


NN EW CITY va cu ti, 


SP S The Palackum Ehsilding 1008) Jasper Avenue Edrron 
B 


New City i is now hiring 1g all 
kitchen positions. Wages 
negotiable - plus tips. Call 
429-2582 for more info, or 
apply in person to Patrick 
after 3pm Tues-Sat!!! 


FREECLOUD 
RECORDS 


“> CARAVAN OF STARS 


10 ENTER 101m A COPY OF UNDEROATH 
DEF FINE THE i SREAT LINE. 
TELL US YRERE UNDEROATH ARE FROM. 
SEND (UR ANSHER VITH CQUR APOME AND OAdTIME 
PHONE AUMBER 10 UNDEROATH@VUEVEEKLY.COM 
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Plus a galaxy of great vinyl, tapes & CDs 


10764 101 ST PH 429-1476 
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10081 Jasper Ave. Polodium Build. 
coll 429-CLUB for more info 


DEFINE THE GREAT LINE 
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SUITE 2554, UPPER LEVEL 
WEST EDM. MALL * 443-6666 


pop, hip hop with DJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexxxi Tronic, Drag 
Kings and Queens, burlesque and 
rotating game shows, bands 
upstairs monthly 


‘STANDARD 0.) Danny Howells 
UK); tickets available at 
TicketMaster, Treehouse, 
Underground (WEM), Colourblind 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
NAMLS WLCM: Electro, techno, 
no wave, hip-hop with Du Nik 7 
‘and a rotating cast of guests; no 
minors; 8pm (door) 


WUNDERBAR in and Out: with 
DJ Pau! and Frank 


influences. Their drum rig, evidentially, isa little over the top as well. Come to see what 
on Earth a guy needs seven cymbals for; stay for Quietus, Cereberus and Within The 
Ashes, who apparently didn’t get the memo about having a name that ends in “us.” 


SIDETRACK CAFE The 
Firebrands, Rocketone!; 9pm; $10. 
(door) 

STARLITE ROOM Storyboard, 
Blacklash The Intemet, Shiny Tay 
Guns, El Terran, Vi An; 8pm (door); 
$8 (door) 

TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE 
Howard Young 


URBAN LOUNGE Connor's Road 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Anamnesis, Within In The Ashes, 


‘mous, totally addictive 
ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Friday 
Nights 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 


Top tracks, rock. retro with DJ 
Damian’ 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 
OJ Chnstian 


“GINGUR SKY Funktion Fridays 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair 


Ss Bg 
> 
= 
imc] ‘ 
oo 
= 
B 
‘OL YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 425.2889 Sr a eed Quietus, Cererbus; 8pm (door); $8 HALD Mod Club: india rock, new of the Dog: The Gre 
OR EMAL BLBNS AT (door) wa gitntbteait wbeseliath oh ee Great Outd 
USTINSS@VUEWEEXILCOM lue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
DEADUNE IS FRDAY AT 3 PM WHISTLESTOP Mr. Lucky ge aN CASINO EDMONTON 
(blues/ro0ts}: 9:30pm-1:30am; no | _before 10pm; $5 (after 10pm) Tonight(tribute show) 
cover LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday CASINO 
WILD WEST SALOON Kory Wias nw CITY LIKWID LOUNGE (op/rack) END 
The Gong Show retums 
DRUID cake AVE) 0: 
@ TAKING NIGHTLIFE TOANEW DEGREE @ LIVE MUSIC | ~~ cassca, | ctw yw | BRIDLE 
Top 40, R&B, house with DJ Jay 
CASINO EDMONTON Stars te : aaltepet ad and DJ Spyder Sth ied as AAA AST, 
Tonight (tri ui er Y Ludemus 20p 
THE TEMPERATURE IS RISING LIVE MUSIC | terenesen Ounoe Oieaatdasen | OVERTIMEBOWER AND tap- | jr! 022P0 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD X-Factor e band); 7:30pm; admission ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: Rake 11:40pm; The i 
CAN YOU FEEL THE HEAT? = a ea a 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open fade Ul ith DJ Mik arcs ow SOUL SH 
CH it |, Giins 
ee Cummings 11:20pm: Chunk RED STAR Loaded Friday, indie oo PUB Satu 
M , ; : , OM; county 
WE | WEDNESDAY NIGHTS ] AY MERI Crude: 6-10pm 10:40pm; Tupelo Honey 11:40pm; AT THE ONE DJ Choklit Elvic and fock and Brit pop with DJ Baran 
DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by SA'S PUB Abiscrt 
Brian Petch Ground Up, Beneain Jr 
EXPRESSIONZ CAFE Open stage PREVUE / FRI, AUG 18 (metal) $5 
hosed by Karyn Stirling, 7-11pm (9 PM) / THE IGNITERS JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
FOUR ROOMS Andrew Glover / SIDETRACK CAFE, Gomer 
Trio; 8pm ey ic will b O'BYRNE’S (9 (/ 
= € Nair will be greasy, Whnters, Scott Pe 
JAMBEERS PUB Thu 4 
jam; 7-11pm dete the rods will be hot and cover 
AND R BAR AND GRILL Open the basses will stand up ON THE ROCKS |; 
stage with The Poster Boys as the band formerly POWER PLANT 
(pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm-12:30am known as Rocketone penis Festival: Mi 
: ty adie fs, Drive by F 
NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam headline a rockabilly-erif- | | gi te. yy bf 
ae oe ee Old Tyme ic triple bill at the ‘Track all ages, license 
ref with The Firebrands and pe cloud 
CuYENES Marco Claveria Hurricane Felix & the eae fs Stat 
aes Southern Twisters SIDETRACK CAFE 
SWDETRACK CAFE |IIfit Outfit, é Run, Panurge. The ( 
Ninjaspy; Spm; $5 (door) $10 (door) 
URBAN LOUNGE Subtone Music SIR WINSTON CHURCHIL: 
SQUARE Exp0-Latino ( 
WALD WEST SALOON Kory Wios Lopes (Latin), and oth 
7pm; free 
DUS TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE 
BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack Prism Team DJ Spyder Readymade Flyboy Howard Young 
Entertainment FOUR ROOMS Andrew Glover AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB THE ROOST Ali Request Dance URBAN LOUNGE ( 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE DJs Tho; 9pm Top 40 with Latin band and Du Party: with DJ Jazzy WILD WEST SALOON | 
Spin on two levels JAMMERS PUB Country/rock vex RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ ZAKS ONSIST A 
VENUE 
BUDDY'S DJ Squiogles, Yohko Band: $-2am BACKROOM VODKA BAR Spinning band and dancing ever 
Ohno JEFFREYS CAFE Thom Bennett Element: D'n'B/house/breaks with SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 10pm-lam 
&: . Degree, Phateat, Neal K. Shortee, — 
ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich and Mo Lefever (funky jazz); $7 ‘Sifeosend how LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
Thursday: top 40, country JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Greg resident DJ Luke Morrison DJS 
> Zawaski BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover STOLLI'S Top 40, R&B. house = 
FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock é AT THE ONE DJ Chokii 
Bingo with DU SWAG NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays with People’s DJ DY Spyder 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) D.LY Wednesdays in the Suburbs: BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Requests with DJ Damian He oe Ras Ghandi, Steppa” | Bunpy's Dance party with DJ EUs Top 40 with Latin band and DJ 
GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top eu Alvaro TWALIGHT AFTERHOURS Papi 
40/dance with DJ Christian ON THE ROCKS The Sessions CALIENTE'S Funktion Fridays sa tay sas ie DECADANCE Sou! He 
GINGUR SKY Urban Substance RED STRAP ART MARKET Amy | yates pistRO Tent cee, nee dala wt Saturdays: Funky house and 
Thursdays: Urban Substance Seeley, Easy Life Club, Micah M ing Sinoles Party: Fo : beatz with Dus T-Bass, Fe 
Sound Crew, nVinceable, Slavens; 8pm (door), 8:30pm feral Ing) , SDS G WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and Funk and local/intemation 
ShortRound, Echo, SpinCycle, (show): $5 (door) DIES Are) DOTY ERAT Local Bands guests presented by N 
BabyGirl and Touch It Enfertainment; no minor 
3am 
HULBERT'S Relaxing down- 
tempo, smooth jazz, and lounge FEVER NIGHTCLUB 
music with DJ Frederick; 7pm, Night Fever-Live to Ai 
KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ The Bounce, DJ Shocker 
Dal USE: WII 
Mark Stevens; 3pm FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with 0. 
a cry maps LOUNGE Damian 
rect ar eal ig GINGUR SKY Soulout Satur 
ON THE ROCKS Salsa and the LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizl0 
EVER’S NDARY — CONTEST City: 9:30pm dance lessons, Cuban any DJ Groovy Cuvy and 
- . ’ * salsa DJ to follow ui 
With i $1000 in Cash and Prizes OVENTREE HOMER ANN Tar ONE ON WHYTE Satu 
FOR INFO CALL 443-GG6G6G ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: Nights: With DJ Jay and [ 
Classic rock, R&B, urban and Spyder 
dance with DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; RED STAR Indie rock. hip hoy 
ays PREVUE / FRI, AUG 18 (8 PM) / ANAMINESIS / VELVET UNDERGROUND, $8 teeeithedd 
RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock, The “insight” section of their website lists Plato, Nietzsche, Descartes and suicide as 3 


THE ROOST Always like New 
Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) 
downstairs and DJ Jazzy (new 
music) upstairs 

STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40 
R&B, house with People’s 0 
SPORTSWORLD ROLLER SKAT- 
ING DISCO Public skate 1-59” 
$5; and 7pm-midnightt, 96/4 
(rentals) 

‘TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Anthem: hard NRG/trance/!wY 
with Jeff Hillis, DTDR, Big Dau" 
STX. Tweek; Tam-8am 


WUNDERBAR Featured DJ 3%! 
Local Bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Release 
Saturdays 
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MUSIC 


Rdetrack Industry Night: with Du 
Dudeman, Line Of Sight, 9pm; $6 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic 
Inqrov, Jameoki and DU Tim 


‘STOLLIS Stol's House Arast: 
with Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
{nertia, quests 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Where 
Its At DJ Sweetz, Propa, Degree, 
2 Live Drew, no minors; no caver 
(8-Spm\/$4 {door)/S2 (industry) 
'WUNDERBAR Trance, dance and 
fave styles with DJ Regan and Co 


LBS PUB House band; 9:30pm- 
Tam; no cover 

NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
Claveria (samba to Bolero) every 
Monday 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Instrumental Old 
Time Fiddle Jam hosted by the 
‘Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers 
Society: 7pm 

SIDETRACK CAFE Maverick 
Mondays: Open Stage with Ben 
Spencer; 9pm; no caver, 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with 


PREVUE / MON, AUG 21 (730 PM) / HALL & 


) Penny Tentiary, Wootton: 


Reggae, 
hip hop, funk with Us Special Ed, 
Culture Shock 


BUDDY'S Ashley Love and DUT 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical 
Talent with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BUND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open stage with Mark Ammar 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
‘stage with Chris Wynters and 
guest 


LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted 
by Gary Thomas 


SIDETRACK CAFE Veilmaker, 
Makeshift Policy, The Line 
Atlantic; Spme $5 (door) 


__DS 


BUDDY'S Malebor. DU 


Yaa 


Latin and Salsa music. dance fes- 
‘sons 8-10pm 

NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo 
with DJ Dildozer and MC 
Fistinyourface 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday. popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 
SPORTSWORLD ROLLER SKAT- 
ING DISCO Retro night: music 
flash backs from the ‘50s, ‘60s, 
70s, ‘80s and "90s; Tpm-12 mid- 
night, $5/$4 (rentals) 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
TrainWreck Tuesday- Punk Rock 
Bpm (door); no caver 


WUNDERBAR Hipster Twister 
with Twister Board and DJs 


WED 


FESTIVAL PLACE Patio Series: 
Samantha King Trio, Dino 
Dominelli; 7°30 pm; $5 at Festival 
Place box office 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 
METRO CLUB AND BILUARDS 
The Metro World Beat Band with 
om " 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
DALY Wednesdays; Spm: $5 
O'BYRNE'S Chis Wynters and 
friends; 8:20pm: no cover 
ROSSDALE COMMUNITY HALL 
Little Flower open stage hosted by 
Bran Gregg: Bom b 
SIDETRACK CAFE Phil Murphy 
{CO Release Party), Neil 
MacDonald Spm, $5 (door /$10 
(with a CD) 

STOUL'S Wild Chery 
Housa/garage with Thipswitch, 
Rezidnt Funk, fusion with Steve 
Velocity 


URBAN LOUNGE Oimus 


LIVE MUSIC, | smomesrsuso 
Ryder 

ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL DJS 

Open mic with Duff Robison; 8pm 

BACK ROOM VODKA BAR BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deop 

Soulful deep house with Nio€ and Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 

Smoov with Nic-E and Smooy 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch: with OJ Buster Friendly, no 
cover 


BUDDY'S Guriz Gone Wild 
(Midnite: with BJ Eddy Toonflast, 
Mia Fellow, Ashley Love, Yohko 
Ohno, quests 
FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays 
LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B 
with DJ Spineyele 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Wig Out Wednesdays: Psycho and 
pekabilly with BJ Seaures 
RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk 
soul, disco, nu jazz. reggae, hip 
hop with Cool Curt. Yur, Junior 
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BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB ATES = : Brown, Ri 
Lari menepc om pli csi iene eh Pia la in Wii’ 6 | 
Lounge: with Me Bianca an Whoa, oh, here she comes—watch out, boy, she'll chew you up. Whoa, oh, here she ara dheobe | 
i 2 ae are leg Ls ape ek Wild Feat with DU Nestor Del: 

comes ... she’s a maneater! Now, if that’s not worth $87 plus service chayge, | don’t dee eeaectaata wires UNEST 734 
CAUENTE'S Liban Ladies Night Paaiwhatls STOLS Wid Cnr : ET a 
Sundays 7 Wednesdays: house/garage wit | 
pass Trpswitth, Ret fink Sieve THE FRINGE iN THE LOUNGE... |) 
pects nega aah eta ACABARET STARRING {4 
nares th S Master E Bed: BO Nome e ORE | aroanioner BASELINE FARMERS MAR- VEVVET UNDERGROUND GIS FATIECOTTS. 

DS CALIENTE Bashment Tuesdays KET-SHERWOOD PARK Patsy Lushious Wednesdays: Retro alter : ALS 

Reggae night with Bomb Squad, Amico and Brian Gregg (roots); 4 native dance with The JBOTS; no AUGUST 18" TO 27" AT 6:30 

BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild QB, Chrome Nine and weekly 8pm: minors, 9pm (door), $4 _——— es SSeS 


Mondays: Service Indastry Night; 


guest DJs; no cover 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 


WUNDERBAR Round one 


jHostess Connie Lingua, rotating ‘0 minors; Sp-2am ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country Gulch Wednesdays vata and Oi Schon Pap 
ape eae Queens; $2; BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Polar R&B with DU Foreplay, DU Jimmy COOK COUNTY Wednesday Nite wath DJ Toma and Aminder Brown 
Mondays every Monday with DJ FUNKY BUDDHA (White Ave) Live; 8pm (door) 


0.3 CHOKLIT ELVIS AND OJ SPYDER 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 * ATLANTIC TRAP 
AND GILL 7704-104 St. 432-461! * AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 499-1271 * AZUCAR 
LATIN NIGHTCLUB 11733-78 St, 479-7400 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St. 430-9200 * 
BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324/-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951- 
9456 « BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental.Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Ro, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG 
FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert, 418-6332 
* BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-5058 * 
BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St, 708-6555 * BOOTS 10242-1065 St 423-5014 * BUDDY'S 
11725B Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * CALIENTE 10815 Jasper Ave, 425-0850 * CARGO AND JAMES 
TEA SHOPPE 10634-82 Ave, 433-8152 * CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 Arayil Rd, 463-9467 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 St, 463-9467 * CASTLE ROCK 570 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert, 
458-8766 « CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 202! Millbourne Rd, Vest, 462-9565 * CONVOCATION 


HALL Ants Building, University of Alberta, 492-0601 * COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481-8739 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd 
113 St, 472-7696 * DANTE’S BISTRO 17328 Stony Plain Rd, 486-4448 * DECADANCE 10018-105 St. 990-1792/964-3168 * DEWEY’S LOUNGE 
Power Plant, U of A Campus, 492-3101 « DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 * DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 * EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 
20125-107 Ave, 471-9125 « FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378 * FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 
961-3117 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 « GAS PUMP 10165, 
114 St,.486-4841 * GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4212/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK 
8102, 10324-82 Ave, 989-7009 * HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463-6397 * HORIZON STAGE 100! Celahoo Rd, Spruce Grove, 
962-8995 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, (436-116) « JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 451-8779 » JAND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4408 
+ JEFFREY’S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 « JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 * JJ'S PUB 13160-1185 Ave. 485° 
7A62 * J.P RANCH SALOON Jasper Place Hotel, 15326 Stony Plain Rd * JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 1145597 Ave 427-2760 * JULIAN'S PUNO 
BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 ¢ KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433-6768 » KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave 433-2599 * 
LB’S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 « LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 » LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd F 447-4495 « 
METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 0250-106 St, 990-0704 * NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 
Jasper Ave, 413-4578 « NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 * NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 8430 Gateway Blvd, 432 
2003 * NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 13535-109A Ave, 457-9417 * O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 « ONE ON WHYTE 10544- 
82 Ave, 487-7699 « OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM South Whitemud Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 * PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 
10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 * POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 492-3101 » QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave, 499-1271 * RATT 
(ROOM AT THETOP) 7th Fi, Students’ Union Building, U of A Campus, 492-2153 * RED’S WEM Phase Ili, 481-6420 « RED STAR 10534 Jasper 
Ave, 428-0825  RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 444-1822 « RIGOLETTO'S CAFE 10068-108 St, 429-0701 * THE ROOST 10345-104 St. 426-3150 
* ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St, 482-2589 * ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 Ave, 429-3624 * RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper level. WEM, pee . 
SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 437-0231/710-1625 * SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 * SIDETRACK CAFE 10238- 
104 St, 421-1326 * SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER DISCO 13710-104 St,-472-6336 * STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438-2582 * STARLITE 
ROOM 10030-102 St, 428-1099 * STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 437-2293 » STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 * 
TAPHOUSE 9020 Mckenny Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 * TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * TWILIGHT 
AFTERHOURS 1018-105 St * URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St, 439-3388 * VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 * WILD 
WEST SALOON 12512-50 St, 476-3388 ¢ WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churhill Sq, 428-1414 * WOODCROFT COMMUNITY HALL 13915- 
115 Ave, 436-1554 * WUNDERBAR 8120-11 St. 436-5586 * XWRECKS 10143-50 St, 466-8069 » Y AFTERHOURS 10026-102 St, 994-3256 
wwww.yafterhours.com « YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-0428 ¢ YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 
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ARAOLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 

now, everyone in the whole 
{ ountry should have heard of 
3 | Jun Chico Run. With the 
mount of touring they've done and 
he quality of the records the two- 
some puts out, one might wonder 
why they're not selling out big arenas 
yet. Thomas Shields—who, along with 
fellow multi-instrumentalist Matt 
Skillings, might be best described as a 
drummer/guitarist/keyboardist/mara 
cca player—doesn’t have that many 
more ideas than I do as to why the 
group remains just under the Canadi- 
an indie radar. 

“we've got a definite lack of 
charm,” he begins, “and we did some 
terrible things,” he continues, refusing 
to elaborate. While this journalist will 
assume that a deal with the devil 
gone sour is the “terrible thing” that is 
keeping them down, Shields insists 
that Run Chico Run doesn’t even care 
about being the biggest band around. 

“The goal was never to be popu- 
lar—we just write the music we like,” 
he says. “Sometimes when we're 
writing a song we'll ask ‘Who's 
gonna even like this?’ but we both 
like it. We're just truckin’ our freak 
flag up a pole and seeing who salutes 
it—and if nobody does, at least it’s a 
sweet flag.” 


LUCKILY THE BAND enjoys the nomadic 
lifestyle they've created for them- 
selves. Being a two-piece makes tour- 
ing a snap, explains Shields, because 
they can hop in some other band’s 
van at a moment’s notice and go on 
tour, or they can bring friends in their 
van to break up the monotony. And 
monotony seems to be the great con- 
stant to touring,across a country like 
Canada. 

“The road’s kind of like forced 
relaxing,” laments Shields, before 
exclaiming, “at the same time, it’s 
pretty frickin’ relaxing.” Shields then 
explains that when Run Chico Run 
invite a friend to tour with them, the 
friend invariably gets a little too excit- 
ed about the prospect of being on the 


SAT, AUG 19 (9 PM) 


RUN CHICO RUN 
WITH PANURGE, THE O10 SOUL 
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— 
es 
SIDETRACK CAFE, $10 
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road with a wild rock band and the 
Chicos “always have to warn them 
that this is really boring and shitty.” 
Boring and shitty touring aside, 
the band puts on an electrifying live 
show, which is difficult for two peo- 
ple who Shields says are still learn- 
ing how to play their own songs. A 


, Chico, Tour! And again ... 
ICTORIA DUO STILL THE BEST BAND YOU'VE NEVER HEARD OF 


lot of the songs were written last 
time the band was in studio, he 
explains, so now they're figuring out 
how to make all the sounds they laid 
down on tape transfer to the stage 
The band has no firm plans as to 
when they'll be recording again, but 
in the meantime “there's been lots of 
experimenting with psychedelics and 
hedonistic activities,” in order to 
prepare 

I'm a firm believer in hedonism,” 
explains Shields. “If you let pleasure 
be your guide, you can’t go wrong.” W 


Smoothride keep takin’ care of business 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 
ere are not very many bands 
with such a commitment to 
pleasing their fans as Edmon- 
ton's Smoothride, and a recent gig at 
Whyte Avenue’s Urban Lounge pro- 
vides an excellent example of this 
philosophy, explains the band’s drum- 
mer Tim Francis. 

“We greeted everyone at the door 
with a free beer,” he says. “We're 
always looking for win-win-win rela- 
tionships. As long as we're thinking of 
everyone else first, the karma will 
take care of itself.” 


THE BAND SHOWS a similar commit- 


ment when it comes to creating their 


kott | SAT AUG 19 (0 PM) 


SMOOTHRIDE 
DELDLAVWA EARTH FESTIVAL 
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music. As Francis explains, no detail 
of what they write is small enough for 
the band to overlook. The trio spends 
a lot of time thinking about the cre- 
ative choices they are making and are 
quick to revise anything they’re not 
entirely happy with. 

“We can recognize when some- 
thing sounds too cookie cutter and 
that doesn’t sit well with us,” he says. 
“We don’t want to sound exactly like 
anyone else.” 


The sound the band has been 
working on, which Francis describes 
as a mix between Red Hot Chili Pep- 
pers and Incubus, has landed them a 
gig at the upcoming Delclayna Earth 
Festival, which is taking place this 
weekend on an organic farm near 
Athabasca. This gig, the band hopes 
will be the first step towards much 
bigger things for Smoothride 

“We'd like to try to turn this band 
into a viable stand alone business,” 
says Francis, explaining that up until 
now, university was a big priority 
while the band was forced to take a 
back seat. “School's done now,” he 
says, “and it’s time to flip those priori- 
ties." v 
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The hill was alive with the sound 
of music ... and hurdy-gurdies 


SCOTT HARRIS / scatt@vueweekly.com 
he four days that make up the 
Edmonton Folk Music Festival 
are filled with dichotomies: rain 
or shine, up close and squished or up 
the hill and scattered, take in the show 
or head back to the beer garden. 

But the biggest gulf of all is 
between those patrons who come out 
to see the familiar big names (and 
have grumbled for the past few years 
about how they feel the headliners at 
the Edmonton Folk Fest compare less 
than favourably to those in Calgary) 
and those who relish the intimate 
workshops and the chance discovery 
of previously unheard gems. 

While the mainstage big guns cer- 
tainly pleased, with solid performanc- 
€s put in by as varied a selection as 
Bedouin Soundclash, the Neville 
Brothers, Hawksley Workman, Feist, 
Bruce Cockburn, David Gray and 
Sarah Harmer—which collectively 
show just how diverse this festival of 
folk has become—it was the work- 


2 FOLK FEST 


shops and lesser-knowns that created 
the real buzz 

K'Naan, the incredible Somali-born 
hip-hop artist from Toronto who was 
slotted in the regrettable spot of open- 
ing the festival as the first act on 
Thursday's mainstage, was the undis- 
puted sleeper hit of the festival. His 
infectious beats, catchy flow, smart 
lyrics and inviting stage presence cre- 
ated a stir with the folkies. A crowded 
and appreciative Saturday morning 
workshop with UK-based Show of 
Hands and the anarchists of Chum- 
bawamba, which brought a smile to 
the face of the initially hesitant rapper, 
cemented the impact of his mainstage 
show. By later that day his were the 
only discs sold out at the merch tent 

Another buzz, albeit of a slightly dif- 
ferent nature, was created by Vancou- 
ver-based klezmer-whisky-rabbi Geoff 


Berner. From a mainstage ‘tweener'’ 
(that is, a short performance filling the 
time between headliners) rendition of 
“Maginot Line,” in which the hill joined 
Berner in the French-military-mocking 
refrain of “Stupid! Stupid!” to the fol- 
low-up choice of “Lucky God Damn 
Jew” to the workshop stage public 
service announcement of “Don't Play 
Cards for Money with Corby Lund 

(which features a verse detailing 
Lund’s recent Austrailian tour, a trip 
that reportedly resulted in card-playing 
koala bears being forced to prostitute 
themselves to pay their gambling debts 
to the Albertan troubadour and card 
shark), the brilliant Berner had the 
crowd and the performers on stage 
with him at once laughing out loud, 
applauding and shaking their heads in 
disbelief. 

Quebec-based Juno winners Le 
Vent du Nord—featuring the infamous 
hurdy-gurdy—and roots quintet The 
Duhks put on frenzied workshop per- 
formances that made it impossible to 


sit still, including an unlorgettably 
raucous dance-flilled joint t in the 
midst of a mid-morning hailstorm on 
Saturday. 


The brilliant Vishwa Mohan Bhatt 
on his self-invented 19-string mohan 
veena, played ragas that were a sight 
to behold, while the multinational 
Baka Beyond introduced the infectious 
percussion-driven sound of the Baka 
Pygmies of Cameroon to appreciative 
crowds. The “acoustic-folk-rock- 
metal” of Mexican guitarists Rodrigo y 
Gabriela (which, due to a scheduling 
mix-up on one of the stages, | never 
got to see) were described to me by a 
fellow folkie as “one of the greatest 
things I've ever seen.” 

The Folk Fest has a wonderful tra- 
dition, shown again this year by the 
mainstage set of 2001 festival darlings 
The Waifs, of bringing sleeper hits 
back in subsequent years. If the tradi- 
tion continues, next year will most 
assuredly be another sold-out week- 
end on the hill. v 
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IVAN ROSEN 
CLAWHANMER AND BANJO 
SLOSH TONE 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweokly.com 


I spent the day with this 


album while driving through 
several of the small, outlying 
THS ROCKS towns which surround 
Edmonton. The truth is, there could 
be no finer soundtrack for a day on 
the roads, rolling through the gentle 
prairies of this province. Ivan Rosen- 
berg is an accomplished player out of 
Bellingham, Washington who plays 
clawhammer, banjo and the resonator 
guitar. Rosenberg’s choice of instru- 
ments (as well as those of the other 
players—guitar, mandolin and fiddle) 
gives Clawhammer a sepia-like shad- 
ing. Some of Rosenberg's music has 
appeared in the western series Dead- 
wood and it’s easy to understand why. 

Thankfully, Rosenberg does more 
than just picking out the notes: he 
also writes damn fine songs. Though 
most are instrumentals, every song is 
memorable, from “Hamish’s Morphine 
Pill” to "The Creptid Mule,” creeping 
their way into the mind just as any 
catchy vocal tune would. The one 
exception to the instrumental 
approach is the album's centerpiece, a 
haunting version of the traditional 
murder ballad “Poor Ellen Smith,” fea- 
turing Rosenberg harmonizing with 
Mary Lucey’s mournful vocal. 

After that, “Big Arm, Montana” 
kicks off the second half of the album 
as though Rosenberg is sending a 
bunch of cowboys off on a cattle drive 
all the way to Abilene and, save for 
the slow slide of “Terrapenne,” the last 
few songs continue in this energetic 
direction. Hell, just sitting here listen- 
ing to the disc makes me want to get 
right back out there on the road 


recordsa&cds 


a lazarus taxon (3cd+dyd) 


tortois 


top 10 sellers 


01. not saying/just saying shout out out out out 
02, avatar comets on fire 
03. retum to cookie mountain tv on the radio 
04. the avalanche sufjan stevens 
05. pink boris 


JURASSIC 5 
FEEDBACK | 
INTERSCOPE 


JOEL KELLY / joel @vueweekly.com 
Mathematics and hip hop 
usually go together like 
water and oil, but consider 

THSISOK the following equation: 
smart, funny lyrics + great beats =a 
great rap album. Throw in the cosine 
of some old school keepin’ it real and 
you have a pretty good description of 

Jurassic 5's seminal first two albums. 

However, on their latest release, 

Feedback, Jurassic 5 has fiddled with 

that seemingly simple formula. With 

the loss of Cut Chemist, an integral 
member of the group, J5 subtracts 
most of the freshness in said great 

beats and multiplies that by a 

mediocre collaboration with Dave 

Matthews to come up a record that is 

quite often exponentially derivative. 

Nonetheless, Jurassic 5 are some of 

the smartest lyricists in hip-hop, and 
their originality finds resonance with 
a few thumping rhythms on the latter 
half of the record. While it’s frustrat- 
ing to listen to what feels like filler on 
the rest of the album, Feedback is still 
better than most of what's out there, 
and you don’t need a mathematics 
degree to figure that out. 


GOLDEN SMOG 
ANOTHER FINE DAY 
LOST HIGHWAY 


JOEL KELLY / joel @vueweekly.com 
Here’s a familiar theme you 
may or may not have experi- 
enced: a bunch of buddies, 
THSIS OK fuelled by a desire to make 
loud noises and drink beer together, 
decide to start a band. For the typical 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


let me go, let me go, 


let me go 


a million microphones 


supersysiem 


06. happy new year onelda 
07. the warning hot chip 
08. the looks mstrkrft 

09. the eraser thom yorke 
10. s/t ladyhawk 


get here quick on bus # 3, 5, or 135 west fram downtown or the #7 north from the southside 


band, this is as far as it 80€S, with 
Maybe one or two shows at a local bar 
attended mostly by significant others 

For Jeff Tweedy of Wilco, Gar 
Louris of the Jayhawks and notab| 
members of other big-name band 
who make up Golden Smog, their fun 
cover band instead tured into some 
thing a little more concrete. 

At its, ahem, finest, Another Fin, 
Day combines the best elements of i 
component parts, sounding like 4 
mixture of Wilco and Spoon. At jt 
um, not finest, it sounds peaVativ, 
and cynical as different band mem 
bers try to pull Golden Smog’s identity 
in different directions. However, at 3 
swollen 63 minutes and 15 sc ng 
there is a quality album here, if you'r 
willing to sift through the shite first 

It's pretty hard to fault a gimmick, 
side project for producing a recor 
that sounds like a gimmicky side proj 
ect, but if you're willing to forgo your 
expectations of another Yankee Hote! 
Foxtrot you'll be pleasantly surprised 


SUPERSYSTEM 
| Hi MICROPHONES 


JARED MAJESKI / jared@vueweekly.com 
When you're listening to an 
album, and all you can think 
about is how much the band 
THIS IS Ok sounds like someone else 
does that mean that the album you're 
listening to sucks? In the case of Super 
system’s latest release A Million Micro 
phones ... well, I'm still undecided 

Supersystem, a four-piece NY/DC 
outfit that formed out of the ashes of 
indie group El Guapo, sounds like an 
electronic version of Cake. Vocalist 
Pete Cafarella sings and speaks with 
the same non sequitur flair as Cake 
frontman John McCrea, and both 
groups have lyrics rife with irony and 
witty observation. With “The Pinnacle 
of Experience,” Cafarella and Super 
system take jabs and hooks at teenage 
drug use (Give the drugs to the kids 
All the kids do the drugs”) 

Lyrically, A Million Microphones is 
more than solid—it’s near-poetic. Musi- 
cally, however, | found the album rather 
choppy and difficult to groove to 
Supersystem does run the gamut on 
this disc, stretching their sound from 
purely electronic (Not the Concept") t« 
a more indie feel (“White Light / White 
Light’). But the band’s conceptual and 
experimental side prevents A Million 
Microphones from being more dancable 


EASY STAR ALL-STARS 
RADIODREAD 
ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
& Radiohead are, undeniably. 


a hell of a rock band, maybe 
even the best—if not, at the 
THIS SUCKS very least, the most prolif- 
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of their era. So 1 can understand 
shy there seems to be a new Radio- 
sad cover album coming out every 
ther week or so lately. Their songs 
complex but catchy, lending 
mselves fairly easily to disparate 
d inventive interpretations, and 
heir catalogue is expansive and 
jverse enough to afford participating 
wists the ability to pick a track well 
sited to their particular style. Should 
e a recipe for sure-fire awesome- 
ess, right? 

Well, no, not really, as it turns out. 
jost Radiohead covers are bland and 
nediocre at best and painful at worst, 
nd the dub and reggae reworkings of 
= music of Thom Yorke and compa- 
ny featured on Radiodread are, sadly, 
1o exception. From a limp and unin- 
nired “Exit Music (For a Film)” to an 
snintentionally hilarious ska version 
“paranoid Android,” complete with 
Jiding trombones making an embar- 
assing mess out the original's signa- 
lure spy-movie-theme-on-acid guitar 
iff, Radiodread succinctly illustrates 
how even the best of songs can be 

tchered by lazy, paint-by-numbers 


JANCOIS ZOLAN / francois@vueweekly.com 

A confession: | don’t mind 
® Justin Timberlake. Sure, 

he's a bland, lily-white, 
THIS SUCKS p,Jay-it-safe pop princess of 
the first order, but some of his stuff is 
actually not all that bad, as much as 
pains me to admit it. It’s main- 
Stream, commercial, un-ironic pop, 
of course, but it has a surprising, 
Imost Michael Jackson-esque pop 
edge to it—quite the feat for a guy 
whose previous claim to fame was 
being neither the fat guy nor the gay 
guy in a B-list boy band. 
| always kind of assumed that this 
disconcerting un-suckiness couldn't 


ex N'SYNC-er, and therefore must have 
been the product of JT collaborator and 
€x N.E.R.D. and Neptune Pharreil 
Williams. As such, I was quietly excited 
‘to get my grubby little hands on a copy 
of In My Mind, Williams's first release 
‘as a solo artist, giddily expecting all the 
k and pop smarts that made a half- 
dozen or so of the cuts on Justified so 
annoyingly likable without any of the 
Tequisite pop-star bullshit. 
And ... | was wrong. Man, was | 
Wrong. Instead of a tight, lean, all- 
killer-no-filler pop album, Williams 
delivers a disc full of all of the boast- 
ful self-indulgence and empty postur- 
ing of the worst of contemporary 
Paint-by-numbers pop. Worst of all, 
apparently | have seriously underesti- 
mated Justin Timberlake, and, fuck, 
this album deserves a big fat “sucks” 
just for making me admit that in print. 


have possibly come from the smirking _ 


Jesse Gander discusses Cyndi 
Lauper’s She's So Unusual 


DISTANT REPLAY 


ao 

[- 

F > | STEVEN SANDOR 

CX | distantreplay@vueweekly.com 


Jesse Gander is somewhat of a stal- 
wart on Vancouver's music scene. He's 
a renowned producer who has worked 
with dozens of bands and has been in 
a few musical acts of note himself, 
including math-rocker Bullard Rice. 

These days, he is touring Canada 
with Ghost House, supporting their 
brand-new album, Departures. As 
Gander has the luxury of having more 
studio time than any indie act could 
ever dream of, the album is far more 
complex and layered than you'd think 
an indie-pop effort should be. It's 
fueled by Gander's electric piano, but 
time and dynamic changes keep the 
listener guessing. Whether it's experi- 
mental music tinged with pop or pop 
music transformed, it’s definitely not 
your average listen. 

But Gander's pick as the album that 
most influenced his musical career 
comes right out of left field—he goes 
back all the way to his childhood and 
picks the ‘80s kitsch classic She's So 
Unusual by Cyndi Lauper. 

Lauper was a pop queen of the 
‘80s, but unlike most of today’s divas, 
she didn’t surround herself with limos, 
designer clothes and expensive jewel- 
ry. Instead, she hung out with profes- 
sional wrestlers—with Captain Lou 
Albano even getting a guest spot in 
the video for her breakthrough hit 
“Girls Just Want to Have Fun.” 

Of course, that song was one of the 


:| QUICK SPINS 


= 

ae 

x | WHITEY ano TB PLAYER 
=X | wickspins@vweweekly.com 


THETYDE 
THREES CO 

AOUGH TRADE 
Loosey-goosey pop 


No new ground here; just nice walks 
Down old, well-worn paths 


SLAYER 

CHRIST ILLUSION 
AMERICAN 

Same old metal course 


War, religion, hate: all suck 
Steady as she goes! 


TEARS FOR FEARS 

SECRET WORLD 

xi BIS 

Live, lukewarm versions 

Of all the band's greatest hits 
With half-hearted cheers 


HELLOGOODBYE 

ZOMBIES! ALIENS! VAMPIRES! 
DINOSAURS! 

DRIVETHRU 

There's potential here, 


But it's mired in cheese and 
Overproduction 


biggest of the decade, so much so that 
it overshadowed a slew of other hits 
from that album, including “She Bop” 
and “All Through the Night.” 
For Gander, he was pulled to the 
album after hearing “Girls Just Want 
to Have Fun” on his parents’ car 
stereo. He was in Grade 2 at the time. 
“| remember telling my mom that | 
liked that song, and it was the first 
conscious choice | had ever made 
about liking music,” he says. “It was 
my music, something that | had 
picked out.” 
He was so enthusiastic about what 
he had just heard on the radio, that his 
mother offered to buy him the album 
{it being the ‘80s, it was on cassette, 
of course). 
"| got a ghetto blaster and the cas- 
sette,” he laughs. “| played it eight 
times in a row as soon as | got it.” 
"That cassette is still out with me 

on tour,” Gander continues. “It's a 
black cassette, as all the writing has 
been worn out from the friction of my 
thumb pulling the cassette in and out 
of the player." wv 


STRAPPING YOUNG LAD 
THE NEW BLACK 
CENTURY MEDIA 


Serious or not, 
These guys still manage to scare 
The shit out of me 


ADAM GREEN 

JACKET FULL OF DANGER 
AOUGH TRADE 

A shameful, sad joke! 

Are you too coo! and aloof 
To try anymore? 


MATTHEW FRIEDBERGER 
WINTER WOMEN / HOLY GHOST 
LANGUAGE SCHOOL 

869 RECORDINGS 

Total ear pleaser 

Choppy synth pop kookery 

With “gasp” melody! 


NO MEAN NO 

ALL ROADS LEAD TO AUSFAHRT 
ANTACIDAUOIO 

Older Gentlemen 

Still playing circles around 

The competition 


YEAR OF THE DOG... AGAIN 
SONY/EMG 


Nothing new here boss: 
Skits, thuagish posturing and 
1 million N-bombs 


BOTTI 


WWW.CHRISBOTI.COM = | 


MONDAY 
OCTOBER 2 


RSS 


Tickets at the Winspear Centre Box Office, 
Charge by Phone 780-428-1414 


or online www.winspearcentre.com 


WINSPEAR 
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wonton's HOTTEST Outdoor Festival! 


Oo 
ON LD) 
100g 


Balino Bands, Dancing 
Bias aud tood Vendors, Beer 
Cacdens and much more! 


August (9 & 26 
“amto) pm 


Free Admission at 
Sir Winston Churchill Square 
100 St. & 102 Ave. 


' Fag Cte Gag 


Saturday, August 19 at 8pm 


Winspear Centre 
““ Tickets Available at Winspear 
Box Office * 428-1414 
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2006-2007 Season 2 
Classical Music Sarhpler 


The Edmonton Chamber Music Society presents 


Nai-Yuan Hu, violin, & ee 


Jacques Després, piano 


Only Saturday, September 30, 2006, 8pm 
$80 for Convocation Hall, University of Alberta 
Seven 

Superior Sundsys at 3 Organ Recitals presents 
Comcerh Haig Mardirosian: 


Shades of Romanticism 


Sunday, October 15, 2006, 3pm 
Prancis Winspear Centre for Music 


i 


Mill Creek Colliery Band presents 
Eine Kleine eae 
Brass Musik ee 
Sunday, November 5, 2006, 3pm 

MacDougall United Church 


The Alberta Baroque Ensemble presents _ 
Music for a ; 
Festive Season eit 


Sunday, December 3, 2006, 7:30pm “3 
Robertson-Wesley United Church 


The Edmonton Classical Guitar Society presents 
Jerome Ducharme 


Friday, January 12, 2007, 8pm 
Muttart Hall, Alberta College 


"Music at Convocation Hall" presents 
"As You Like It" 

February/March AL ; 
Convocation Hall, University of Alberta SMrARTMERY 


Pro Coro Canads presents 
Good Friday 
at the Winspear 


Friday, April 6, 2007, 7:30pm 
Francis Winspear Centre for Music 


Pro Coro Canadu 


tne Cnosx 


Samplers only available through 
TIX on the Square 420-1757 
toll free 1-877-888-1757 


WUEVWEEKLY {it® www.tixonthesquare.ca 


‘The horror... the horror! 


TYSON KABAN / tyson@vueweokly.com 
heir name immediately con- 
jures up visions of those classic 
films, the ones that are filled 
with campy dialogue, outrageous 
crime and corny carnage; films that 
are so bad, they're good. 

And much like the cinematic genre 
that shares their name, local rockers 
The B-Movies aren't really interested 
with playing in the mainstream. 
Whether their music is considered 
good, bad, or even so bad it’s good, 
the only thing they’re really con- 
cerned about is having some cheeky 
fun while playing it. 

“We have a lot of fun doing what 
we do. Everything’s a bit tongue-in- 
cheek. We like to take the piss out of 
stuff, and we totally play up the 
campiness of B-movies in our stuff, 
both lyrically and musically,” says 
Quinn Clark, the band’s lead vocalist 
and rhythm guitarist. 

“For instance, we play some rock- 
ish hillbilly numbers that are about 
drinking and going to prison, and a 
couple of songs about werewolves 
and stuff like that. Obviously we don’t 
know anything about going to prison, 
but we have fun singing about it.” 


LIKE THE WORK OF B-movie masters 
like Russ Meyer and John Waters, the 
band’s music is probably an acquired 
taste. A mash of rock, punk, and the 


SAT, AUG-181(0 PM) 


THE B-MOVIES 
WITH AAYGUN COMBOS, SUH 
THESKAM 


THE STUDIO, $8 (ALL AGES) 


bu 
—) 
co 
Cc 
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But according to Quinn, ever ing 
the band first came on the scen, 
few years back, the B-Movies hay, 
managed to attract a rather diy). 5 
fanbase. Preferring to play aj|-, ; 
shows, Quinn Says you'll find 4 Jaro, 
contingent of the underage at a; 
the band’s live gigs, as well i 
folks who, for some reason or an 
€r, seem to really enjoy the m, 
made by the B-Movies 

“It really surprises me that we } 
been appealing to a large group g 
people. We get a reaction from ki 
much as we do from older pec 
Like we've had grandparents 3; 
shows, come up and tell us that tha 
like our music,” he says 

“I think it might be because , 
have a few weepy ballads miye, if 
with the psycho punk-rock stufi 
continues. “So whoever comes to o 
shows, you can either just sit th. 
and enjoy your whiskey sour, o1 hop 
right in the pit.” w 


REVUE / FRI, AUG 11 / SILVER MT ZION / SIDETRACK CAFE The three gals and lou 


gents of Thee Silver Mt Zion Memorial Orchestra & Tra-La-La Band squeezed onto the 


small-ish Sidetrack stage last Friday for a well-attended but intimate performance ” t 
post-rock sound, framed by siren-like vocals, a half-dozen or so Stringed instruments an° & 


the occasional drum set, satiated the sweaty hipster fans that packed in front of iy 
Stage either standing in awe or singing along. These salivating enthusiasts were ee 
disappointed by what was undeniably an impressive show of talent in the dimly-lit Side 
track Café. —NEAL WILDING / neal@vueweekly.com 
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tion Society by 
Beginner Tue 


ORT GROUP (496-5930) 
fo 0 ire experiencing chaos as 
result be and who feel isolated © 


948) Free | |hike, approx. 9 km at 
cone Wiese Centre; Aug. 20 (9am); 
et by the MacDonald's at Capilano Mall, 55 
101 Ave © (435-1197) Free guided hike, 
prox, 12 km at Whitemud Adventure Trail; 
iq. 27 (9am); meet by SE comer of Southgate 
411 St, Whitemud Drive 


EN IN BLACK In front of the Old 
frathcona Farmers’ Market © Silent vigil 
very 1st and 3rd Sat ea month, stand in 
jlence for a world without violence (10-11am) 


Faculty of Education, U of A Campus 
sexual, gender differences in education 
culture focus group * Contact Dr. Andre 

fave (andre. grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


EXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP 


A} 
38) 


10242-106 St (423- 
‘with pool tables, restau- 
ers only 


UDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488- 
)) © Open daily 9-3, Fri 8-3 * Mon: 
strip contest (12:30); DJ Alvaro, 
ey Love * Tue: Free pool, Malebox, DJ 
mowchaser * Wed: Gurlz Gone Wild Midnite: 
ith DJ Eddy Toonflash, Mia Fellow, Ashley 
Yohko Oh-no, guests © Thu: Wet Undies 
(12:30): with DJ Squiggles, Yohko Oh- 
Fri: DU Alvaro dance party, male strippers 
Theme parties, leather/fetish dungeon, 
ie pool, pool tournament, DU Arrowchaser * 
N: Stardust Lounge with Mz Bianca and Mz 
anity Fair (11pm), DJ Eddy Toonflash 


N UNDER MENS | HOUSE 12224 
Ave (482-7960) © Open 24/7 © 
/gayedmonton.com 
ON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSO- 
www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly 
ae eS and share con- 


re 


00, 11456 Jasper Ave (4 42) or con- 

Shivedmonton.cam * Programs and sup- 

‘Port services for people affected and infected 

‘by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. 

Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm 

‘eduction, education, advocacy and public 
afeness campaigns 


SIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based 
ization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans- 
[ sty oe fae ei ceuste 
; ic, straight allies and support 
Staff * 3rd Thu ea month (fall/winter fest 


Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualber 
ta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 st, 
www.edmlivingpositive.ca (1-877-975- 
9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential peer 
Support to people living with HIV * Every Tue 
(7-Spm): Support group * Daily drop-in, peer 
counselling 

MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté 
St. Jean, 8405 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 
3-18 (490-7332) © Program for HIV-AIDS pre- 
vention, treatment and harm reduction in 
French, English and other African languages © 
Every 3rd and 4th Sat (9am-Spm) © Free (mem- 
ber)/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 
WWwW.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm 
Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged to participate. 
Socializing after practices * Every Tue and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 
Ave (488-3234) ¢ Open 10am-10pm * Open 
10am-10pm * Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: 
fast Sun ea month (1-8pm, TV room) * Trans 
Education/Support Group: Support and educa- 
tion for transsexual, transgendered, inter- 
sexed, two-spirited and questioning individu- 
als; 1st, 3rd, last Sun ea month (2-4pm) with 
Cody * Sunday Night Men's Discussion 
Group: Mens social and discussion group; 
every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at 
tobwells780@hotmail.com * Friends and 
Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun ea month (2-4pm) 
with Noelle, friendsandfamilyplaygroup- 
owner@yahoogroups.ca * Monday Movie 
Night: Movie nights with themed movies and 
discussion afterwards; every Mon # 
Community Potluck Dinner: 2nd Mon ea month 
(7pm) © Bisexual Discussion Group: Mixed 
social and discussion group drop-in; 1st, 3rd 
Tue ea month (7pm) Am A, with Vanessa edm- 
bigroup@yahoogroups.com * TTI0 Alliance: 
Support meeting for transgender, transsexual, 
intersex and questioning 2nd Tue ea month; 
ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 * GLBT 
Seniors Drop-In: Every Wed (10:30am-3:30pm) 
with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 ¢ HIV Outreach: 
Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm) * In 
Together Out Together Get Together: A wel- 
coming group for GLBT members in their 20s, 
30s and 40s, 1st and 3rd Fri ea month, hosted 
by Robert Blatchford * Youth Understanding 
Youth: Youth support and social group; every 
Sat (7-9pm); yuy@shaw.ca; 
www.members.shaw.ca/yuy © NDP LGBT 
Caucus: last Sun ea month with Jay, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back 
entrance (990-0038) * Lesbian and gay 
bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open 
Thu Sun Spm-3am; Fri Sat 8pm-4am * Thu: 
Gorgeous featuring hiastess Dr. Lexxxi Tronic. 
Featuring Drag Kings and Queens, burlesque 
and rotating game shows. Bands upstairs 
monthly © Fri: All Request Dance Party every 
Friday with DJ Jazzy * Sat: Always like New 
Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) downstairs and 
DJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs * Sun: A fabu- 
lous Drag show every Sunday featuring host- 
ess Connie Lingua. Rotating guests, live 
singers and drag Queens, with contests. $2 
cover; free pool all night long © Weekends: 
$4 (members)/$6 (non-member)/Sun $2 cover - 
STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) 
© Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 

WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * 
Open Daily (noon) * Sat-Wed: With Annie and 
Tizzy (7-12pm) © Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool tourna- 
ments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


DELCLAYNA EARTH FESTIVAL Private 
Organic Farm, Skm SSE of Athabasca (924- 
8848) © Alberta's organic, all-genre music fes- 
tival featuring all types of music, family enter- 
tainment, a market and much more * Aug. 17- 
20° $40 (3-day adv)/$95 (3-day gate) 


DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL Government 
House Park ® Six dragon boats race to the 
finish line * Aug. 18-20 


EXPO LATINO Sir Winston Churchill Sq © 
Featuring the best in live Latin music and dance, 
an interactive art and food market and a beer 
garden * Aug. 19-20(11am-7pm) ° Free 


THE FUEGO LATINO GALA Winspear Centre, 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq (428-1414) © 
Featuring Latin music and dance including 
Ache Brasil, Oscar Lopez, Tango de Oro, the 
Vivancos7 Ballet Flamenco, and many others * 
Aug. 19.(7:30pm) * Tickets available at the 


) Winspear'box office 


FURRY FRIENDS RESCUE RUN Broadmoor 
Lake Park, Sherwood Park (447-3336) # 
Fundraiser for the rescue and educational pro- 
grams of the Alberta Ferret Society *Aug. 20 
(12-4pm) 

HISTORICAL BUS TOURS Buses leave from 
the north side of City Hall, bus stop 1123 « 
The first tour of the day will be to the 
Highlands area and second tour of the day will 
be to the Glenora area * Until Aug. 17 (Tue, 
Thu at 1:30pm and 7pm; and Sat at 10:30am 
and 2pm) * $5 at TIX on the Square 


KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-23 Ave (451-2244) © Every 
Thu and Sat (9pm); James, Mr. Entertainment 
* Every Sun (7pm): James, Mr. Entertainment 
CASTLEDOWN'S P UB 16753-100 St » 
Every Tue (9pm-1am): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425- 
4298) ¢ Every Sun (8pm-12}: with Jeannie and 
Bruce 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Kilbourne 
Rd © Every Tue (Spm): with Sonia, Prosound 
Productions 

CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns 
Rd (472-7696) ® Every Thu 

PUB 9605-66 Ave ® Every Mon (Spm): 
with Sonia, Prosound Productions 

FRANCO'S PUB 139th and Victoria Trail « 
Every Thu-Sat (9pm-2am): with Jeannie and 
Bruce 

GAS PUMP 1166-114 St (488-4841) * Every 
Tue-Wed (9:30pm): Gord's Best Live Singing 
Show 

HAWKEYE'S TOD 10044-102 St (421-9898) « 
Every Fri (8pm-midnight): with Deb Thulin, Hot 
Karaoke Productions 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 15 Ave, 105 St (461- 
0587) © Every Fri-Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best 
Live Singing Show 

UONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 
Gateway Blvd (431-5815) © Every Sun (8pm): 
With Evolution Entertainment 


MAZADAR (0725-104 Ave (429-4940) » 
Fridays karaoke (Spm-late): with Chris 


MOJO'S Best Western Hotel, Fort 
Saskatchewan © Every Fri (9:30pm): with 
Sonia/Prosound Productions 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6708-90 Ave (490-1993) « 
Every Thu Karaoke 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469- 
9165) © Every Thu (Spm-tam) 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) 
© Karaoke Mondays: Every Mon (Spm); 
Hosted by Mr. Entertainments’ Scott Parsons * 
Salsa and the City Thursdays: Latin music and 
Salsa lessons; every Thu (9pm) 


ORLANDO'S 1 © Every Wed (9pm-1am), with 
Off-Key Entertainment 


ORLANDO'S 3 6104-104 St © Every Mon 
(9pm-1am): with Off-Key Entertainment 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall (W), 135 St, 113 
Ave (451-8022) ¢ Every Thu (9:30pm-1:30am) 
with Gord from Stonerock Productions 


RATT 2-900 Students’ Union Bldg, 8900 114 
St, U of ACampus ® Hey. What Are These 
Tunes Called?: Name That Tune every Tue with 
Colin Krieger ® Karaoke, baby: every Wed 
(Spm): with Colin and Darrell 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) « 
Longest running Karaoke bar, 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 
10604-101 St (423-3499); every Mon-Sat 
(Spm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth * Highstreet, 
10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) * Old 
Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); every 
Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; 
every Thu-Sat (Spm-1am): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 

SANTANNAS 182 Stony Plain Rd Every Wea: 
(8pm-12): with Jeannie and Bruce 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) © 
Every Tue, Fri-Sat (7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1- 
5pm) 

YESTERDAY'S St. Albert Every Thu 
(9:30pm-2am): with Off-Key Entertainment 
ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE 10525-51 Ave (432- 
853/436-5047) * Karaoke Nights: Every Fri 
(10pm-2am) 


EVENTS 


Going to the Starlite, gonnd 
see me a lot of Peaches 


&| TOTALLY GAY 


= | LUKE FOSTER 
| totallygay@vweweekly.com 


We all know that Peaches is dirty, sexu- 
al, obscene, confrontational. political and 
perverse. Her songs are as infectious as 
any venereal disease anc her agenda is 
explicit: fuck whoever you want, howev- 
er you want, whenever you want. It 
might not be pretty, but she’s not either 

And that is precisely the appeal of 
Peaches. There's nothing that could be 
considered conventionally attractive about 
her, She's a nearly 40-year-old woman 
with hair under her arms and an ever 
present cameltoe who sings songs about 
penetration and shaking your tits and/or 
dicks. Yet there's something strangely 
arousing about her and what she does 
you might feel it in your head or in your 
pants, but every time you're exposed to 
Peaches, you know that it's exciting 

Which is probably why her Aug 13 
show at the Starlite Room was sold out 
A crowd of lesbians, gay boys, straight 
girls and their straight boyfriends were 
in attendance, all ready to be schooled 
hy the headmistress of electra-clash 

Before the lesson began, Stinkmitt, a 
female duo from Toronto who specialize 
in raunchy raps and club tracks, warmed 
up the audience. Their songs were sur- 
prisingly catchy and totally danceable, 
and listening ta them free-style about 
menstrual flow was the perfect primer 
for what was to come. After they left the 
stage, we were left limp waiting for 
Peaches. But once the Peaches and Herb 
classic “Reunited” came on the loud- 
speakers, we knew she was only a soft- 
rock ballad away. 


WITH HER FACE COVERED ina sequined 
hood, Peaches began her set solo, per- 
forming the slo-jam “Tent In Your Pants” 
while perched atop the balcony above 
the venue's stage. Once the hood came 
off, her backing band busted out onto 
the stage and laid into “Fuck Or Kill.” 
Peaches climbed off of the balcony, 
landing directly behind ex-Hole drummer 
Samantha Maloney, who was slamming 
away the beats. In a hot-pink spandex 
outfit, a bedazzled Peaches defied not 
only the laws of gravity but also those of 
proper performance by scaling the wall 
to the left of the stage. She made her 
way across the wall, holding onto the 
pipes for dear life, then did a wide loop 
of the joint. She stomped her way across 


the bars and made her way back to the 
front by being carried by the fans who 
wanted nothing more than to grab a 
piece of her semi-exposed ass 

Once safely back onstage, the real 
spectacle began. Whether she was 
mounting a bicycle, changing in and out 
of her skimpy costumes, officiating an 
Olympic-style award ceremony, or thrust- 
ing her mic into places where mics dott 
belong, Peaches proved to be a consum- 
mate showman. The most entertaining 
bit was the giant inflatable penis that 
appeared onstage halfway through her 
set. Unfortunately, two songs later, the 
penis collapsed and was not responding 
to guitarist Radio Sloan's severa! 
attempts at EPR. “Is there a penis doctor 
in the house?” Peaches yelled, standing 
over the poor, flaccid pen 
taken away on a stretcher 

But her antics didn’t take anything 
away from the musical portion of the 
evening. This was her first tour backed 
by a full band and her songs were louder 
and so much more intense than anything 
you've ever listened to on her record 
The extra electric guitar, the keys cour- 
tesy of Le Tigre’s JD Samson and the live 
drums, all in addition to Peaches’ own 
pre-recorded synthesized elements, 
added so much more to her sound. It 
was a concert to see and to hear 

The majority of her set was devoted 
to material from her new record, 
Impeach My Bush. A kicking rendition of 
“Two Guys (For Every Girl},” Peaches’s 
take on threesomes, got the crowd 
singing along. But it was old standbys 
like “Fuck The Pain Away” and “Oper- 
ate” which received the most response 

By the end of her show, it was clear 
that Peaches is one seriously hardce® 
cock-rocker—in every meaning of the 
word. Wet and spent, Peaches left the 
stage in only her underwear and higher- 
than-thigh-high boots. But the entire 
crowd was wet and spent. And com- 
pletely satisfied with the ultimate dis 
play of filthy, raw rock ‘n’ roll we all had 
just witnessed 

And as | was filing out of the bar, | 
started thinking about all of the nasty 
things | sang along with, all of the 
obscene gestures | made with my fin- 
gers, and trying to count how many 
times the guy (or girl?) behind ¢ 
grabbed my ass. For me, the Peaches 
show was less a concert than it was an 
experience. | felt like | had been violat- 
ed, only the entire time | was a willing 
participant. w 
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In her song “Deeper Well,” Emmylou Har- 
fis says she’s “looking for the water from 
a deeper well.” Make that your assign- 
ment, Gemini. And if you're feeling brave, 
extend your search to an even more chal- 

 Tenging quest: what Harris refers to as 
searching for a “holier grail.” According 
‘to my reading of the omens, your biggest, 
brightest dream isn’t as big and bright as 
it could be. Raise your standards. 


ifand said to his 
| this book makes 
it. Listen to this 


‘taloud. It was about a 
freeze-dried turkey din- CANCER (JUN 21 -JUL22) : 
when his stomach literally The omens suggest that you're most like 


ts after reciting this grue- 
businessman collapsed and 
ong. | knelt down and 
sswoman called the 
‘Minutes later he was 


weeks if you treat the whole world as 
your classroom. Thank God, then, that you 
won't suffer anytime soon from sophopho- 
bia (a fear of learning) or optophobia (fear 
of opening one’s eyes). It's my duty to 
inform you, however, that you could expe- 
rience politicophobia (fear of politicians) 
or myxophobia (fear of slime). Ironically, 
that would be quite |ucky, because it’s cru- 
cial that you avoid manipulative power- 


p words will have potent 
ou in the coming days. You 
fore surround yourself not with 


juk-type curses but with good news —_brokers and mud-slinging know-it-alls who 
‘uplifting stories and people who dis- might confuse you about the educational 
articulate blessings. experiences you need to pursue. 


IS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 

on the radio tell the follow- 
4e and his wife stopped to 
. After a few minutes, they 
jced that its breathtaking beauty 
nained static; the scene wasn't evolv- 
. Upon further investigation, they reg- 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 
“Raising kids is like making pancakes,” 
muses Brian Copeland in his show Not a 
Genuine Black Man. “You always mess 
up the first one.” A similar idea might 
apply to a certain multi-pronged project 
you've been working on, Leo. !'m not say- 
id the embarrassing fact that they —_ ing you should abandon or throw away 
actually been admiring an image ona —_—-your initial effort. On the contrary, like 
board. Make sure a similar event” “rookie parents whose inexperience has 
n't happen to you, Taurus. Avoid get- slightly tweaked their first-born, you 
g hooked on substitutes, stand-ins or should be thorough in trying to undo your 
lacrums. Insist on the real thing. mistakes. But | also suggest that you 
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HAASE PONE 42-1808 hae 
IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


HELP WANTED 


“Ful time receptionist wanted. Applyinptsonocl 
for more details. 
40536-124 Street, phone 496-9977. 


¥ 
( 


8 REPLACEMENT 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


VUE CLASSIFIEDS 
PH: 426-1996 


e Start Immediately 
e Full Time 
e Paid by hour 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed {right Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


WANTED: GRAPHIC DESIGN/PRODUCTION person for 
and promotions 
ok publisher based in 


Edmonton. Contact. 
ktdavis@lonepinepublishing.com 


a mari 
division of an international 


Original Joo's unt & Bar 
Now Hiring all positions 
Competitive wages, tips & benefits. 
in person at either location 
1 (02 Ave or 2323 Rabbit Hill Rd. 


CALL 702-5519 


immediately get started on the next cre- 
ation in the series, being sure you've 
learned all you can from the conse- 
quences of your earlier ignorance. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 
~ Myold philosophy professor Norman 0 
Brown would periodically interrupt his 
lectures, tilt his head upward as if tuning 
into the whisper of some heavenly voice, 
and announce in a mischievous tone, “It's 
_ time for your irregular reminder: we're 

already living after the end of the world. 
_ No need to fret anymore.” The implica- 


to be happy and healthy in the it tion was that the worst had already hap- 


pened. We had already lost most of the 
cultural riches that had given humans 
Meaning for centuries. All that was going 
to be taken from us had already been 
taken. On the bright side, that meant we 
were utterly free to reinvent ourselves. 
Use these ideas as seeds for your medita- 
tions, Virgo. You can apply them to both 
-your personal life and the world at large. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

Novelist Jeanette Winterson told a TV 
interviewer about her mother's strongest 
belief: “You can be happy, or else you can 
be like normal people.” This idea applies 
to you right now, Libre—maybe more than 
you realize. From what | can tell, you're at 
a crossroads in your relationship with hap- 
piness. You could go either way, and it’s 
mostly up to you: Will you tame your 
urges for wild joy, repress your instincts to 
follow your lyrically crazy heart, and sur- 
render to the dull insanity of the madden- 
ing crowd? Or would you prefer the 
scarier, more eccentric and action-packed 
route that will constantly push you to 
enlarge your capacity to feel good? 


SCORPIO (OCT 23-NOV 21) 

Sculptor Luis Jimenez was renowned for 
making large pieces with political themes 
that incited controversy. In “The Barfly,” 
created during the Vietnam War, he 
depicted the Statue of Liberty as a drunk- 
en floozy. “Vaquero” shows a Mexican 
cowboy riding a bucking stallion and wav- 
ing a gun. It not only satirizes the preten- 
tious statues of military leaders on horses 
that are often found in parks; it’s also a 
reminder that the original cowboys of the 
American West were Mexicans. “It's not 
my job to censor myself,” Jimenez said 
“An artist's job is to constantly test the 
boundaries.” Whether or not you're an 
artist yourself, Scorpio, your next assign- 
ment is aligned with Jimenez’s approach 
don't censor yourself as you test the 
boundaries. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

There are now as many people working at 
Wal-Mart stores as there are high-school 
teachers. Can anything be done to change 
this depressing state of affairs? Well, it 
so happens that the time is ripe for you 
Sagittarians to cultivate your skill at shar- 
ing what you know. It's also an excellent 
phase to cultivate your ability to inspire 
and energize your fellow humans. So if 
just one per cent of you use this pregnant 
moment as a springboard to launch 
careers as high-school educators, Wal- 
Mart employees would no longer outnum- 
ber you and your heroic colleagues 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 
Philosopher Robert Anton Wilson said that 
“the universe acts like a chess game in 
which the player on the other side remains 
invisible to us. By analyzing the moves, we 


can form an image of the intellect behind 
them.” The coming weeks will be an excel- 
lent time for you to gain insights into that 
other chess player, Capricorn. You will 
have an extraordinary capacity for setting 
aside your own subjective mind-chatter 
and seeing the objective truth. You'll also 
be more skilled than usual at underseind- 
ing what's going on in the shadows and 
darkness. The hidden world is whispering 
secrets in codes you can crack. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

{t's time for you to fall in love, Aquarius— 
though not necessarily with a person. You 
could swoon with infatuation for a place 
where your heart feels free, for exeinple. 
You could dive into new music that liber- 
ates you from your past, or give yougself 
with abandon to a fascinating task that 
brings out the best in you. You might lose 
your heart to a mind-expanding mentor, a 
mysterious animal, or a thrilling fight for 
justice. It really doesn’t matter exactly 
how or what you fall in love with, Aquar- 
ius, as long as it incites you to break open 
the doors of perception. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

Last week's symbol was a boot kicking 
with futility at a closed door that was 
locked in response to your kicking; it 
bespoke a frustrated strength that pro- 
voked even greater resistance. This 
week's symbol will be dramatically amter- 
ent: bare feet climbing a rope ladder to a 
dance floor on a roof where a telescope 
is trained on the planet Jupiter. In this 
new phase, there will still be obstacles 
for you to overcome. But the emphasis 
will be on craft and agility rather than 
force and instinct. w 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs quaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info peck 
1-888-270-2941 
— SL eee eee 
VUE CLASSIFIEDS 
PH: 426-1996 


Help Wanted 


‘Are you a music fan looking for part-time 
work? 
Come join our team! 
Please drop a resume off in person 
Tuesday through Sunday after 8p.m., 
and Thursdays from 12p.m. on, at: 
10030-102 St 
Or call 428-1099 for more info 
Hiring all positions 


The Starlite Room and 
Velvet Underground 


THREE LIN 
FOR $12.50 


CLASSIFIEDS 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION — 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction; focus on individual! Professional 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
. instruction since 1981 


| | 
(PHONE DISCONNECTED? 
i FANTASTIC RATES \| 
GUARANTEED APPROVAL \ 
WITCH TO EASY RECONNECT. GET RECOWNECTED 


|1-877-446-5877)| 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 


Affordable picture frame of 
$126 Gateway OY a 


SERVICES 


SLOW COMPUTER? On-site computer repair s 

at $40. Training, set-up and network he! 

Virus, spy-ware and ad-ware cleanup. Give us 2 cal! 
953-4985 www.wiiley.ca 


DRINK COFFEE, TALK ON THE PHONE, 


MAKE MONEY! 


Looking for the = job 


STUDIOS FOR RENT 


Artist Studios & Storage Space for rent 
Great Downtown on at the Great 
Bldg, 1017-104 St. Call Mike 


Teach English Overseas 


TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 


Job Overseas Guaranteed! 


FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ aga, 
7712 104 St 
(Calgary Tred Southbound Across torn Save-on-Foods) 


4-888-270-2941 (o> SFPPE 
loot iese) 


globaltesol.com — 
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FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


excellent condition, 

2 bedroom bungalow. Hardwood 
floors, large living room, 
bedroom and bath in basement. 
Steel fence. $132,500. 


486-0963, 454-8185 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 
‘® FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more thang20 words are subject to regular price 
or crue! editing>Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m. 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication: 
Placement will depend upon available space. 


WANTED: mate (18-24) actor for short film 
Call 423-4914. 


Music photographer seeking solo artists to build port- 
folio on a time for prints basis. www.davenoel.com 


by Now Canadians, 3 contest to feature and 
‘ourage writing by newcomers. Submission dead- 
line: Sept 30, 2006. The contest is open to adult 
immigrant men/women, residents of Edmonton. e- 
mail: leocamposa@aol.com, ph 474-6058. 


Planet Ze Design Centre secks models, actors, 
singers, dancers, visual artists, performing artists and 
other talents in regards to fashion week. Call 428- 
3499 for info. 


ART XPRESSED! Weeklong art camps for creative 


PCH AUDIO V 
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-Classes start soon 
«Student Loans 
- HRSDC 


Vancouver, BC 


kids at Harcourt House. For more info call: 
426-4180 or see http://harcourthouse.ab.ca 


Justice end Fair Trade in St. Albert Call for Fair 
pethidine 


Call for Alberts Artists for the Open Art 


Sey eye | , Deadline: 
‘Aug. 28, Ph 962-0664 or e-mail tp alledheeosha win or 
visit www.members shaw.ca/alliedac. 


Sede LCi Rd Se 


Festival is visual artists, Call 
Philip 437-5014, e-mail satoreye@shaw.ca. 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl; Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV: Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


MUSICIANS 


sets for poeta for the onal <i 
2006/2007 season. pie ), in Bm 
1-29, Fine Arts Building, U of A. For info/audition 
arrangements contact the Richard Eaton Singers 
office 428-3737 (weekdays aftemoons), e-mail: 
info@richardeatonsingers.com 
fio seeking hors, additional 
percussion, female vocalist, personallity and appear- 
ance important, leave message 473-1610. 


Electric bassist available for employment. Young, 


neat appearance, very experienced, prof. gear. All 
Styles of music. Rod 288-5345. 


Country Female singer/songwriter wanting 
country musican’s asap. www.ambrehaydey.com, 
780-914-9813 


Lead singer —— Bassist, Drummer and 
Guitarist for hard rock/heavymetal band. Crack 
Daddy Princess. Loyal and hardworking only! Contact 
Justin 1-780-352-3965 or justinic@telus.net 


Former lead singer of the Las Vegas Crypt Keepers 
for serious band to 


some covers 
and originals. Contact Paul at (780) 634-9553. 


Lead singer for guitarist, drummer, bassist 
to form hard metal band. Looking for 
hardworking, loyal bandmates to start original band. 

Wetaskiwin. 1-780-352-3965 or justinic@telus.net 


Experienced modern metal band seeks experi- 
mental bassist. Influences: Too), Deftones, old 
Incubus. Pro gear, pro attitude. Casey 221-0419. 


ze, 


ENGINEERING & PRODUGHI 


= 


ARIS) 
xe 


TOLL FREE 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


homes, 


as Lee 


Jazz/funk trio needs additional percussion, 
keys, female vocalist (appearance and per- 
sonality important), Leave message 473-0610. 


VOLUNTEER 


SEEKING musicians, literary and visual artists 
for the U of A Hospital's Artist on the Wards volun- 
teer program. Must have formal experience/training 
and be able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 consecutive 
months. For information or to book an interview, 
please call 407-8428. 


0 ity-Provincial Health Ethics 
Network. Full details about PHEN, please visit: 
www.phen.ab.ca / Fax: 447-1181. 


LATITUDE 53 is looking for volunteers for upcoming 
bingos on August 28. Contact lisa.tougas@lati- 
tude53.org or Ph 423-5353. Check 
www.latitude53.org/opportunities/volunteer.htm! 


Volunteer at Strathcona Place Senior Citizen Centre: 
Volunteer Pottery a. Ph Rita Mittelsteadt, 
7. 


Volunteer at the Hispanic Arts Society's Fuego 
Latino Gale at the Winspear, Set, Aug. 19. Info at 
Neue lepanlcare an or at the office 9704-27 Ave, 

Init 211. 


Become a friend to a NEW Canadian. Dulari at 474- 
8445 or www.eisa-edmonton.org 


Red Cross is seeking e: caring & com- 
mitted community ene lunteer 
Prevention Educators for its RespectED: Violence 

and Abuse Prevention program. Receive an inten- 

sive 10-day relationship violence prevention training 
session this fall. Trained volunteers are certified to 
deliver Relationship Violence Prevention presenta- 
tions. Contact Deanna Key (780) 423-2680, E: dean- 
na.key@redcross.ca. www.redcross.ca 


Volunteer in Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Centre Dining Room, Ph Terrie Shaw, 433-5808. 


Volunteer to Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Centre Outreach Program. Ph Jo Royal 433-5808. 


Donate Htems to the Strathcona Place 


unwented 
Senior Centre for the Falling Leaves Bazaar: Sat, Sept. 


30. No clothes or large appliances. 10831 University 
Ave (Sam-4pm) 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 
- prize must be accepted as awarded 


- 10 one may enter any contest more 
than once 


- you may win only once every 6D days 
~ Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

~ no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 


- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 


- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

- Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 
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CSSEPNTAS! FOS EE 


Sciis Nowrebisioyy Revwarch ogram at UofA 
seeks individuals suffering tom SOCAL PHOBLA 


research study. Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement. 


Brain Neurobiology Research atU of A 
seeks individuals suffering Ton FORTPARIUOA 
DEPRESSION for research study. Ph 407-3906. 
Reimbursement provided. 


Donate items to Change For Children, 

OVD player; Mini DV Camera; Photo/art frames; LCD 
Projector; digital camera; External hard-drives; office 
Supplies; photocopier & printer; lap top computer 
(minimum 512mb/1GHZ) ; VCR player; TV with DVD 
connections; book shelves and Plants. Change For 
Children, 2nd Fir, 10808-124 St, (780) 448-1505. 


Volunteers needed to teach English as as Second 
to newcomers during the summer. 
Morning or afternoons at the Edmonton Mennonite 
Centre for Newcomers. Call Marty at 423-9516. 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: eal for volun- 
__ teers aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk 
youth, drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 


osyc@telus.net 
Volunteer Yoga Instructor wanted at Strathcona 
Place Senior Ph Rita Mittelsteadt, 433-5807. 
Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 


seeks individuals suffering from severe PMS for 
research study. Ph 407-3775, 


Brain Neurobiology Research atU of A 
seeks individuals suffering from PANIC ATTACKS for 
Tesearch study. Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement provided. 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs vol- 
unteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. For 
information and upcoming training dates ph 423-4102. 


a 
CPAWS Edmonton Boreal Education: \, 


models needed to’stiate time and interests yyith ,, 
care. Evening or weekend placements, 2-3 hy..." 
Various locations. Lily @ 432-1197, ax. 3:."" 


a 
Human Rights City Edmonton: Take par |, , > 
Survey: wwwjohnhumphraycentie.oi, ©" 


Presenters needed. Contact CPAWS Ed, Tear, ste 
Cation@cpaws-edmonton.org for info 


-- eee 
Help weed and transplant for E a 
Naturalization Group. Ph 466-7ay0 0” 

cad@transcena.com for info. 


a 
Living Positive, looking for volunteers to aj)... 
programs and fundraising activities, Ph 4ge.c jn. 

m; info@edmlivingpositive.ca for inf: 


Bocome a distress line volunteer, Tiaini;, .,..- 
begin in Sept or Nov. Ph The Support \ 
6648, www.thesupportnetwork 


Assist new immigrants on bus trip to a gro 
to shop for essentials. Ph Judy 424-3545 


Literacy Tutors Needed. Assist adults 
opmental disabilities to acquire basic re 
writing skills. Support provided, 1-2hrs,/w 

locations. Lily @ 432-1137, ext. 3 


Teach classroom English to adult immigrant, 
Flexible daytime, weekdays 3-4hrs//wk. Ph Judy ao: 
3545, ext. 249. ; 


Local Food Basket Seeks Voluntee, 
Wocan Food Basket, Ph (780) 413-457 
WWwW.wecanfood.com 


The Sexual Assault Contre of Edmonto; 
unteers to take calls on their 24-hour Cr 
423-4102 for training date 


Help to broadcast news nationally for the blind - 
and print-restricted! Email edmonton@voiceprintcana- 
a.com, or call 451-8331. 


Volunteer for the Canadian Birkebeiner Society 
Email: info@canadianbirkie.com/ 


www.canadianbirkie,com / Ph; 430-7153. 
ESL Tutors urgently needed. Call PALS., 4245514 


Help someone lear English as a second language. 
Training materials provided. 


Mentors for Children/Youth. Supportive adult role 


Volunteer Drivers nesded for the Senio; 
Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 73 


SUPPORT Y 
LOCAL FOOD BANK 


We believe that all children have a right to gro 
ilies and schools, and that all adults deserve \ 
Teal jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 a 
open the gates to community living in your a 


Society of Seniors Caring ‘About Seniors ($ SCAS),_ 
drivers needed to assist frail seniors to ap 


HOT MALE CHAT + UNCENSORED EROMGISTORIES + TALKING CLASSIFIEDS 


All Man, 
All Live. 


CruiseLine. 
——S 


= 


180.413.7122 


$24.°/75 minutes: 1.900.451.2853 


Use FREE tri 
code: 2315 


WUEVVEEKLY 


We are looking for a Parttime 


DISTRIBUTION REPRESENTATIVE! 


if you have: 
* excellent altantion to detail 
* an ability te werk Independently 


* access to a vehicle 
a professional persionality 
° are available Wed-Fri 


WE offer: 
7A Wonderful Working environ" 


* Competitive remuneration 


send resume to: ROW Lightfoot. 
10303 108 St. Edm, AB, 15) 117 
or fax: (780) 426-2889 
or e-mail: ‘admin@vueweekly.com 


phone calls, please! . 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


7 blonde, petite. Fun, tan ints to tease, 
‘a ae iad Call 43-058 


» ut. 7-001 


NRA MONIQUE 
WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAUTY. 
FRENCH, CLASS 298 (24/7) 


(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


NEEDEDII! Make a US per Wubi 

F inyour bedroom. Voyeur website is 
pte) Cade tt for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie forsmore info. 1-800-474-8401 


486-5381 

cont Neier a 
i 5°10", 120 Ibs, 

Green Eyes, 25yrs, ly Fit. 


Busy AGENCY 
looking for 
RELIABLE ESCORTS 


that want calls 
and want to work 


Call Marci at 
310-GIRL (4475) 


SS SS ee 
Chat live or meet local aay men. Try us for free! 


_ 


i ee 


GIA 486-5783 
Mediterranean, Black Hair, Green Eyes, 105\bs, 5'17 
20yrs, 32D-24-32, Implants, Wild & Crazy. 
#55505 )51 50450295 


JADE 486-5381 
FULFILLS FANTASIES 
Long Brunette/Blonde, Blue Eyes, 22yrs, 320-25-29 
Dom & Fetish. 
450450295 
MIA 443-5954 


BUSTY BLACK BEAUTY, 36DD, 29°/38” | 
Long Black Hair, Available 24/7, Call Now! 
# 45870901001 


NATASHA 486-5652 
YOUNG, FUN & SPORTY! Long Brown Hair, Blue 
Eyes, 5'2", 105 Ibs, 328 26°/29", 20 yrs 
#57782793-001 


BLONDE, ~ 
IND) 


443.5954 
BARELY 
LEGAL 


www. 310GIRLS.COM 


ollege girls, newly licensed 
available for you. Anytime. 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profiles 


1-866-742-2218 


Ah 


ALT.SEX.COLUMN 


ANDREA HEMERSON 
altsex@altsexcolumn.com 
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= 
=> 
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DEAR ANDREA: 

I've found myself a femmy boy who's will- 

ing—nay, enthusiastically prepared—to 

wear green eyeshadow in public. This is 

delicious. However, we live in Colorado 

Springs, which is for its size a wealthy and 
well-educated town, but also headquarters 

for Focus on the Family, New Life Church 

Will Perkins, Ft Carson, NORAD and the 
Air Force Academy One of my femmy-boy 
friends was recently chased down an alley 
downtown by some of the local military 

simians for the Spparently gender-treach- 

erous crime of wearing a top hat. It was 
lucky for him he knew the area well and 
wasn't nearly as plastered as they were. 

My two questions about the eyeshad- 
ow thing are these: firstly—and | under- 
stand if you're not able to answer 
because you don't live here—if we go on 
a date while he’s wearing it, what do you 
think our chances are of finishing the 
evening without getting the shit beaten 
out of us? And secondly, what's your 
opinion-on where one should put ones 
feet while treading the fine line between 
keeping yourself safe and taking a stand 
for the right to do what you want with 
your body if it’s not hurting anyone else? 

/ guess the question is along the same 
lines as, how do you feel about him wear- 
ing a ball-gag and leash to the local Star- 
bucks? Eyeshadow is just a less overtly 


ep: 
ajeVine N 


ERSONALS 


Romantic 
ho 


sexual signal. Well . 
Not to me. 
LOVE, DON'T KICK ME 


to some people 


DEAR KICK: 

Gotcha. And no, | surely do not live there, 
nor would |. But we did blow out a tire 
there on a cross-country trip once and got 
stranded for a couple days. Pretty town 
Really nice park. | knew all that stuff (Air 
Force, antigay groups and et cetera) was 
there but you can’t tell by visiting— it’s 
not like there are giant “FAGS GO HOME’ 
banners flying over main street or any 
thing. But would |, were | a guy, dress up 
in my gayest glad-rags and sashay down 
the same main drag in a pair of darling 
red wedge espadrilles and a panty-girdle? 
| would not. | suspect you wonid not 
either, were you a guy (you're no’, right?) 
\t would be no safer for you to accompa’ 
your new girly-boy while he did it, eithe 
There’s sticking up for your inalienable 
Tight to be a weirdo, and there's stupidity 
| draw the line at stupidity in any other 
context, so why would | make an excep- 
tion for this one? 

There was a time in the late ‘80s and 
early ‘90s when the all the cool kids were 
making a spectacle of themselves in the 
name of political action. Visibility, | think 
we called it. All you had to do was print 
up some T-shirts or stickers and show up 
en masse where you weren't expected 
and you got to feel all brave and thrillingly 
transgressive and challenging to hetero- 
sexual hegemony and stuff. It was great 
It was also kind of a fake—when you re 
surrounded by a few dozen or a hundred 


ny 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial for MEN: 
702.2223 


Safe « 


the ol’ ball-gag at Starbucks gag 


or a thousand of your closest friends and 
you're in San Francisco or New York or 
Washington—not Jakarta or Beiiagg or 
rural Rwanda—you're pretty safe. Even if 
the cops get you you're going to 
and set free, not found bound and 


ed ina ditch. That doesn’t mean 

ng we do here is dangerou 

unfortunat gc sina 
state of visible gender ambig' can still 


ked in the face 


5 No Set point o an the ontinuum 


can recomme 
never again tc | do not think 
mart to dress your bo 
parade him around near th 
closing on a Saturday night 
those of us who fail to Brim | 
particular to local commu 
gender performance need 
forever Tor fear of attracting a 
jlance. Somewhere be 


be very 


y Stand 


en the horses” and “fuck 
take a joke” lies the p 
self-expression for y 
of your particular pla 
Also consider finding 
traitors with whom to mé 
even if that scene is no more 
than going out for fish and 

late showing of Snakes On A Pi 


you'll be OK. | wouldn't recomme 
Starbucks/ball-gag excursion but 
because it's in bad taste, no 


could get you k 
common sense. !f you 
really do think you'd bi 
LOVE, ANDREA 


VUE CLASSIFIEDS 
PH: 426-1996 
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ALEXISONFIRE unleash their electrifying new album 
‘Crisis’ — loaded with || anthemic tracks, filled with fiercely 
haunting lyrics that will have you singing along instandy. 
Also Available... Deluxe Limited Edition release includes a 
USB drive with exclusive unreleased B-sides, 
live footage, photos & graphics, 


INCONCERT 


Oct. 2 ~ Shaw Conference Centre 


BIRTH 
The most anticipated Metal release of the yeart 
Produced by Terry Date (Deftones, Soundgarden), 


= - Ree f 7 - . ; wr = Ay 
iS THE NEW RET EM 
~ ‘3 , "a _ s 
5 r | is Ill In The Eyes Of Fire’ is packed with storming 


S™=700|- =a a, UNEARTH : "| melodies from top to bottom ~ Unearth’s loudest, 
— ° ct =] - <2 > JIE In The byes OF Fire = a 
—) Awake lt The New Sleep 


pIN CONCERT with The Suits XL aug. 24 ~ sidetrack cafe 


eee CB VCCR Owns Pe, 


fastest and angriest album to datet 


“Four Nashville teens who look like the punk-rock 
debut album 


featuring the smash 


cA 
hit single “Play.” F ~® 8.2 /10 “An album chock full of back-to-back barnburners ... if (were 
; p as good as these guys, I'd drop aut of high-school too.” ~ Pitchforkmedia © 
; } ‘ 3 ¢ nS 
Vy a? 
BB yeh eee . ' 
)  QuarterLife ‘ : MM Wi vs 
Crisis i 7 » / 
, ie : ales 


1. Be Your Own Pet 


Brady Bunch make big noisel” - Blender 


Downtown Edmonton: 10232 106th St. 424-6000 * Edmonton South: 3110 Calgary Trail peut 433-6400 


ot At sat red hay (eae alerts bat the oceasional error ean deen Airy witht gall Tr cette Fal as sao8 as 1) fecncumied and rastanten pate Hastiig iret teanive 9 atleetedd wll Kee allveest anitircdsately ale ctree tay Ak 
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